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10 Hiftory of the Politicks [ch. xiil. 

JIance, that Mr. Mare t had received no In- 

Jlru5lions whatfoever from the French Go-- 
vernmerit. Mr. Fitt's Declaration to Mr. 
Maretf that ^^ it would give him great Plea-' 

fdrej to Treat with him as a confidential 
Perfonfrorn the French Fxecutive Council^ 

" Refufal of the Executive Council to let Mr. 
Maret negotiate, or even converfe on politi- 
cal Suhje£}s with the Britijh Minifiry. Or- 
der fent to him by the Executive Council to 
depart immediately from London, and to re- 
turn to Paris. 'Negotiation carried on by 
Lord Grenville a7td Mr. Chauvelin. Rejiilt 
of this Negotiation : and Proof that it was 
not in the Power of the Brit'ijh Government 
to pr^ent a Rupture with France. 

^ I ^ HOUGH the diplomatic relations be- 
tween Great Britain and France> had 
been io far interrupted, that the credentials 
of the Britifh Ambaffador at Paris, which 
the deposition of Louis XVL rendered ufe- 
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CH. xin.j of Great Britain and France. 1 1 

iels, had not been renewed, (l) and even In 
December, 1 792, when Great Britain had fo 
many grounds of complaint, no Britifli Am- 
bafladpr was fent to Paris, (2) yet on the 
other hand they were fo far continued, that 
the Britifli Government not only permitted 
both the French MinifEer Chauvelin, and 
other agents of the Executive Council, to re- 
fide in London, but likewife confented to 
negotiate with them. Jt is true, that Mr. 
Chauvelin had delivered no other letters of 
credence, than thofe which he had received 
from the late King of France> (3) and there-, 

(i) On this fubjefl: fee the ninth chapter. 

(2) The reafons why no Britifli Ambaflador was 
fent to Paris in December, 1792, have been affigned in 
the eleventh chapter. 

(3) It wasnot before the 17th of January, 1793, ^^^^ 
the Britifli Cabinet was defired to accept of letters of 
credence forM r. Chauvelin in the name of the Exe- 
jCutive Council: and Mr. Chauvelin's negotiation with 
Xrord Grenville began on the 27th of December 1792. 

B2 fore, 
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12 Hiflory of tJie Politicks [cH. xifr. 

fore, according to diplomatic ftritlnefs, he 
could not be corifider.d as a perfoh veiled 
with an official employment. However, 
lince he ftiU retained the title of French Mi- 
nifter, firice he received regular communica- 
tions from the new, as he had done from the 
old Government of France, and fince thefe 
communications were both accepted and an- 
fwered by the Britifli Miniftry, he fo far fup- 
plied the place of a regularly accredited Am- 
baflador, that if the French Government had 
been defirous of removing the grievances, of 
which the Britilh Governrnent complained^ 
they might have been as eafily removed by 
the agency of a perfoh in the fituation of 
Mr. Chauvelin, as by the agency of an Amr- 
baffador, who had received letters of cre- 
dence in due form from the Executive Coun- 
cil. I Further Lord Grenville affured Mr. 
Chauvelin, ^^/A^/ outward forms would be 
•^ no hindrance to his Britannic Majefiy^ "^hen- 
^' ever th^ quefiion related to explanations ^ 

** which 
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CH. xiii;] of Great Britain and France. 13 

^\whtch might he fatisfaSory and advanta:- 
Pigeons to both parties iy^vidi Mr. Pitt him- 
felf dec^red in like manner to Mr. Chauve- 
lin^ ^^ that Jt was his defire to avoid a war, 
^' and to receive a pro^f the fame fentiments 
^[ from the French Minijiryr This was ac- 
knowledged even by Briflbt, in his report to 
the Convention of the 12th of January: (4) 
and he further admitted, not only '' that 
*^' the Britifh Miniftry had both given and 
y CQurted explanations,"(5) but that " they 

(4) Briflbt's own words were : *^ Lord Grenville at- 
tefta^it a Vbtre ArtibaF^aeur, que le4 formes tC arreteraient 

jamahh Koi d^ Anghterrey Jorsqu'il s'agiraitd'obtemr de$ 
declarations rajfurantes et profitable s pour les deux partis 
Pitt de fon cote ne temoignait au commencement de 
Deceitibre, que le defir d*eviter la guerre ^ et d'en avoir If 
tmoign&ge duM'tniJlere Frangais.'' Moniteur, 15th Janv. 

(5) ^^ On provoquait et donnaitdes explications." lb. 
It i& extraordinary, that ia defiance of thefe confeflions 
of Briflbt, relative bpth to Mr, Pitt and Lord Grenville, 
a Britifli writer could venture to reprefent Minifters, 

B3 z% 
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14 . Mftory of the Potttkh [j:iH. xiif. 

'^ had pointed out the very terms of the ih- 
^^ terpretation, which would fatisfy them in 
^^ regard to the decree of the 1 Qth of No- 
^^ vember." (6) Their readinefs^ therefore, to 
negotiate with the new Government of 
France, in order, if poffible, to avert the 
horrors of a war, admits of no doubt :/and, 
though they had not formally recognized the 
French Republic, yet the very a6l of enter- 
ing into a negotiation with the perfons, who 
had the direction of it, was a virtual acknow- 
ledgment, that to thefe perfons (whether 
juftly or Unjuftly is another inquiry) be- 
longed the executive authority of France. 

as " fcrupulouflyobfervant of the moft novel pun£lilios^ 
which could furnifti the fmalleft pretence for repelling 
peace." , 

(6) " Le Minifter^ Anglais avait indique a un des 
agens de France a Londrcs les termes dans lefquels I'in- 
terpretation de ce decret devait etre con^ue pour raffurer 
pleinement le Cabinet de Saint-James et le Parlement.'* 
lb. Whether the French Government really gave 
fatisfaftory explanations, is a queftion, w^hich will be 
examined in the following part of this chapter. 

Had 
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CH. xm.J of Great Britain and Ftance. 1 5 

Had the Britifli Miniftry, as their adverfaries 
pretend, been refolved at all events to en- 
gage in a war with France, with a view of 
overturning the new Government of that 
country, they would hardly have negotiated 
with its agents, they would hardly have 
given and have courted explanations, they 
would hardly have declared, that outward 
forms and diplomatic pundlilios would pre- 
fent no obftacles to their treating on iub- 
je<3:s, which regarded the welfare of both par- 
ties. It is a fad: likewife, which is known 
to the whole world, that Lord Grenville ac- 
tually conduced a negotiation with Mr. 
Chauvelin, relative to the complaints which 
the pritifli Government had to make on 
the condu<9:,of France: but whether the 
grounds of complaint were removed or cor- 
roborated by this negotiation, is a queftion 
on which the reader will eafily decide, when 
the notes of Mr. Chauvelin, of the French 

B 4 Executive 
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16 -S '^JH^^i<^ [CH..3C^I, 

^^^tt%vj of State Me^laadfce^ faimQu i > c 

J -.;|i>B?f<^ proceed ;4o^ thisvue- 

, ,g(?ti^iQri, whiph ^oo^nitenced on tfet S^tBl of 

^,, JPe^mber, I/i^^ it will bi^ee^iy^^^jtyce 
..jgiptic^ of tha cc^ferenqe, yrhfich Mry:3Ktt 

> . hadii^itli^ 3^ MaFet ii^ ^LfinforwerSpafe of 

.• jldhjs;pQnth,(0) j^ndi^ 

•^'0 J i^. / J f^ rim ktiow the exstift da;f ^6ii wKich th^ eon- 
ftr^encej^asrheld : b^t itmuft have^alj^n'^lat^ttii^the 
firft ^half of the month^ hecauCsMr. Maret, t^Kiiagh he 
' waited for an anfwer from the French Executive Coun- 
cil relative to this conference, departed from London 
on tte iSih, as appears from a letter wmterrbjpMr. 
;^Iiles tQ I.e3run om the -igthv wbidi tegijishiBus : 
*« Jevous ai deja ecrit par MoQfi^^^^^ fi^i ^^ 

parti hier pour fe rendre a Paris." Authentic Corref^ 
pondence, Appendix^, Pv^3v At the end of January, 
Mr. Maretj:aine agaiji, to Loridpn: JjHt.the^iftory of 
this^fecoid Jc^mesy J)eIpng$,to the ^ft<5ec#i a^apteiv 
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iCH. XM^3 ^^G^eMBrmlnanS' France. - 17 

^feiri:c}Hendc>f the latter, and aded oti t3ils 
ocealionias mediatw between the twcv par- 
ties. A French agent (not Mr. Maret), 

3iwkHj*wham Mr* Miles had frequent con- 
ferences^ but whofe name he has not men- 

5 ftk)nedy had a{Sired Mr. Miles, that he was 
hcn^bm&^hy the French Executive Coun- 
cMgteifemand ail audience of M^. Pitt, and 

;jihajd t^iipigfl^d Mr. Miles to wait on the Mi- 
niftet, and ^btdn his <:onfent. Thife confcnt 

^ ,Mr. Pitt granted, without knowing even the 

X i^ame of -the perlfbn with whom he was to 

"-Confer: for, what was very extraordinary, 
the French agent infifled, that his name 

^rihqul4,aiot^l^^^^ " till he had po- 

ifitiveiiafliirance, that he would be receiv- 
^cd, and a rendezvous was given/*(9} As 

^]^Wi lb; p. ^6. Mr. Pittas condefcenfion in granting 

^' iKirttW\^iew toartagentof the l^rench Executive Coun- 

cil?'llv6nfth<3UgK ihis pctfon infi his name 

fliouldnotbeprevioufly mentioned, (hows how ardently 

J^- Pitt defired to avoid a rupture with France. 

this 
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Hm circuiQiftance neceiTarily excited dif- 
trpft, JS^r* Miles, before tbe meeting took 
placi^^^; again, prefl^^ the agent not to de- 
ceive bim ; he reprefented the difagreeable 
canfQqj^ences which might enfue, if he 
were not rea,lly authorized by the French 
Executive Council to demand the interview 
to which Mr. Pitt had confented, and, in 
cafe, he were not already authorized, Mr- 
Miles propofed to defer the conference for a 
few days, during which a meflenger might 
go t;o Paris, and return with the neceflary 
infl:ru<9:ions^ But the French agent again 
proteiled that he was aheady empowered to 
hold a conference with Mr. Pitt, (lo) After 
all thefe preparations and repeated protefta- 
tions, every one would have foppofed, that 
this perfon would have been able on the day 
of meeting to produce fuch inftruftions from 
the French Executive Council, as would 
have ernpowered him to treat on the differ- 

(lo) lb. p. 91* 
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CH. xiii.] of Great ^rUam and France. I5 

ences fubfifting between Great Bfitaiti and 
France, But, itrange to relate; wben ttoe 
meeting took ptac?, and his inftrir6lidris 
were demanded, it appeared, Xkizthe haR m 
authority whatfoever : and to augment; if 
poflible, the infult which he had thus oF^ 
fered to the Britifh Minifter, he had the af- 
fiirance to prefcnt another, as the perfon au- 
thorifed to treat, who had rio more authority 
than the pretended plenipotentiary himfelf. 
This other perfon was the well-known Mr. 
Maret, who was come over to Englaird 
merely in the domeftic concerns of the Duke' 
of Orleans, and who, as his intimate friend 
Mr. Miles exprefsly teftifies, never pretended 
to have had any other yufirtefs. ( 1 1 ) And that 
he had no authority whatfoever from the 
French Executive Council to treat on ftate 
affairs, may be proved not' only by the tefti- 
mony of Mr. Mites, but by the evidence of 
Mr. Maret himfelf : for, on the^ 1 1 th of Ja- 

(II) lb. ib. 

nuary. 
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'!^^j^j<i_)^'/Q^j^^ few weeks after his reton to 
JP^s, ]hte, ^vv^rpjte a^ listtei; iq , lyir, , Miles^ in 
which he made. the following; declaration. 
^' f / //42</; no QMthvrtM to tu^^ J had no mllBon : 
'^andxvlmi^ this to Mr. Pitt a7td to 

^l^ourfelfy Idej:lflredthe truthr{\2)j 

:A-/cene like , that, whi?h has beenjiiild^- 
fcribed,^ wou\4. have been fufHcient to roufe 

(12) Mr/ Caret's own words were : *^ Je n'avais ni 
♦'J^orifktiani ill iMflkji* r €t j?ii^dit la^v^^^ en la 
^* dlcUr^sni a^ vQu^eta Mpfnfi^ur Pitt." Authentje 
Cc>rrerpoi;idence^ Appepdix, p. 70. — On the i8th of 
December, 1792, about a week after tbe conference 
Kad^'b^en heldj Mr. Milesi lii a letter to Lefirurt^ "ex- 
preffedrhis (litiprizeiat the unexpofted iffue of it^linilie 
following terms : . " Mr./*** m'a toujours jure qu/il 
" etait autorife a voir le Miniftre, et je vous laifle a 
^•^ jiigef de riia furpfife, quand j'ai vii fortir de cferriere 
*^ le rideau M. M^aretjConaiHe charge d'line itiiffion fe- 
H: create, et qu^ c'etait lui, M non Mr. * =* * qui deyak 
"voir Mr. Piu. Si j'ai etc etonne de tout ce qui eft 
*^ pafle, j'ai du Tetre bien davantage, quand j'ai appris 
^^queM.Mar/fn'eia&^ de traiter det affalrei 

the 
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CH. xiii.] of Greai Brifahi and France, 21 

the indignation of ariy man, wlio w&s riot 
endowed with tlife gfe^ttfi nioderatibn. "ffi^ 
tw6-^d dec^jption, which took piace^ ou 
thisbccafioii, arid the; fatlchoods of which the 
French agent w^s hot afli^rried^ to b^ giiilty, 
fhewed that the emllTaries of the, Executive 
Council thought themfelves at Hberty to 
tnfle Wi^h'a BfitiiH Minrfter," even at the 
expenle of triitiiV 'if'theri,'aftef the mani- 
fold indignities which, the Bntifh Govern- 
ment had already; received fk)jn the Na- 
tional Con vehtioh> this additibiial inftilt had 
provoked ah abfolute refiifai to Tifteh any 
longer, Ito the r;eprefei?,tatix;^ of its agents^ I 
, much question ^vs^hetber any Briton, who has 
the honour ()f his country at heart, wouM 
venture to blanie^ it. jiX^Xy notwithftandiiig 
thefe repeated affronfes^/ Mr. Pitt, who :fecii- 
ficed Mehtment'to ^edefire of preferring 
peace, declared to Mr. Maret at this very 
conference, that in cafe he coul4 obtain in- 
ilmdions, ^^ it would give him great phofur^ 

'' t& 
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22 Biftory of the PoUticks [cH. xitf. 

*^ to treat with him as a confidential pe)f on ^. 
^^jrom the French Executive QounctVl{\zY 
Greater willingnefs, and in fadt, when we 
confider all circumflances, greater conde- 
fcenfion on the part of a Britilh Minifter was 
hardly ppffible : and the expreffion, ^^ a con- 
fidential perfon from the jPr^;zc'// Executive 
Council,'' is far from indicating a contempt 
for the new Government of France, or a re- 
luctance to treat with the agents of a Coun- 
cil^ ^^ whofe heads, had not been anointed 
*^ from the holy oil crufe before the altar of 
/' Rheims/' (14) Mr. Maret himfelf was fo 
well pleafed with his reception^ and derived 

(13) Mr. Miles fays, p. 94, that he has Mr. Maret's 
own authority for this aflertion. 

(14) Thefe ill-timed words of a celebrated leader of 
Oppofition were applied by Le Brun, in his report to the 
Convention of the 19th of December (Moniteur, 21ft 
Dec. 1792), with great advantage to the French caufe, 
which is in general under great obligations to the fame 
orator, 

from 
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itora it fuch fangume expedlations. of being 
enabled to a<9: as a mediator of peace, which J^ 
he fincerely willied to preferve, (l5) tha^flie 
in^inediately difpatched a courier to Paris, 
in the hope of obtaining inftrudions to treat 
with the Britifli Government. (16) But the 
JFrench Executive Council not only refufed 
to fend the required inftru6lions, but even 
ordered him to abftain from all converfa- 
tion with Mr. Pitt on the fubje<5l of poli- 
ticks, and to return immediately to Paris. 
'* He was at my houfe/' fays Mr. Miles, ( 1 7) 
^^ wheii the difpatch alrriYed, and I read 
*^ it with the more furprize and indigna- 
^' tion on finding that Le Brun had re- 
^' ported to the Convention, that Mr. Pitt, 
*^ alarmed, (l8) had folicited an interview 

(15) Authentic Correfpondence, p. 91, 92. 

(16) lb. p. 94. 

{17) lb. p. 95. 

(18) As Le Brun attribtited to fear Mr. Pitt's rea- 
dinefs to treat with an agent of the French Executive 

Council, 
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24 iJiJiory of the Poliiliis [cir. iim 

** with the iecrct agents of the Exfeeutirc 
*' Cotincil, but that he (Le BMn); "had ex- 
*^ preisly forbidden thetn to have ahy cbm- 
** munication with the Eriglifli Minitter/* 

Council, which he morcofver ftrangely perverted, wfeat 
inference would he have deduced, had a Britifh Ainbaf* 
fador been fent to Paris to demand explanations ? Nor 
was Le Brun the only one, who afcribed Mr. Pitt's 
pacific difpofition to the meaneft motives, on \^hich ac- 
count Mr. Miles, in a letter to Le Brun of the ad 
of January, 1793$ made the following complaint; 
" Sa condefcendance a ete attrlbuee, non a la fran- 
•• chife, non a I'lnteret qu'il eft cenfe prendre a la prof- 
** perite de fa patrie, non pas a un principe de bonne 
*' politique, fonde fur les bafes de la probite et de Thu- 
•' manite, mais a la faiblefle, ou a un motif encore 
** moins excufable, qui ne lui fera jamais attribue que 
^^ par des honim.es fans vertu^ et qui etarit depoufvus de ioUt 
**fentlment d'honneur^ ne croyent pm que de ielsfentimens 
** puiffent exijier chez les autres^ Selon eux, c'eait a la 
** crainteou a la perfidie, que M. Maret devait fon en- 
** trevue avec M. Pitt. Grand Dieu ! quelle crainte 
** aurait-il pu avoir \ Une feule peut-^etre \ Le poi- 
** gnard d'un affaflin I Et qu'avait-il a gagner par la pctr- 
" fidie, etc. V* Authentic Correfpondeuce. Appendix^ 
p. 92. 

Dejcfted 
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-.,.0?je^^.at the unexpe^ed iflue, Q^itbis 

1 8th of J)e,^ember, tb^^aj^th^at Mrr-I^ 

^* cerely grieved to fee all my efforts for pre- 
^^£ferv^Ei^3peace:j:^^d ranking ^the ttvo ^t\i^ 

' ^^^prepo&lfioii^ 1 9) mi^onceptions^and uu^ 
*^4^h.^4rniaiioe^Vra^,(:3o)ias dangerous^ as^ 
*^>tb^ iar6 e&ntrafjr ^t<3 the real iiiterefti 6f ' 
*^-^^- cdufiMes/\2l)"^^^^^ feme lettef. 



=.1(1191) i^fJamely, iIJ-foQn&^ prepoflfeflioh^ kgainft the 

^irilh Mmiftry/iwhich Ml. Miles in this letter cndea- 

Yaujf^. to riemote. ^ 

;iA03n ' I- -r' ■ v< ^. i: r ...:■-- ■ ■ ' ^ ' -.^ 

faoyjMf. MilQ5 (p- 04,} afctibes to the underhand 

njan(»^vres of IVlr. Ch^tivelin, to whom Mr. Maxet 
communicated ^the . cpnverfeiion between himfelf aid 
Mr. Pitt, the reifufalqf the Executive Council, to per- 
mit Mr^ Maret 19. i^gotiate. . At the fame time, ano- 
ther motive operated P^^Q^^^l^ly with Le Brun^ as will 
appear hereafter. 

(21) ^ '* Londres,.Ie 18 Decembre, 179.2* / 

** Je fuis au defefpoir, Monfieur, de voir tous raes^ef- 

Vov. 11, C "forts 
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<p^Mn| 0f Nod and M^t§ be itei,^l 
^^earinot but app^ote of thedr ^d?^ity^o- 
*^ \^dteic^i^id their loyalty! to^ra;l?d th^t 
^^ Goujata^ : a^i ifyouMad^rmtted^^^* 
'^iet to complete wkat he Md Jo mdl^igunj^ 
^i helimje you would have had rm/hnU-beJaik-' 
"' fied with his conduB. After having affiired 
^' you, that I had no perfonal mtereftlm the 
^' negotiation, for which I had nearly paTed 
^^ tije way, I hope you will yield ta wifejadd 
'^ prudent counfels, and that you will not 
*^ mifs the opportunity, which offers, of 
" fecuring happinefs to your country, and 
" tranquillity to Europe. Do not imagine, 
^^ that the people of England are diipbfed to 
^^ revolt againll the Government: d,Q npfc 
'^ imagine, that war is wilhed for in this 

« forts pour conferver la paix et rapproelier les deti^ 

<< nations prets a s^echouer par des preventions mal- 

«« fondees, des malentendus, et des intrigues fourdes 

« et dangereufes, autant qu'elles font contraires aux 

" veritables interStsdes deux pays.'* Authentic Cor- 

rcfjKjndenec. Appendix, p. 71. 

*^ country 
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f* coimlxyt qa-tibeiccmtEary> we wifh to live 
^^:>©a good terms with FraBce." (22) In the 
f^tAt lette#> libewife, he declared to Le Brun, 
tii^t^rtltough Mr- Meet's conference with 
Mtw: Pitt had; through the fault of the Exe- 
cutbre Caunqil> produced no efFe<9:, he had 
promifed? Mr» Noel, (who was then lately 
amyed^^iit London, but before the end of 
the montii went as French Minifter to the 
Hague) to procure for him alfo a conference, 

(22) *' J'ai a me loiier de leur conduite honnete a 
** tnon egard et loyale envers leur patrie ; etji vous euf- 
^^^kzperinii aU dernier (Maret) d'arhever ce qu'il afi 
** bun-jcommenci, je crots que vous auriez eu lieu d'en it re 
** ^rfsfati^ait . .Apres vous avoir aflure, que je n'ai au- 
*' cun interet perfonnel dans la negotiation que j'avais 
** prefqiie ehtamee, j'efpere que vous vous preterez a 
^^ aes ctjnfeils fages et priidents, et que vous ne perdrest 
'' p^ Poccafion qui fe prefente d'affurer le bonheur de 
** votre pays et la tranquillite de TEurope* N'imaginez 
** point que le peuple Anglais foit difpofe a fe revolter 
** centre le Gouvernement ; n'imaginez pas qu*on de- 
" fire la guerre ici ; point du tout, nous defirons de 
** vivre en bonne intelligence avec la France.'^ lb» 

P-77v 

C2 »5 
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as fqoii as he flioiold be iautl^Qri:?:^^ ^^ ^k^ 
Executive Comicjil :(23) and in another Iqt? 
ter which he wrote on the following d^jr, 
and which Mr. Noel himfelf tranfmitted to 
Paris, (24) he again reminded Le Brun ," to 
'' authorife either Maret or Noel, to give ,ia- 
^' tisfa<ftory explanations upon thofe points,. 
'' which appeared,: and with reafon, to giv^ 
'' uneafinefs to our Government." (2 5) But 
all his expoftulations were fruitlefs : for the 

(23) *' La premiere fois que je vis M. Ndel, et qli'ii 
" m'eut; appris I'objet de fon voyage, jelui promis c}c 
" lui procurer le moyen d'obtenir une entrcvue avee 
'* M. Pitt, des qu'il eut Tautorifation du Confeil Ex.e- 
'^cutif." lb. p:76. 

(24) His letter to Le Brun of the 19th, of December 
begins thus. " Je vous ai deja ecrit par M. Maret, qui 
** eft parti hier pour fe rendre a Paris, Je vous ecris en- 
*^ core aujourd'hui confidentiellement, et c'efl Ml Noel 
*^ qui aura la bonte de faire paiTer ma lettre." lb. 
p. 63. 

(25) ** Voila rhiftoire abregee de cette ridicule avan- 
*' ture (Mr. Maret's conference with Mr. Pitt) qui 



** m'otera 
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JFthndh fctectotiv^CbuitcA! departs 

tfei refdlutidri which had been onie tar 



a b 



'Mt Is here unheceflary to examine/ whe- 
tKer the Executive Council acted with pro- 
pKety or riot, in refufihg to authorifc Mr. 
Marel td treat with the Britifli Miniftry, as 
l¥* undoubtedly pbfTefled the power of exer- 
fcifirig its own judgment, in regard to the 
chpice of a negotiator. But, as Mr. Marct 
had already had a conference with Mr. Pitt^ 
.as he was highly fatisfied with his reception, 
and in confequence of the afli^rances which 
he received from the Britifh Minifter, had 
ient a courier to Paris in order to obtain in- 

f* m'ptera a jamais peut-etre lesmoyens d'entamer urie 
f* Begotiation, ^ vous n*auUr!/ez pas Marei ou Noel a 
** dormer des expUcations Juffif antes fur les points qui Jem" 
** blent donneVy et avec raijon^ de V inquietude a noire GoU' 
*^ vernement." lb. p. 65. 

(26) This refolution has been quoted at the end of 
the preceding paragraph. 

/ C 3 ftrud:ions. 
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ftrud:ions, the refufal of the Executive Cimxi^ 
cil, efpecially as Mr. Maret himfelf fincerely 
wiflied to prevepit a rupture, by ho meaiis 
evinced a fimilar pacific difpoiitibn on the 
partof the French Go verrimerit. Mr. Chau- 
velin, on the contrary, was very holiilely in« 
cHned : he made no fcriipie to declare, ^' that 
^' if he was not received at St, James's, the 
^^ height of his ambition would be to leave thts 
^^ country with a declaration of war ;"(27) 
^nd Mr. Miles, who was well acquainted 
with his charader, has declared, that if a 
pretext for a quarrel between the two coun^ 
tries had been purpofely fought, ^^ France 
certainly could not have feledred a better 
objed: for the purpofe."(28) It is no won- 
der therefore that the Britifh Miniftry would 
rather have negotiated with Mr. Maret, 
whofe pacific fentiments coincided with their 

(27) Authentic Gorrefpondence, p. 84. 

(28) lb. ib. 



own 
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own, than with .Mf. Chauvelin, who was, 
equally dcfirous of war with his employers 
tjiemfelves. Befides, if Mr, Chauvclin alone 
was dcftined to negotiate, why did the Exe- 
cutive Council fend fo many other agents at 
this time to London :(29) and why did thefe 
agents demand conferences, if they had no 
authority to treat ? We may fubmit it to 
the judgment of every impartial man to de- 
termine, whether this conducfl bore not evi- 
dent marks of duplicity, whether thefe agents 
belonged not to the clafs of emiitaries, whofe 
pbjeiSl was to excite an iniurre<ftion, and 
whether the conferences, demanded of the 
Britifli Miniftry, were not intended merely 
as cloaks to cover their really hoftile de- 
figns.(3o) It maybe demanded further, whe- 

(29) Mr. Miles (p. 96) fays, "there was a c<mftant 
fupply of them." But Mr Maret, as we have fecn, was 
not of the number, as he had no miilion whatfoever 
from the Executive Council. 

(30) Mr. Miles (p. 94) has promifed to explain at a 

C 4 future 
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the^-jLe ]^run^ if he ha4 cJifpoJfed to pre- 

vent a rupture yvith Gre^t Britain, would 
Tiave fo fliamefully mifinterpreted the con^ 
ference which was held with Mr. Maret : 
ct WhetJidr ■ tlie Executive Council would 
have permitted it, if they had not ibeen 
inqlined to provQk!S^ the Britifli Government 
to^r eontefty which, it was the firm bfeli^ 
in' Pans, would inftantly occafion, a revolt; 
throu^gjiprtit this country. (3l) Bufe whe^ 
theirithefe queftions be anfvvefed in the af^ 
iiifmativd Of not, thus much at leaft has been 
'proved by evidence, which no one can con- 
trpve:r<;, that it was nq xefufal oh the part of 
^e f&itifli Miniftry, as Oppofi|ion Writers^ 
and C)^pbfitibit^ orators have repeatedly af^ 
ferted, but; the. obftinacy of the French Exe-^ 

future period: the c^ufe of the above-mentioned impoQ^ 
tion, \(vhich w^s praftifed by the French agent both on 
hiniieif and Mr. Pitt. ^Whether he has ever done fo, t 
]^now not. 

'(31): S,ee the Authentic Correfppndence, p. 96. 

cutive 

, Hosted by Google 



CHvxfii.] of Great l^riiain and Frame. 33 

cMvfe Council, which prevented Mr. Pitt's ^ 
cj'^ference with Mr. Maret from producing 
tHe daGred efifeft.[32) 

.(^2} Though the calumnies, ^hich have been prapa-^ 
gated againft the Britifli Government both at home and 
abroacl diiring the prefent vsrar, arc almoft without num- 
brr>^yet nothirig can A^eir furpafs the malevolence^ 
-yvhiclj. appears in the inventior\s, whieh certain pcrfons 
have ventured to lay before the public as real hiPcory, ia 
regard to Mr. Maret. For they have not only declared, 
that he Mras furnifhed w^ith inftrudions from the Exe- 
ctitive (Council, but have even fabricated the terms of 
thefe inftruclions, which they have rendered very con- 
ciliatory, in ordfer to increafe the odium, which they 
would vrillingly throw^ on Minifters, who, as they 
pretend, refufed thefe advantageous offers, and con- 
fequently, as the faid perfons conclude, merited the 
execration of their country. (That this reprefenta- 
tion of the condu6l of certain Oppofition writers may 
not be thought exaggierated, I will quote the following 
paffage, which every one acquainted with political pub- 
lications will eafily know where to find. " It is confident- 
** ly reported, that Mr. Maret had it in his inftru£lions, 
" unequivocally to offer to our Mini-ftry thefe three 
<* points : Firft, that the navigation of the Scheldt (hould 
#< be given up \ fecondly, that the French troops fliould 
: not 
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As it ; w^ the will therefQ|*a of the French 
Excs^ijtiye Gauncil^ that Mr. Chauvelin alone 
ftioulci, cond^6l the negotiation wkh the Bri- 

** ivot approach tfie Dutch territories within a givefe 
*^ diftance ; and that the decree of the 19th of Novem^ 
** ber {hould be either altered or repealed. When the 
*^ often fi We reafons for undertaking a war are thus pre- 
^* vjoufly remiOved by the conceffion of the enemy, then 
** none but the moft fttfpicious motives can induce Mi- 
*< nifters to facrifice the peace, treafure, and welfare of 
<* the country to their fecret or wicked views."-^A 
charge of fo black a nature, as is here laid to the Britifh 
Miniftry, and laid with the confcioufnefs, as it necef* 
farily was, of being unable to fupport it by any real evi^* 
dence, betrays foniething worfe than mere levity. Nor 
has the charge been confined to political publications^ 
for it has been often heard even in the Britifli Senate, till 
the authentic documents were publifhed by Mr. Miles^ 
who calls it p. 92.) " the vile expedient of a diftreffed 
'« and hungry faSioii, impatient to get into office, upon 
** any terms, and by any means.^ Similar fallEhoods 
were propagated in regard to Mr. Maret's journey to 
London at the end of January, 1793 : hut the notice of 
thefe muft be deferred to the fifteenth chapter, where 
the hiftory of Mr. Maret's fecond journey will be given 
at large. 

niftry^ 
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tifli Miriiftfy, he accordirigljr, on the 27t3i 
oiTfccember, 1 792^;^ delivered to Lord GreSK 
ville, his Majefty's' Principal Secretary of 
Si^tp . fpr the foreign department, the fol- 
lowing note. (33) 

33- The French original is priiited in the Moniteur, 
3d; Jan. 1793. — In order to preferve, as much as poffi- 
U^ diplonaatic accuracy, I h^ve in general hitherto 
quoted French documents in their original language^ 
eiren where an Englifli tranflation is given in the text. 
But as the notes, which were exchanged during the 
prefent negotiation are very long, and it is neceflary to 
lay the whole of their coritents before the reader, in or-r 
der to enable Wm tojiidge, wh€itlier the fubjefts in de- 
bate were fully exhaufted, ofi which his final decifion 
rnuft now depend: further, as thefe notes in the Englifli 
tranflation were laid before die Brkifli Parliament on 
the <2;8th of January, i-ygj, ,and thus t acquired the au-, 
thority of the originals rhemfelyes, I hope no one will 
take it ill, that I here make an exception, and produce 
only the Englrfh tranflation, which I copy from the New 
Annual Regifter. However, ibould any one .doubt of 
it's accuracy, he may eafily compare it with the origi- 
nals, becaufe it will be always noted, where the origi- 
nals are to be found : and in thofe palFages, where there 
}s room for verbal criticifm, I fliall not negle<3i to quote 

even 
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• ^'^ The undei^gned Miriifter Plenippten- 
*^ tiary of France has the honour to commu- 
^^ nicate to Lord Grenville the ih{iru6tions, 
'^^ which he has received from the Exe&itive 
'^ Council of the French Republic, with or- 
^^ ders to lay them before his Britannic Ma- 
'Vjefty's Secretary of State for the depart- 
" ment of foreign affairs, in cafe he lliould 
>' think that he fhould not fpeedily enough 
" obtain an interview with the Minifler. 



*' The French Government, by contiiiu- 
^^ ing, fmce the recall of Lord Gower from 
^^Paris, to leave at London a Minifler Pie- 
even Here the French words themfelves. At the fame 
time I (ball take the liberty of accompanying the notes, 
which paffed on this occafion, with a continued com- 
mentary, in which the aiiians oi the French Govern- 
ment will be compared wiih its deiclarations, — During 
this negotiation, Mr. Chauvelin wrote twice to Lord 
Grenville on the alien and corn bills : thefe two letters 
have no refcrerice to our prefent inquiry, but belong to 
the eleventh chapter, where proper notice has been al- 
ready taken of them. 

'^ nipotentiary. 
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^^lupotentiary/ though they /gave to hisBri- i^ / ^ j^ 
tannic Majefty an unequivocal proof, of ^ ..^f ^ 
thf deiire they had to remain in good un- 

" 4^rftanding w^ith the Britilh Court,(34) 

(34) This argument has likewife been ufed even by 
BAifli writers, to prove the pacific difpofition of the 
Frej^ph rulers. But the premifes by no means warrant 
the inff rence, which is deduced from them : for one 
Government may have refolved to engage in war with 
another, and yet, in order to conceal its intentions, per^ 
mit its Arnbaffador to reiide with that other Govern- 
ment, till the plan is fully ripe for execution. The 
mere poflibility of this cafedeftroys the whole force of 
the above-mentioned argument : and that in regard to 
France it was not only poflible, but highly probable, 
or rather abfolutely certain, is evident from the jFa£is., 
which have been related in the tenth and twelfth chapr 
ters of this work. Further, it is to be obferved, that, 
[ immediately after the return of Lord Gower from Pa- 
ris, Mr. Chauvelin was a£tu ally recalled from London, 
that his letters of recall were brought by Mr. Noel, 
that Mr. Chauvelin objeSed, <Vthat though he was 
*^-not well with the Englifli Minifter, yet he Was per- 
'* fe<9.ly fo with Mr. Fox, and fome other members of 
, *^ Oppofuion, and that it would not be prudent in 
^* France io lofe the fruits efhis labours . %vitb thefe gen- 

*' tie men, 
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^f and to iee all thofe douds^Hdiflipatedj^ 
**^ tojjwhicli ^vents^ neceiia and infepa- 
^^ rable^ firoiii, the internal Goyernment of 
^^ Francejf (3^ ) feemed then to have givea 
^* birth. The intentions of the Executive 
^' Council of France toward England have 
^^ never ceafed to be the fame : (30), hut 

^^ tlemefi^ and their Julfequent fervices, for a vain forrn^f 
<*diploniatie etiquette,'* and that in Gonfequence of thiis 
argument the Executive Council revoked the order, and 
permitted Mr. Chauvelin's further refidenee in Lon- 
don. See the Authentic Correfpondence, Appendix, 
P* %/ So far therefore ^2iS fnendjhtf for the Britiih 
Court, as was aflerted in Mr. Chauvelins note, the 
Qaufe of his continuing to refide in London, that Iheer 
enmity to the Court of Great Britain was the motive 

.|>fi|.^: :..■-•■ -: ^ ^^^iS 

(35) Th^ events, which are here officially declaredj 
to have been necejfary and infeparable from the internd.^ 
Government of France ^ were the maflacres committed oa 
the lothof Auguft, 1792. From this declaration we 
may judge of the charader of the men^ with vi^hoHi 
Great Britain was then doomed to negotiate. 

(36} This aflertion admits of no doubt* . 

'Vthey, 
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^* they cannot fee: with indifference the 
*^ public concki^, which the Britiih Minif- 
** ftry obferve at prefent toward France. 
^* It is much to be regretted, that they 
^^ have perceived in this condud an in- 
^^ difpofition, which they ftill force them- 
^^ felves not to believe.(37) They think it a 
*/ duty, however, which they owe to the 
^*^ French jaationj not to leave it much longer 

(37) The French Executive Council here com- 
plains, that the Britifli Government was ///difpofed to- 
ward that of France, as if they had a right to expe£t 
that it fhould btwell difpofed toward thofe, who on the 
aStki of November, and on other^jccafions, had UvS/dd 
their intentions of overturning the Britifti eonftttutiofi. 
But it is the practice of the modern rulers of France td ( 
make sm abfolute game of common fenfe^ and they \ 
(hew in all their dealings^ that thfey imagine men arc 
aJready prepared to receive chains, not only for their 
perfdns, but for their underftandings. It mud be ad- 
mitted, likewife, thit not a few have anfwered thefe 
o^i^fftations : and hence the prefent DireSory is en- 
couraged to impofe on the world fallacious arguments, 
with as much aifurance as the National Convention 
did. 

-^■~':i. '•: ?.. .:■•• .r/. '■;-•' '■■ ^ '^ ''^ ^' in 
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« in a ffcate of Kncertainty, into whidi it has 
"been thrown by fevcral measures lately 
*^ adopted by the Britilh 'Government, an 
" uncfertainty in which the Enghih nation 
*' muft Ihare, and which muft be equally 
*^' unworthy of both* (38) fThe Executive 
^^ Council of the French Republic has con* 
*^ fequently authorifed the Minifter of France 
*^ at Lpndon to demand with opennefs of the 
^^ Ministers of his Britannic Majefty, whe- 
" ther France ought to confider England as 
^' a neutral or hoftile power, and has parti- 
*^ cularly charged him to obtain, on thi§ 
^^ point, a definitive anfwer.](39) " But in 

(38) Whatever imworthinefs there may be in a ftate 
of uncertainty; no fuch imworthinefs fell to the fhare 
of the Briiifli MinifterSy for they were already tolerably 
certain in regard to the defigns of France, and confe- 
quently in regard to the meafures which it was neceflary 
to take at home. 

(39) The beft anfvver to this queflion was contained 
in, the decree of the 19th of Nxjvember, in the encout- 
ragement given by the National Convention on the 

28tb 
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^* itefnimding from tte-JVfeiifters of hi^ ©ri* 
^' taniiiaMajcfty an opo^i and c^iwiidea^k^ 
*' nation of its iatcntitonstoward France, the 
*^:Exe<iuti^e CbiinEil doesvnot wifli, tb^t the 
" fiitolleft doiibt fliould exift refpeding the 
^' di%)fition of France toward England, and 
'^ of its iefiM/to /regain at peace with, it/ 
** Th^dven wifii to ahfwer previoufly to all 

28th of the faiiie rtiotith to the focieties, who announced 
their intention of overturning the Britifh Conftitutidn, 
in thedecree of the 15th of December, and in the refo- 
iutipn of the 24th of that month, not to except Eng- 
land from, the decree of the 19th of i>Tovember : to 
fay nothing of the circular letter of the Marine Minif- 
tef, anlthe order aflually given to invade Holland!, aS 
they fucceeded by feveral days Mr. Chauvelin*s note of 
the 27th of December. In fa£l:, after the French Go-, 
vernmeht had folemtlly declared itfelf the eriemy of the 
Brltifli Government, it required no fmall (hare of aflur- 
ante to demand a categorical anfwei-, whether the latter 
intended to beconie the enemy 6f the former. There 
was only one categorical anfwer which could be giVen 
to fuch a queftioh, namely : ** fince you are refolved to 
become my enemy, I muji becotne your's in my own 
defence." 

Vol. II. D "thofe 
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*' thofc ttprbaches, which may be thrown 

^' out againft France^ in order to jiiftlfy 

*' England, R<2fle6ting oh the reafons^ which 

'* might determine his Britannic Majefty to 

'^ break with the French Republic, th(2 Exe- 

'* cutivc Council can fee them only in a 

*' falfe interpretation given, perhaps to the 

'* decree of the National Convention of the 

*' IQth of November.(40) If the Britifli 

*' Miniftry are really alarmed at that decree, 

" it can only, be for want of comprehending 

'^ the true rrieaning of it, ^The National 

1 \ *^ Convention never intended that theFrench 

^ f ** republic fhould favour inlurreftions, and 

\ ** elpoule the caule of a few feditious per- 

j '^ ibnsS or, in a word, that it Ibould eridea- 

*' vour to excite diflurbance in any neutral or 

** friendly country whatever. Such an idea 

(40) Even without fo much reflexion, the Executive 
Council might have difcovered many other reafons, 
which not oply excited a fufpicion, but proved to a de- 
monftration that the National Convention was hoftilely 
inclined toward the Britifh Cabinet. 

^ . ^' would 
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^' Woiiid be reje<5ted by the Freneh nation. 
^* It- ^tonot^without injuftiee be irnptited to 
^^ tbe National Convention/ 1[^' This deCiree 
^^ then k" applicaMe only fo thofe peophy^^^^ 
'* after having Conquered their lihertyymay re- 
*^ queft^ the fraternity and affiftance of the 
'^ Erench tSpiWic^hy afolefhn and tcfieqmvocal 
*' eocptej^ori (f the general vdilir {a 1 )j 

C(4i) This,explanatioiyis an iiiftanCe of fuch black 
hypocrify, and fuch daring aflurance, as is hardly to be 
found but within the limits of republican France : for it 

fw5as given'' t Wei ve d^ysT^^r the decree of the 15 th of 
December, in which the N-ational Convention had fo- ^ { 
lemnly declared, ** that every nation which would not \ 
rebel againft its government, fhould be treated as an ^ 
^nemy'* Sefc Note 14 to the preceding chapter. It was 
given like wife three days after the refolution of the 24th 
of December, by which the Nattional Convention had 

f|etermined, that the decree of the 19th of November 
fhould be aSually applied to England! A And yet Mr» 
Chauvelin, or rather the Executive Council, was not 
afliamed to aflert, in this very note, that fuch an idea 
could not without injuftice be imputed to the National 
Convention, and that this venerable body, which had 
declared itfelf the decided enemy of all nations, which 

D 2 would 
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*' France not only ought and wiilies to 
^^ refpeift the independence of England^ but 

would not rebel againft their governments, had no 
defign wbatfofever of exciting infurreSions in neutral 
countries. Befides, the interpretation here given of the 
decree of the 19th of November, is in direfl contradic- 
tion to the plain terms'of the decree itfelf, which are, 
*^ la Convention Nationale accordera fraternite et fe- 
cours a tous les peuples qiii voudrontTQConvrtr leur li- 
berte,'* not qui ont recouvre leur liberte, as the interpre- 
tation implies^ which iri other refpeSs is a manifeftab- 
furdity, it being incredible, that in any country a difaf- 
feSed party, which had been able without the affiftance 
of France to accomplifli its purpofe, and efFeft a re- 
volution, fliould be fo completely befotted, as afterwards 
to require the intervention of the Great Nation. Farther, 
the general proclamation, annexed to the decree of the 
15th of December, in which the following words, 
** nous fommes venus four chajjer vos tyranSy^ (Ch. xii. 
Note 22.) was put into the mouth of the French Ge- 
nerals, affords an additional proof, that it was not th^|| 
intention of the National Convention to defer the pro- 
mifed fraternity, till the nations, for whom thrs inefti- 
mable blefling was defigned, had already dethroned 
their fovereigns. And that it was the grand ohje6f of 
the decree of the 19th of November to excite infurrec-' 
"BSro&, had been admitted by the fame French Minifter/ 
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^* that alfo of its allies, with whom it is not 
^^ at war. The undersigned, therefore, has 

Le Brun, from whom Chauvelin received his inftruc- 
tions. For on the 5th of December, three weeks, 
therefore, before Mr. Chauvelin delivered the ptcfent 
note to Lord Grenville, Le Bruain a letter to the Pre- 
fident of the National Convent ion^announced an infur* 
re£lion in a biflioprick of the German empire as an 
happy effeSf of the faid decree. " Citoyen Prefidertt, 
<^ nous eprouvons de jour en jour les heureux effets dii 
" decret de la Convention Nationale, qui promet, au 
*' nom de la nation Fran9aife, afliftanee et protection 
*^ aux peuples qui ofent fecouer le joug de la tyrannic, 
*« et qui plantent au milieu d'eux Tarbre de la liberte. 
*^ Les habitans de Teveche de Potentru, eic.-— -forts de 
<^ /a lot du 19 Novembrcy leur courage s'eft ranime, etc.'* 
Moniteur, 7 Dec. 1792. (The refult of this happy 
efFeft was the eftablifliment, uirdtr the aufpices of the 
Great Nation, of the now forgotten Rauracian repub- 
lic, which, like the Cifrhenane, prefetved a temporary 
exiftence, till the mot her- republic thought proper to 
take her daughter- republics into her own bofom). In 
like manner, the Prefident hinifelf, on the 3d of De- 
cember had quoted the decree in queftion, and intro- 
duced it with the following preface : " N'aurioiis-nous 
*^ reveille les peuples fouverains, det rones par les ro^^ 
'^ que pour les replonger par des tiaites dans la fervi- 

D3 <MadcJ 
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''been charged to declare fbrmklly, thai 
['' France will not attack Holland, while; ihat 
^' power confines ttfelfy on its party xmthtn the 
'' hounds. ofJiri6ineutrality)j{A2) 

« tude ?— Notre diplome d'alliance et de defence reci^ 
" proque eft ecrit de la main dc la nature. Nos prin- 
** cipes et mtxe hatne contre la tyrans^ voila nos minif- 
^^ tres plenipotentiaires." Moniteur, 6 Dec. 1792. 
(It is never to be forgotten, that, in the language of 
the National Convention, the words Roi and Tyran are 
perfeaiy fynonymdus). Likewife Remi, a celebrated 
orator of the Convention faid, on the 2d of December : 
" Apprenez aux peuples a punir leurs tyrans d'une ma- 
*^ niere digne d*eux. — Si vous eleviez des dontes fur la 
<* condamnation du dernier de yos tyrans, fi vous le > 
'* fuppofiez encore au deflus des autres hommes, quel 
^' exemple donneriez-vous ^«Ar ^^w/>/^j a qui mus portez 
" la liberie ? lis croi^ient devoir heftier y comtne vouSy d 
" punir leurs iyrans:' lb. After the unanimous interpre- 
tations then, vsrhich had been publicly given in the Con- 
vention itfelf at the beginning of December, one of 
which proceeded from the Prefident, and another from 
the^ Minifter for foreign affairs, irvsrasexpe<aed that the 
Britifh Miniftry, at the end of the fame month, fliould 
give credit to Mr. Chauvelin's diametrically oppofitc 
interpretation! 

(42} Yet on]y fourteen days zdtx this folemn declara- 
tion. 



U 
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f ^ The Britifli Govemment being thus af- 
'^ iured, refpedling the two points, no pre- 

tion (which has had fuch an effe£l on a celebrated Op- 
pofition writer, that he has aflerted fo late as the year 
1797, ^* the fecurity of Holland, while flie prefcrvcd 
herneutrality, was profeiled and in a manner ^«/?rfl«- 
ranteed'') the Executive Council fent pofitive orders to 
General Miranda, fitrtnvade, within twelve days at fur* 
theft, Dutch Flanders and the province of Zealand. (Sec 
Ch. xii. Nqtes 50 — ^53.} It cannot be obje£led that the 
States General bad in the mean time tranfgrefled the 
boui]ids af neutrality, for a more fcrupulous obfervation 
of t Jiem was inipoffible. An attack on France could 
not even have fO^gefteditfelf to the Government of HoU 
land; for the Dutch troops werp withdrawn ffom the 
frpi|tiers to preferve tranquilpty in the interior, which 
the Rrench party in Holland threatened to difturb : and 
it was |he defencelefs ftate, in which the Dutch fron- 
tier towns were thus left, that tempted the Executive 
Council to give theorder for invafion. But weneednot 
wonder at the falfity difplayed'ip Mr. Chauvelin's 
note, fince Briflbt, who knew all the fecrets of the Exe- 
cutive Cout^cjl, and was thei|^ principal agent in the 
National Convention, declared two days ^^rthe order 
for the invafion of Holland had been actually given, 
that the French Government had no fuch intention. His 
own words were : *' L'agreffion du Siadthouder envers 
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*^ terice for the Icaft difficulty can remain, 
f^ but^n the queftipn of opening the Scheldt^*/* 
^* a queftion irrevocably decided by reafon 

f* li KraAce, ou ripfurreiiion contre lui de la majorite 
•* des Hollandais, voila Usfeuh casy ou la France croi- 
f* fait de Ton devoir, et de fajuftice, de porter Ics armes 
^' dans des Provinces-Unies : ei cds ca^ n^exijient pointy et 
** la France y en ce^ veut rejier tranquille.^' Moniteur, 1 5 
JanV* 1792. The words, <^ ces cas n'exiftent point," 
contain likewife an acknowledgment, that the Stadt- 
holder had not aded hoflilely toward France. Laftly, 
as fdon as BrifTot had ended his fpeech, the National 
Convention confirmed his declaration in regard to Hol- 
land by the following decree : '< Que le porifeil Exe- 
cutif eft charge de declarer au Gouvernement d'An- 
gleterre, que Tintention de la republique Fran^aife'eft 
d entretenir Tharprionie et la fraternite avec la nation 
Anglaife, de refpefter (on independance et celle de ces 
allies, tant que TAngleterre et fes allies ne Tattaqueront 
pas." lb. On the ipih of January, therefore, the French 
^ Government gave the order for the invafion of Holland, 
I and on the twelfth of the fame month tl formal decree was 
i iffued, containing the moft pofitiye aflurances of the 
\ contrary. So daring and fo foleinn a falfehodd had 
I probably never been uttered by Statefmen of any coiin- 



I 



try, till French philofophy and French republicanifm 
had fet religion and honour at defiance. 

'^ and 
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** and juftice, of little^ irtiportan^^^ in it- 
*^ felf, (43) and on which the opinion of 
/f England, and perhaps even of Holland 
^' are too well known, to render it^fficuit 
^^ to make it ferioufly the fole cfaufe of a 
^' war. ) Should the Britifh Miniftry, how- 
** ever, embrace this laft motive to induce 
^^ them to declare war againft France, would 
/' it not then ht probable, that their private 
^^ intention was to bring about a rupture at 
^' any rate, and to take the advantage at 
^' prefent of the moll futile of all pretences, 

(43) It wa^ of no importance, therefore, whether the 
mouth of the Scheldt fliould be converted into a ftation 
for a French fleet ! See what is faid on this fubjeft in the 
-tenth and eleventh chapters. The French Government 
knew, likewife, very well how important the month of 
the Scheldt was for Franccy or they would not have fti- 1 
pulaled in the fourteenth article of the treaty, which | 
they forced on Holland, in May, 1795, that the town | 
and harbour of Flufliing, the fortifications of which t 
comtnand the mouth of the Scheldt, (hould be con- I 
ftantlygarrifoned by French troops. i 

'' to 
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(4!|}iThispafl[age isffaught with artifice arid Ibphif- 
fry . ; : Jttith^ iirfl: place il; is ^efiippofied^ what is abfb- 
lutely folie^ that the; ^ ^ppropriatipn pf the Scheldt tp 
France (for this was manifeftly the meaning of what 
wak Caliejt! the opening of it) Was a matter df total in- 
digereiice : ;b6th to Eiigland aiid Holland : and from 
thefe premiies is deduced the inferenee^ npt ih^t the 
Britiftj Miniflry, in cafe they oppqfed the defign^ fet 
too great a value on the prefervatton of the Scheldt, 
which is the only inference, that the premifes, evenif 
they were true, would warrant) but that the Britifti Mi- 
niflry had long ago meditated an attack c)n France. No\y 
fmce the 16th of November, 1792, the day on which 
the refolution was made for the opening of the Scheldt, 
feveral other very alarming meafures had been taken by 
the National Conventiori, which neceffarily operated as 
ftill ftrohger inducements with the Britifn Miniftry, to 
oppofe the ambition of France. Conrequently, even // 
a declaration of wax had proceeded from the Brinfh 
Gpvernrnent, inftead of proceeding, as it really did, from 
the French Convention, and even if the opening of the 
Scheldt had been a matter of as little confequence as 
was pretended, flill the natural conclufion would have 
b€;en, that tlvofe more alarming meafures, that thofe 
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^* On this fatal fiippofition, ^hich the 
^^ Executive Council reje<fts> (45) the under- 
'* iigned would be authorised to liipport 
'^ with energy thei dignity of the French 
^^ people, and to declare with firmnefs, that 
^' a free and powerful nation will accept w^ar, 
^* and Tepel with indignati<>n an aggrcffion 
*' fo'ltiariifeffly tinjuft, and fb unprovoked on 
^^ their part. (46) When all thefe explana- 

more important motives had occafiohed the war, and 
not ttiat long exifting caufes, which the Executive 
Council neither did nor could alledge, had producecl it* 

(45) Here the fatal fuppofition is rejefted : hut with 
the ufual confiftency of the Executive Council, it will 
be fooh afterwards again aflumed. 

(46) Whoever has read the^fafls recorded in the 
tenth and twelfth chapters of this work will find it diffi- 
cult, perhaps, to reprefs the indignation which he muft 
neceflarlly feel at the hypocrify and infolence of the 
French Executive Council, in daring to ufe fuch ex- 
preffions, as ^* unprovoked aggreffion, purtiy of the ii^ 
** tcntion^of Yiztict^ peaceful and conciliatory meafures,'* 
and the like. But though they well knew, that they 

were 
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'* tioiis^ ncceflary to demonftrate the purity 

* '' of the intentions* of France, aiid when all 

''peaceful and conciliatory meafures fhall 

^' have been exhaufted by the French na- 

^* tion, it is evident that the whble weight, 

! " and the whole refponiibility of the war 
/'' .' ■ - 

^5; ; ^* will iboner or later fall upon thofe who 
I ' '\ 

' ^'have provoked it. Such a war would 

*' really be the war of the Britilh Miniftry 

' '^ only againft the French Republic: and, 

^ "^ *' ftiould this truth appear for a moment 

*' doubtful, it would not perhaps be impof- 

^' fible for France to render it foon evident 

*' to a nation, which, in giving its confi- 

" dence, never renounced the exercife of 

I 
^ere uttering falfehoods, they knew likewife that thefe 
^falfehoods would produce effe<El : they knew that they 
were fumiflbing their advocates with the means of de- 
fence : and they knew by experience how many thou- 
fands were at that time ready to become the dupes of 
th^ moft wretched artifice. It is likewife a matter of 
great importance, when a revolution of principles is to 
be effeSed, to gain the popular opinion. 
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<^ reaibn, and its relpetJl for jufticc and 
'' truth. (47) -H ^ 

(47) "Ce ne ferait te^Icment qu*utt6 gUerre dtil 
feul Mint^ere conxte Iz repuilifUe Fran9aife, etficette 
verite jlbuvait paraitre un moment douteufe, il tie fcrait 
peiit-etre pas difficile d'en eonvaincre bientot une m^ 
tihty qui en donnant fa cbnfiance, n'a jamais renonce k 
rexercife de fa raifon. a fon refpeft pour la verite et la 
juftice/' This fentence relates to the appeal to the 
Englifli nation^ which Le Bfun had already anROunced ^ v ^ ^ ^;;/ 
to the National Convention on the loth of December, / > , ^% -?• 
and which he faid he had given Chauvelin exprefsor* ' ij /*^;|^; | 
ders to make, (See Gh. xii. Note 27.} It has been ,^ ,^;^ ^M 
(hewn in the tenth chapter, that the French Govern* 
ment was at this time fully perfuaded the peopje of 
England were ripe for rebellion, Confequently, it 
was fuppofed that nothing would more contribute to fet 
this people iri commotion, than an appeal to their rea*^ 
JoHy and their refpe£ffor jujlice and truths namely,^as is 
neceffarily underftood, and as Briflbt> in his interpreta* 
tionof the appeal, openly declared (Ch. xii. Nt>te 34.JI 
ixom, the unreafonubUnefs^ the Injufiice andfaithkJfmfsQi 
their Government, from which the people would with-* 
draw that confidence they had hitherto placed in it, aftd 
take the adminiftration of public affairs into their own 
hands, asfoon as they were convinced, (which convic- 
tion the French attempted to produce by every poflible 

aiiifice. 
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; /^ Swch, are the inftrudions, which the 
*^ underiigned has received orders to com- 

artifice, though in vain) that the Bntifli Miniftry ^/^w^ 
wiflied for wa:r>and that too merely bex^aufe France was 
become a republtcJ Such is undoubtedly the meaning, 
though it is Very artfully veiled, of the prefent paffagc^/ 
in Mr. Ghativelin's note^ Now, when two^^Govern- 
snents are at variance, and in a negotiation relative to 
the points in difpute, an Ambafiador of the one, re- 
ceives orders, not only to ufe infulting language to the 
Minifters of the other, but to excite aa infurreSion of 
the people, it is evident that the former Government 
wijfhes not for a coatinuancebut for a breach of peace 
with the latter, which the circular letter of the Marine 
7X? \Minifter, iffued during this very negotiation, fully con- 
^rms. If a Britifti Ambaflador at Paris had vent ured^ 
in a note to the Executive Council, to threaten an ap- 
peal to the people of France, in cafe the National Con- 
vention continued to purfue its plans of conqueft and 
aggrandizement, anid to intermeddle in the domeftic 
concerns of neutral nations, though fuch an appeal 
would have been much more juftifiable, than that with 
which the Britifli Qovernment was threatened, yet there 
can be pp doubt, that he would either have received for 
^^^.anfwer an order to quit the country, or would have 
been committed to the Temple, as an exciter of fedi- 
tion, for, tnder the republican Government of France, 

the 
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^' muriicate officially to lidrd' Grerivilie, in- 
** Viting him> as well as all the Gouncil of 
^r his Britannic Majefty, to weigh, with 
'^ the ni6ft ferioUs ^ttentioti, the delibera- 
*' tidns and demands which they contain. 
^y It is ^mdent, that the French nation de- 
^^ fires to preferve peace witH England. It 
*^ proves this by endeavouring to remove 
^' every fiifpicipn, which fo many paffions 
'^ and various prejudices arc cpnrinually la- 
'* bouring to excite agaiaft it. (48) But the 

the imprifonmcnt of foreign Mimfters tab place at J ^y^' 
Paris as well as at Algiers. Laftly, it is not irnpro*/ 'IhO^'- ''-^ 
bable that the Executive Council, be.fide the grand mo- , 1//-^ ^c? 
tive of exciting an infurrefliop in England, had an ad* / J>: .:?> '^ 
ditional reafon for their infolent conduS : they wifhed -^5- 2^%k 
probably to irritate the Britiffi Miniftry, and to provoke "^ 

a declaration of war already determined at Paris, in or- 
der to avoid the reproach of being the firft aggreflbrs. 
But in this they were wholly difappointed : for Lord 
Grenville replied to the menace with a temperate "firm- 
nefs, which the French themfelves hardly expelled. 

(48) If was not paflion and prejudice, but the owa \ 
ads and declarations of the National Convention re* f- 

corded 
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** more it Jhal! have done to cen^iftce all 
** Europe of the purity of its views> and th^ 
.'^"rseditude of its iritentioM, (49) the greater 
*^ right it will have to a claim of being^^rio 
'^"^ longer mifunderftood. (50) ^^c :>§^.^.::^r^ ;r- 

corded in the Monheur itfelf^ tvhich excited the fuf- . 
picipn, and more than ftifpicion> of hoftile defigns 
againft Great Britain. Nor did the prefeht tlegotiatibri 
contribute in the leaft to the diminution of lt.> ; . 9s;- 

f49) Purily of the views, and reSfitude oi xho, inten-^ 
tions> difplayed by the Kational Convention on the 
19th and 28th of November, and the 15th and 24th of 
December I - 

(50) It is true that their views were tnifunderftbod^ 
and very ftrangely mifunderftood, efpecially by fom^j 
though perhaps not by all of their friends and advo- 
cates : but they were hot mifunderftood by the Britifh 
Miniftry, who deafly faw the point to which they 
were direfled. Gentlemen of the oppofiticfh party like- 
wife appear at prefent to have difcovered the drift of 
French politicks, as we may judge from an admirable 
fpeech delivered in the Houfe 6f Cotiimons on the 20th 
of April, 1798, on vvhich Mr. Pitt very juftly r^iiark^ 
edj that if rafiftance to the ambition of republican 

France 
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v^ The.underfigned has orders to demand 
^^ a written anfwer to the prefent note J He. 
*^ hopes diat the Minifters of his Britannia 
** Majefty will be induced by the explana-. 
*^ tkfns>iwhich it contains> to adopt ideas fa-. 
*' VoiilEdble to a good underftanding between 
*^ the two nations ; and will hare ho oeca- 
*^ fion^ in order to return to theni, to confi- 
** der the fierrible refponfibility of a declara^ 
** tion of war, which would inconteftibly 
^' {>t their work;(5l) tht confequences of 

trance had been defefred till the perioxl, when the ho- 
nourable gentleman became convinced of its neceflity^ 
the Houfe of Commons would have ceafcd lo be the 
iheatre of his oratorical talents* 

(Ji) If this pofitioh was fo cafy tb be proVecl> why 
did riot the Executive Council attempt the proof of it ? 
And why did they Hot comjpafe their own condudl^ 
even to the niceft detail, with that of the Britiih Go- 
vernment, if they were convinced that the compajifon 
V^ould illuftrate the pretended purity of their views, and 
the vaunted rcditude of their intentions ? In fa£l, they 

Vox. IL E well 
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""^-MrqyBMt owhmterefis,i hy ^rm^M^0l 
^mtd Jwppori u tyrOTmkd coaliti^ 
;.i Signed GHAU:V^ELMSr.- 

wfelf knew that fircfi a cctepartlGfi Wpnld illuftrate only 
the bafenefs of their defigns^ and therefore they very 
prudently avoided ft. Their btjj^ft Was, rid? i6 iWvfeffiS 
gate the truth, which would haVe fceeti hfgfily pttji^^ 
cial to them, but to lestd thofe into cfrbt^ wboriih v^l 
their intereft to deceive* 

(52) ** Dans laquelleun peupk genereux etlifereM 

pourrak confentir tong-tems a trahir fes propres int# 

I f Sts, en fervant d'auxiliare et de r enfort a une ^oafUtion 

.':^ ^rannique." Here we have ancitber/ allluio^ to thiP 

threatened appeal to the people of Great Britaiaa> whofie 

. r generofity h extolled, not out erf any regard entertained 

\ for them by the French Executive Council, but in m^ 

\ d^r to feparate the people from the Government, togain 

\ c\r^r the fbriner by the aid' of flattery for the French 

j caulei and, by the affiftance of aft odious contrkft,rt& 

I ^place'theck)ndu(a of the latter, if poffible, in a: deteft* 

U. able light. By this artifice, the rulers of franie endcfa- 

Voured 
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jed: of idiis note was to remoye the caufesiof 
tllH^^ caMpiaints, which had beqi made hf 
lh<^,^iltijQi Goverhment^ and to efFed: a te- 
conoilialion with that of BranGe> we muft 
aekiioivdedge that it is a very fingtilar phe- 
nomenon in digloniatic hiftory. Whenever 

vpyfe^ tp, ^^ccite the Britifli nation againft the Britifh ^ . 

Government^ and to work the one againft the other, C^-'-- ' Z^''^;, " ^/ 
that .both might at length fall a prey to French ambi- c^ o.--'' fr^-^r'^^ 
tion : for they imagined that the people of Great Bri^ . // . ^^>^^ 4 -'> 
tain were fo eafy to be duped, as to be capable of being p } ( f ?! L- 
converted into inftruments of French ambition, as Bar- ;:/ - / . />* \ 
bardii^ faid in the National Convention on the ift of 
Febffiaiy^ " J'ai eljperance de -vmr lepeuple Anglais \-\ioh^^<''^[ 
fortir enfin de la ftupeur,— et mui venger luu mime d'u ne ff f -i u ^*^^ "^ 
Gouf, <^c." Moniteur, 3d. Feb. I793- And that they 
cXpeSed the artifice would footi fucceed, appears from . 
theexpreflion inMr. Chauveliri'siiote: ^* ne ponrrait 
corvfentJr img-tem$2i trahir fes propres interets." Laft- 
ly> thi affertion which is here manifeftly implied, that ■ 
the ;Briti Si Government, in pppofing the French Con- 
vention, afledwith treachery to theBritifh nation, was 
asinColtrnt as it was artful. _ 

: - E2 it 
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^ht^._ png ,GQV.mnm^ntf whibh ^lais^ dtM(^ 
tjbrgaten^d ^r|otto.;;;witb irmiiin^nt^^ferig^l 
iaj^ to^thgt otheti^ it the tely 

cwati^t Qf jsi nagotiatian apparentljqddigitetl 
jt(^4:;f llore harm<any between therrQ a ^t^ifj die 
a;|ij^iHei]Lt wfeioh ; yoti Ixave faeguB^ (la^i 
^iiigii^ Juithe prefect cafe/ as bas Jb^eeti: 
cl^I^jprp:^d^iVWias) merely' flefeii^^ 
Cca^tilmedJj^:W^ ife^U appeal Wyottrpfeoplfe^ 
A^^c^ will jnt^ thete 

owjji interj^fta,/ by:tlfecy?iiig^ to iupport k ty^a^-^ 

o|^§i^^ t|i^;;^3i>veriimeot is ^0/ to^ i^<3: a 
^cpnciliaji^^l^toia^ Ghauvelin's note 

\ji^§§jio^|fejr iraiii;iitinH)ti caufes of tH^fe; 

e<5)mplg.in|s^:;w&kBi fbelBiitiftt GwrcmrbeM 
h|d : ry^ry^ ji^l^/ jtiade, that' it oiily ^afdiei 
new injuries and infialfe^Vtod) if Minil|eM 



had 
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ha4ri5e^3dfeittd retui^^ aiiy anfweVplt^*hkf dt 
1^9^j beidodjteii>bwhethfer> they %but3- fea^le 

^.MfKeCJl^Yfelmy r aimatinwlic) #as^ tb^hg 

l^^r^ mlniikcx jof^/peace/ fedd befen 6iMet*ed dii 

th^^i jfiGddptl J ofi this notej^^d d^^part Irhfik^dl!- 

atdy fromthd ifcingdom, it would have ' beeii 

ftfildiingiji^0re than what the French Ebc^iSu^ 

tiv€(jCGftihcil waiild ha\^ xipne under flmflar 

^ifjQijfpftaft^es. But >fo defoous was t\m Bri^ 

tiltofoAdinmiftration of preventing, if ■ Jiof- 

GiM^ an dpen rupture' wi^h Ffanccy that^Mfr. 

Cb^velin? W[as ? permitted: to remairi> till it 

W^ fojundi that ralL further negotiation inuft 

bejfr^itlefe; and that the French Govern-* 

ment, inftead of oiering fatbfa6lion for the 

pgift> and lecurity ibr^ the ^ ^ture, confirmedi 

by the negotiation rtlclf; tH^ liifpicion #^^s 

deigns, to involve Great Britain both in fo- 

f^igHria6d domeftic wan ' 

bsd E3 Four 
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i02 < Hiftory g/ the Politicks [cH.xiir/ 

, VJFour days, therefore, after the rccei|>t of 
Mr. Chauvelin's note. Lord Grenvrlle re- 
turned the following anfwer. (53) 

" Whitehall, Dec. 31, 1792.I 
/ ^^Sir, 

, ^^ I have received from you a note, in 
./^ w^hich, ftyling yourfelf Minifter Plenipo^- 
'[ tentiary of France, you communicate to 
^^ me, as the King's Secretary of State, tlie 
- *^ inftrudions, which you ftate to have your- 
*' felf received from the Executive Council 
*^of the French Republic. (You are not ig- 
*^ norant/ that fince the unhappy events of 
*^ the loth of Auguft,(the King has thought 
*^ proper to. iiifpend all official eommunica-^ 
*^ tions with France,)(54) You are your- 

(53) The French origiaal is printed in the Moniteur, 
14th January, 1793. 

(54) See what is faid on this fubjedl in the ninth 
chapter. 
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^' felf no otherwife accredited ^o the King, 

^' than in the name of his Moft Qiriftian '\ / 



,> f 



*' Majefty. The propofition of receiving a 
^^ Minifter accredited by any other aiftlionfy 
^^ or power in France, would be a new quef- 
^^ tion, which^ whenever it Ihould occur, 
^* the King would have a right to decide ac- 
f^ corciing to the interefis of His'iubjefts, his 
^^'own dignity, and the regard which he 
^^ owes to his allies, aijd to the general fyf- 
** tern of Europe* J am^ therefore, to inforrn 
^' you. Sir, in expefs and formal terms, that 
" I acknowledge you in no other public cha- 
*^ raider, than that of MInifter from his Moii: 
^' Chriftian Majefty, and that, conlequently, 
^^ you cannot be admitted to treat with the 
*^ King's Minifters in tlis quality and vender 
f^ the jorm\fiaied in your note, (55) 

^^5) << DaBS la quaiite €t -fous la forme dontileft 
*< queftion dans votre note." That when Lord Gten- 
yilje returned this anfwer, Mr. Ghauvelin had received 
no other credentials, than thofe which had been given 
him by Louis XVL appears from a paflage in the note 

E 4 of 
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hnfsiqxD. olt>ny to An: 



of the Executive Council of the 7th of January, I793> 

in which is faid of Mr. Chauvelin ** quoiqu*il ne foit 

/^ i.nod o^- c/iGs^/>a5s^'-^. td;> vr..":-;^^ -iC.":,^- ^:.':^.,..^ .a :.:,■■:■<■, ' 
t.r, ff accre^ijte aupres de fa Majefte Britanriique que de la 

= l!,* PF.^ 5^^ f^"^^vant Roi." Moniteur, 14 Janv. i3'93» 

' ; - -^ Indeed it lyas in fhe note of the 7th of January, which 

.-V- ^^g delivered to Lord Grenville on the i?th of that 

,s.a ^;>ni to y.^..v^u'^_-3iiJ ai,, ...J i-i-- • . ■■ • .; -^ :■■; ■.q ' 
manth, that the Executive Council firft announced to 

^ ' . the Britiih Miniftry; its intention of fiirniflring iVTr. 

;V^ Char^velin with new credentials. On the '2 1 ft of 

' Deceriibir, 1702, therefore, he had no other ptiblic cha- 

f: t > \ raSer, than that with^ which he had been inveft^d by 

Louis XVL, and if the Britifh Cabinet had been ever 

fp difpofed to acknowledge, at this early period, the 

yrench Republic in due form (a queftion, which Lord 

.Grenville leaves here undetermined), ftill it was not in 

its power on the 7 1 ft of December, to admit Mr. Chau- 

: ■^- n 0^^ I'Ja F' ■ ' ^ ;1- ■;•» i,]^}i-. 'I v--^ Mi' ■-.iVi r.z " ^-^ ?■;.''{■■'" v-v '■'•■■■ .'■'■■ 
yelin as the^rnx^/WMinmerof tK^^ 

becaufe he had neither delivered, nor had even himfelf 

received, any letters of credence from the adminiftratois 

of that Republic. Confequently it was impoffible to 

admit him tp treat with the Kings's Mihifters <* in the 

(quality ^nd under the form ftated in his note." But 

Lord Grenville had already declared to him 'f that oui- 

ward forms would be no hindrance^ to his Britannic Ma- 

jefly^' whenever the queftion 'related to eipl^n^tions, 

' '* ' which 
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*f flBnces> wbicli have gi^en to -EHgjt|ind luch 
<< flrong grounds of^ uneaftnefs and jealoufy, 
^^ (56) and that you Ipeak of thefe explana- 

ivhiqh Qiight be fatisfaftory and advantageous to both 
parties. See note 4 to this chapter. The queftio^^ 
therefore, whether the differences fubfifting between 
the two parties could be amicably fettled ornot,' de- 
pended not on the form, but on the ful/larjce vf the n^" 
^ gociation : it depended upon this, whether the Prench 
EsCecutive Council, whatever might be the organ 
through which it fpate, realty gave explanations, 
which were fatisfa^lory, and aflu ranees, on which the 
jSritifli Government could rely. 

(56) Weil might Lord Grenville fay ^[fome of the 
circumftances, which had given uneaiGnefs to Eng- 
land:" for Mr. Chauvciin*s note contained no allufion 
whatjToever, eitl^er to the declaration of the National 
Convention on the -zSth of November, that it was ready 
to^aflift in overturning the Brit i(h conftituticn, or to 
the decree of the 15th of December, which declared 
hoftilities ag^inft every nation, which refufed to take 
up arms againft |ts government, or to the determination 
of the National Convention on the 24th ofpecember, 
that the decree of the 19th of November (hould be ac- 
tuaHy applied to England. 

.. *^ tions 
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|f wiUiftg ^o iQowrey to. you, t1;e joptific^tipi^ 

f5,tte;,i\ibJQ^ of; :^ you Iwe co^iimuni- 
f f p^d. tQ ni^, ^l^ovfgh uu4er a form vf l^c|\ 
^^is nieitha:^regular,nor pffi^ ,^ ,;^ ,. 



vji 



. .*^ ^(^r,e:?:planations are ccMifuiiedfQ th|e^ 
/^ points, ^he firfl: is that of the clecqre^ of 
*^ the National Convention of the igth of 
/^tNovemh^r, in the expreflions of v^hkh all 
^, England few the formal declaratioriL .of a^ 
^td^fign.to e;xt^rid univerfally thie, uew pnnr 
^' ciples of government adopted in France, 
* ^ and to encourage diforder and revolt in al 1 
* .^ .cqi;i;itries, even , hi tkoje . which are neur^ 

;.' : (57) It is true, that Mr. Chauvelin^/z^^ of th^jLS 
% - /^ ^' \. fuch : but whether they really were fo, the reader will 
]^'!'_ ' , eafily determine from the fidtes 41 ahd 2f:^ to^cthis 
^' , chapter. . ,.^^ ^, 
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^^ i^eptfefent: afe 'mjtrriotis td" the Cbttvetiti6n^ 
^ (^b&ld Mmit of atij dofibf/ it is Btit^ ^o 
"'well juftified bjr the coriHua of iH^iOSon- 
'^^ veritioii itlelf: ak^^ /A^ /^^c^*?<i^ ^;i^£/^ 
*^ pflncipJes to the Kings dohtinhm has ¥een 
^^jhewft umqMivacally by the pilMic reception 
^^ given to the promoters (f^dltion in iJus 
*^ country, and by the fpeeches made to them 
*^ prectftly at the time of thit decree, mdjince 
^^ on Jf^eral different occafions. fSQ J 

'"Yet, notwithftanding all tfiefe ^pirbofs, 
^^ Jupported by other circunt/iances whieh are 
"too notorious, (to) it' WbtiM Have beferi 

(58) The eleventh article of the decree of 15th De- 
cember (Ch. xii. Note 14), is a general proof of this 
affertion : and the refolation of the a4th of Dtc^^ttiber 
(lb. Note 14), is a particular proof of it in regard to 
England, ^ * u ; * 



(60) See Ch. X. p. 222—238. 



'' with 
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ni^tl}^^^^( ^^JpiWgtend, .witji.rrei^ito 

^^ j^^rcfi ,a y^iffijcifixt iecurity ia futuxcj for 
^r tli|^. piaintenance of tlm^ reiped: toward 
^' t|ie^jj^J^ts^^h^;gp]^rnnie^ the tjan^ 

I'J . guiU^^ c£, 4jeutf al p^>wej:s, i?rfiioh . they 

n/lW^ P^ vf '^^^ ^COWt th^ right tOriiSX- 

":m^--:' ....•:- T.-:. ..;;.- '. nv:-. .d^ ' 

'' Nekher this f^^^ nor this feci^-y 

// / / *' rity^ i^ fpumi in,"tlm;term§ of an cxplaaa^- 
/ i ^ ..." tion, d;^M j/?/// ^(7^57^ to the promoters of 
:y " '^JeditlminWei^^^^ 

" m which they may count beforehand on the 

^^Jiipportmdjfiiebmf'o^^ 

^^jfervesio tkafc^imfr^iUe r^ghtojj^^ 

^' herjelf in otir iMiian^al^f^^ 

^'^ Jk&il: judge ky-pr^^^Smtd^^pY^hm "W^ 

'' cdmpatihk imthth^poMlMW^ifuftbns of all 

'""':. .■ . " " " "'■ ■ '^ '^ the 
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«tipereei<^fiig fio^ 'ffi&is;B--k 3i6cliittttotf like 
*frtM&^sceA(MSie&io e^oi^^d Hifordei-- and 

'^ the internal affairs of France. (62) And 

(6 1 j Confequently the explanation, which the French 
EkeSiti^ Goiiricil gave of the decree in qu^ wa$ , 

fo>foifiaom ^orUngifAthh&kn^^-^e'pz&i ^Te-- \\ 

already offered, and masrnified the danger with which 

■X'^^^^ t^'j .■■' \^^A'-^:*^ rcM'-'^^-^ r<y:^'-: ■.^■■u:...^-^^ - v. 

Great Britain was already threatened, 

{^2,): Xhe,ackno\|4?d^^t^^i^^Bt^Pi th«^:|l5^h 
Minifter for foreign affairs, on this fubji^a, a{ the^aj^terj 
efid of Auguft 1792, has be^n already quoted at the be- 
gftinihgM the nihtif clfapt^rra^ Britifti^a- 

binet hay^^ontinved to^rcferve ifeevindfl: flriSk' pettf^iN 1 1^' 
toward France^ eyentotb^pj^rip^t^t^cJ^ 
wrote the prefent'note, was admitted by the National 

Convei^tion 
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'^riki^^cfenti^aft is alotle^^fefent ^to^ fll^^ 
'^mot-^orHy that iiEngliami "oMnde CoiiiMfef 
*^^ i^iidbB^ti>;>e^iiiati(M ^ ^s dktisfadlorjrii^feUt 

^ptfimtimeafi^^ cm ^^- 

i i^* j,|^(K?eed ix> t^ two tether pbkMis^^f 
^^ r^f c^ vexplaiiifatiorfy wliich ^6htern the ge^ 
^iiSei5aiidil|)Qfitions <)f Prance with regarditb 

CJonventlon Itfjglf pjti the 13th of January 1793. 'JFot 
the introdiidion to this decree runs thus : " L«a Cpn« 
** vention Nationale informee par le Miniftre des af-* 
'* faires;etraiigeres, des preparatifs extraordinaires de 
*' rAnglet^rjnej Gonfiderant le changement de conduite 
*' de ce pays relativement au caractere de neutraliie qu'U 
'* avait consemee jus(iu'ici touchm^^^ la France^ 

^^ etc.'* Moniteur, 16 Janvier, 17^93. With refpeft 
tip the; fudden change in the qondufl of the Britifli Ad*- 
miniftration , which is h^rie ir^ade a fuhj efl: of compla^inty 
it was the unavoidably, confequenae d£ thenieafur€S, 
. wMQh had been taken by thjB Goavention itfelf :^ for it 
isr,9l?vious, that, ]>vhcn oni? nation. is threatened iby 
another, it muft put itfelf in:a pofture of defence. ? 

■■-:^.^j ': ' ^^ the 
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*i^yif8(:^f tb^fCont^entljbatimJ its u¥&acn>wt^ 

" ftiall obfeire- a^4^a^r;rij^fr^^lity, is^^cm- 
" ceived nearly in the fame terms with that, 
*fo^^J^y^^r' werevcjh^^d^it^ in the 

^^^am^ of /his Moft Ohriittaa Maj^fty iiT'tAi^^^ 
'<irti€>pth <b!f June laft. (63) Since^hat fitfl: 
*^ declaration was made, an officer, ftating 
¥:himielf to be employed in the fervice of 
^^'FlaEnce, has openly violated both the ter- 
*\ ritory and the neutrality of the republic, 
^^ ija going uprthe Scheldt,^ to attack the ci- 

(63) Tbc foUdwing is the paffage in Mr. Chauve- 
Hn'6| note of the,>8th Jutie, to wliich Lord Grenville 
hefe ialludes* *^ II s^efnjprM*e to ineme teiiis de lui 
decfef^sr, ccmformemetit ali^d€fir enbnce dans cette re- 
pcm&ir^ue le5 droits delous-Ies allies de la Grande Bre- 
tag«c qui n'auront point pfovoque la France par des 
dfimlarchBS hofiilespferoUt par lui non moins religieufe- 
roent i:efpefles.v i Moniteur, aoth July, 1792. 

-^ *' tadel 
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Viffii^^^ Me treatiesr% ^^^^^St' 

" ai^Mle e^plaSatlKh, y&ume#y^M^%" 
" tlife' tame' fermf 'ttie' ^^tM'of^r^f^kmk^' 

" iarid ahclKer' allies, yon'kMMc^^Witi^, 
" ihat'^ikoje, 'hi 'wh'ofe'name "jdii ^^WytmMi 
" to maintain thefe opeji and injurious aggiref- 

(64) See Ch, X. Note 10, and Ch. xi. Nolc^I '^ 

'* But 
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'' jmm ^rti<ni%.i«gi|, 1^ yp^ ^y ^^'^ *fe? 

^' |^|«^ Q£,|iie.S^|e^ If it w^ tni^ 
" tJ^t^^^ qi^ftion k in itfclf of little ini- ^ 
^^ .^3rtp^€^jf .this would i^jrye only to prove 
*^ ix^re cle^prlj; that it was bipi^ht forward 
'^ c^jr.^ #te purpofe of infulting the al- 
" J^j^.Eiigland by the infra<5lioa of their 
*^j35^tralilgr, and by the Yiolation of their 
'^jights^ which the faith of treaties obliges 
"^is p) maiatain. But you cannptbe ig- 
^^IlfOj^:ant that here the utmoft importance is 
^^attfi^ed to thofe princip which France 
*^ wijflies to eftablifli by this proceedin^^ and 
^^ tq^thofe confqquepces which would natu- 
^^. rally refult from them : (65) and that not 



(6^ /^Ehe dangerous cowfequcnces both to England 
and to Holland, which neceflarily rcfulted from the 
opemng of the Scheldt, when France was in fofkiSon 
of the tbw Countries, have been ihewn in Ch* x.^i. 
196, and Ch, xi. p. 254 — 258. With refpeft to the 

Vol.. II. F principles. 
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^^Sf^ ^tirofe : pkicipl^ -aW thofe confc- 
>^* ^querices, will n^ver- be admitted byqEng- 
*^ l^ttd/but that flie is, and ever will be, ready 
" ftPi^I^ofe th^l» w^ all her loree^ 3 

; ^^ J^ji<pe c^aha^e: txo fight; to aiiniil the 
i^4i%t*l«tipnsirdative to^ the Seheldti liafilefs 
^^4hc iym ?al|0 the.riglit ta iet ji^fide t^ally 
rf ^-# tW(>ther treato 

^f^qf EfUiptpCj md ^11 th# Qth^t righte- of 
v^ iEE^§ind> or of her alli^- Mit c^n^ ;h^re 
^^.ev^u no pretence to interfere in the quef- 
<'tipa of opening the Scheldti unlefs^^ A^ 
^l:^ere the ibvercign of the^ Lo w Gounteies, 



jrincjples, which the French Republicai) Goyernmcnt 
wiihed^to eftablifh by this proceeding, they implied no* 
thing left tfaan^ that the modern rulers of France pof- 
fefled the right, not only to intermeddle in the internal 
^flfairs of neutral nations, vbut to aft as the arbitrators of 
all Europe. In.fa£t, they have both aflbmed this right, 
andiiave exercifed it during feven years, Ivith almoft 
uhrcniftted fuGcefs* 



•'ftf 



or 
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ca-xiii.] of Gnegt'^mah and France: fs 
" oriiati'tHe i^i^t td diAdtfe laws to all Eii- 

. (*' Engiaiid will never cGnifeiit that France 
*' fHall arrdgatb thfe powei: of annulling at 
** iieir pieafarfe, and tiiidief pr^tenlefe ■£$? 'a pre- 
*f tacaded niiturai right/of whiGh jQife Ihiakes 
" licrfek the briiy judges the -poiiticSlfyf- 

* -« tern 6t Eurd{)e,)diaBiidied i>y iblenih! trea- 
** tiesi and guaranteed by the cohfent of all 
*' the powferis. This Govemhienti adhering 
^^ to thfe iiiaxims Whibh it has follbwed for 
*< 'ttidre than a ceiitury, will alib( never fee ^ 
J* With ihdiffejrenGfe that France ihall maktj " 
*' herlbif, either direiftly or indiredl/, fovcr 
*^ mgn bf the iLow doiiritrieS^of general 
*^ arbitreis o£, the rights and liberties of Eu- 
^^ rope. {^If France is really defirdus of main- 
^' tSfwfg frietidpiip and peace with England^ *' 
\'^'Jhe ihtiji Jheiv her/elf difpofed to renounce her 
** vievos of aggrejjion and aggrandizement , 
■}* and to confine herfelf within her own terri* 

F 2 *' tory. 
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76 Hlftory ofthePoUtioks [ch. xi; 

'^ torvy without mfultmg other governmentSy 
'^ without dlfturllng their tranquillity ^ with- 

.^^ out violating their rights. (QQJ 

\ /xjnmH brni^'^^l barii^ nA h'^ niiono> -nil ' 

(66) " Si la France defire reellement de cpnlerver 
^ ratilfci^ ^ct ' la |)yii'yvd^ii l^AngWtierrei - il fetit q^ii'elle fe 
itiont^e;difpof4e i^^remnper AJ^^ "^"^^ d'jignJftoni^t[£dg- 
gra^diJfeTn^t^fy ft. ^Je^ tenir, ^J^f.PnPf^ 
mger les antra goupernemenSj fans troubler kur repos^fans 
T;/y<fr leurs droits:' J By this clear and preciie declara- 
tiotf df tli^ cohd?t?6^S,^ftrfer which^th^^BritiSi^ell^inet 
vv:as .^lH,|ig;rto.v^oAtJnue a.t ppaei^ with Jpi^ce3ij,^nd 
^Athput which, peace could ^ipot ^oflil^ly b^^^^iqt^^e^, 
the negociaiion was brought to a crifis : and the iflue 
of it now depended entirely on the qufeftidh, whether 
the National Convention would renounce It^irifeWs 6f 
conqueft and aggrandizement, and ceafe to interfere in 
th^ internal cfoncerns of he^ftfal natibhs^ t6"ihfffrige9crh 
their privileges, and difttjrl) their trahquillity. IFfhe 
National Conventioh thought proper to fdBmit f6 tHefe 
conditions,/ which, <:)n the^ne hand were abfoluteiy- lie- 
ceflary for the pfeftmtio'i^i of Great Britain, and, ori 
the other hand c6uld hot %e confidered as injuTious 
to France, bec^ufe they \^e're rfot¥ifig'M&fe-tRan v^HSt 
^ the French Government itfelf had repeatedly declared 
to Be file Kafis of theiV rietv fyftem of j^cilitic'ks^Hi^eace 
wis prefeiived, ivhethe^'^^rahc^ \vere"S-^nl6ft^^ 
, r, , .< , ^^r^public. 
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CH. XIII. J of Great BrUam and France. 77 

'^ With f elpect to that character of lU- 
*' will, which is endeavoured to be found in 
•' the condu<5l of England toward France, I 
^' cannot difcufs it, becaufe you fpeak of it 
//in, ^e^i^iial terxns Qnly> withput alledging a 
^;^ fingle^ife^.v^^ AH Europe has leen th^ juf- 
^^^ ti'cf^ ind the ^enerofity which have cha- 
^^ raaeri the condu^ of the Kins;. His 

^hihe ii^rk^SHP ^ as 7nay]he real 

^WiWidt; 'W^'^M0m with the miePefls 
*J atf^^ ^^f^t^ of his oipn dominions y arid with 
% tbelgmeral/eeurity of Europe. fQ7j ' 

<:crnd^ionS ,tq anj^ particulars fpf I3| <^gov&vnm^^U: But 
i^ the JlatioQ^ Qony^ntionr^jefled the conditions, tfeey 
cppfij^ed the fufpicions already entertained: and left 
tl}e ^Wtil^ Minifters^ no . ot%r r^hpice, than either ^ to 
p^gejpayp -foi^ a kiiouscqvfih^f^Qf tp, facrifice their couA- 
t^;^ tlfi^jafl^bitioiiof Fra,ace. , 

(67,) " Sa Majefte a toujours defire la paix. EUe la 

de fire encore; mais reelle et folide, et telle ^'jelle foit 

compatible avec les interets et la dignite de fes etats, et 

F 3 avec 
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-^cmOti dye 1^ ^ y^w{)a|ter Ip% flt^hlg. 
f 5^^ ^tolwha^ retails to merai^i t^-my^95^l- 

f^ Majefty thg aiJ^ 

f^ aii44-H^#ti0%nif^ gi^^ to jQu on 
*' this fubje<5l, any morp than on th^t of the 
f/ appeal which jyoupropofe to male tt) the ^ngy^ 
^' lljli' nation. (58) This nation, accordiug 
^^ to that conftitdtioh by which its Hbef ty 
f ^ and" its prpjfperity are fecured, and which 
^' it will always be ablp to defend againjQ: 
*^ every/attack, direcS; or.indired:, will never 
*^ have with foreign powers connexion or 
^^ correlpohdence, except through the organ 
*^ of its -King : of a King whom it loves and 

aVec la furete generate de TEurope." Here reference 
is again made to the conditions, which had been already 
precifely determined. 

(68^) -Befide^be mfiniiation irt Mr. Chauvelin's note, 
lee-thei 4dclarations made on this fubjeft in the Na- 
tional Ckmventaon i>y Le jfeun and ' Briffot, Ch» xii. 
'Note$ 19, 30, 32r where I^ord GreoivHle's -obfejrvations 
on it are quoted likewiTe ii> !te}Fre«ch>original. 
"'"^' - - ^* reveres^ 
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^' ifeparatei his- rights> aad . his hap5)inirfsi^ ^J^^^'re^Ji^ 
% 4ram t^€ rights^ tk^ iitt©re|l%#nd t4|iEbba|)^ 

(6g) This note is written -^f Ith the coolnef^ and dig- 
nity of a ftatefmari, who is^coii(cious of having j\j6icc 
dniWi^fiae^and^fomis^ a ftriliihg ^ntraft #&Ji th^ike- 
mck^g Janguage adopted in M.t* Chf |^v^in*s nrt« : an<l 
this contrail is the niore remarkable, when we confider 
that the Britifli Secretary of State was doomed to notice 
itbt only improviiked aggreMons, but ixplanatibns Iftill i I 

itKjre^di%aftingand infolent^^tb^ftlthek^ I 

felves. Yet there arqwritervevep of our own coun- 
try, who have venturjsd tddeclare.that no one can com- 
pare the/^w/ir/z/^ language of the memorials from tht* 
iExfectrtiVe Gpuncil <>F ^rSn€h willt xh^ ifip^Mte or- 
rogance vifible in the notes of Lord Grenville, without 
drawing a conclufion greatly ta the <iif4dyantage of thie? 
latter. Such an affertion is quite Jn character; and 
correfponds exaftly with the' t6ne^ adopted by the 
Fjrench tbemfelyes,* whoydtH^ing th« 1^* nf^godatitm at* 
B^adt, after all that part of Germany^ wMchlies^ta 
th« weft of the |lhine, tc^etjiej with tht Auffrflan Ne- 
ther l^idsliad been forntaHy 0eded ta thenfj, afteir tb^y 
had made themfelves^mailers of V^^tA^t^X^j^ and 

y 4 after 
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■^3^h-B¥^hm9^ii^4^m to,-U>^Tms the 

\iS5Sffe.MM#^^#f> ImmnMm^Am the 

rMW^if^l ^h^Mm^g „nego|tiation,;\ and as 
l^l?'^^?l?^*^^^i{J89uWfi^t o|i:feme;imporla«ice, 
=sW§l(';^^f?5!?P/Po«^%rafele%hit,onahQMftory 
aPi.^W^^, ^9ii|ipfeiitMA^iJl.feeMnecfiffajy 'to 

-:QfI^hM-^<iy^y ,2d. 4.m^<UmhiiAi?A d?egms 

^:'.fef /"-tT^-k^Iw^s .^pmfejS/itoitoiByour 
■] n'iiiifeervt jfpQi-tSr fio the; QonTentinn^jand in 

after they had conquered Switzerland m the midft of 
^ne^mct^ tfMiiltiafty VA y\W^^rePfdPnfces 

flioul^ rpallpf |u.ppo/ejtb^t. Fr^n^lv r^fxpbl^ca^^^-^g^offeffed 
the privilege of fettlne common fqnfe at defiance. 

•J {7<s)*Thfe'FreiicH^origi»ii4s'prfAto in'tli^' lAlitfientic 

.^¥if %9©4eti<3e^iMtf^Jc£ with^fe Prijb;>itjtpeAdix, 

p. 92 — 98. I do not quote the whole of this letter 

„|jf?f*,¥SP|?3fen55Mrfi?i^t^jfif^ jt ^ilite^o^^^r. (l^ngs, 

the fubje£ts required. f? ? ;;U 

" the 
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' ^«<thi"airii^6Ha^'lte6h^r!ite rdknV ^t de- 

(f^tilfi ?-'rfDe'W?^n\fc'4fi^^^'''Mffeft"'fei|ftias ^' ' 
b5?i*foM^k^'Sncl ■;^^^ffifeam^; t6Pf^d^, %Rat 

ni'lya3Aians^nu$m&\lHh'i\MMiiMM}^~A 
" great calamities are fometimes n^eceffary to' 

jaOraj«ditj)^nafdyoiM3i(naru|ui6fi!S Itf tb® Aiiftrian 

^^ made you lofe fight or what you owe to 
s^LW^l^^f^^^^ bm*^q9te|rrortibe^u(e you 
,5fbfef(pfiqdedi %fth€ ytMc^lia^o^t^m^MM^, 

i^^io! ?idl 'io 3lc)rl // adi otoL'p ion r>L i 5^' — i^ .4 

Note 18. .b'.i'UM^i ?io':?fdi;i o>\. 

^'^^ ^'againft 
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*^^fe;w^&^Q\#JB^ it toadopt 

^!i ib^/feniP^ pr^c^l^s^ ■ pC an^eby^ of which 
^i:jmkim^ befiijtife^jYi^imfrfirtce't^^ of 

^ijulf^a 7^a#v^^vMr. Milesi, after a Ibng^f^ 
jl^iiffi^i^fbich :b€ eftdjeayeurs to pMVc the 
f^idi^Qj i^f^{lpiQn of ^, the i Brilifh Caibijieti, 
^ZJ^)jithl?C^f ^oceeds ^: f^l^ : -^ il^^^ll all 
fS'ijm^l f:J»idS$LrmS:r ppt an (^d to jpii^ 
*lpigan(la> 2^4 J^^ longer ftrive to difttirb 
/^.the public tmnqmllity in ^his country. 
//i¥our xiecrees of: the l^th.o£ November, 
jtmjd I5t^; laf Decenaber^l^/j^re ^ime^ 

(72) See Ch. xi. Note 51.^ 

levelled at thtscowr^try, Jn cpivfe^^eiiKS^i^ 
which prevailed in France, that we wer^ on the eve of 
an infurredion in England, and that the promife offup- 
pi^t wcATld intently produCJe an'explofionu '^i ?f ik^ 

,, ^^ which 
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^' tihtientB dkfc^^^:jSoWt?^5^^ £te :e:q>lidit 

^^ ari Miiverialy3f($iilagE^ 

Vftxtiiab jrott, if we w^eK even ia^ttemo^c^ab- 
^TjedldftateM ilaveryj lafc ti^.^nd cmf <^^iiis 
/^^akmec^^ntl^asi^u jdicr not ^d tlbm, Why 
^:>t^miWeS3^uftfehfe:ab^t 'them? I dwell 
'" the more willingly on this article, as I am 
.'' no ftranger to the' groundlefs hopes you 
^Shm^mmm^^<d^^,r^f;s^t^ and 

*' jmpbflibie for in^^d afliii^j^ou^or ^ven to 
5' hpld^ny corj:s^r^cJe;nce wi^tk yoii,,iC>rlfiie 
^' Executive Council." Laftly, after haVMg 

once 
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84 Hiflory of the Pohticks ^CH. xiit* 

CaDmet was uncerely dilpofed to prelerve 
pe^Q^^afid th^t,it;v5K9aild;n(^t mlm^zvsxt^^^mm^, 

<^aMibh,'bf as^a nieaiufe of neqemtV, to re- 
ge|lga ^grcf]§pp^QA the pa,rt. of J]ra;^Gs>(,;^#). 
he madeto thc^Flreneh Minifteii'the -follbw- 
iiig'clddlai'atibrf . " ^^' This cbiiititl^ woiild not 
*^ be averle to an arrangement didated^more 
' ' ^]i|^j^^:^ij^ x;ircum{ira<l^ r tbpja:; by, 'p£ri \ 
*^ tipep i J feavfe piM3p<^fcd tlii^^ife^^ 
" the ' only condition on which you would 
* ^ agree to give jup, the Sche][dit:> JCXW>n]^c^\ ^ 
" ya\if:,conqueiis,)and grant peace tcj Fmffiit^^ 
^^ #rM MM^. (74)-^ li rsJhrM E3^MM' 
" power f Council) to dectde^^ 

jf(^3) Mn Mile^*$ bwh #ords in the French original^ ^ 
were : <* ne rend^isjjas' la guerre neilrefTaire, ni comiiie ' 
mefiir^a de precauti<!m,jh:i par iiecefBte pour iepouflef 
une^^agfeffibn de votre part, >/ ' ^<9ikr i^e VaUre'z ^alz' 
cdmptez'lji^deflus, et je re^pbndrarflu tefte. ' ' 

(74) Mr. Miles has not explaine/l in ,\yhat the^ prq- 
pofed arrangement confifted : nor is it eafy to difcover 

it 
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CH. xiii.l of Great JSritain and France. 85 

drt%^'Jfi ?S. «,^.#^^^.^.^|93,. after 5l^g 
French Executive Cjouncil had received Lord 

icfi-otn th6*tbilMRt« ^flhis 'letter klM; *1H thfe'lefii 
tej^e i|:{^m|^jaj;elyj^^p^eced^flgii^ere it h n^t.ursil tb took 



pUnation, he liad faid: " Be wife, and you 



for ail ex 

*' will reitlore liberty to Liege and Brabant : the empire 
<*^ 'andf che'EfeJp'erdr wlHlaVfe^ ftcAfein^^' to' fajff ^'nd aferavig 
" ^/X^IIoyatD^gtel^yiilllfe freed^ftbiBiia yob^^iiwhioh* 

felf fays, that the arrangement, which he had propofed, 
was oietafea more oy imperious circumltances, than by 
jaftiide, h^ c^ld iiot-^lffidetd '^i^ j«ft-^«ibnti6iifed Yeifte- 
n^^Jg^rfg^f^ t^i^^iejgf ^ad^JpriabanS, beca^fb he j^pte^ 
fents that arrangement as perfeftly confiftent; with iuf- 
tice. Befides, he fays to Le Brun, that he had propofed 
tht^irfan^beriPiri qiieftiWri,' aVthe only condition on 
w4iii$j itli^ Esce^utiY^ Ccwnqil h^ould-cdiifent to renounce 
its cc^nauefts : bia^ it.i^a certain fi^Q:^ a$ willprefentljf ap- 
pear, that the erefting of Brabant and Liege into an in- 
dependent republic was a condition, to which the Execu- 
tive Council wa$ refplv^d not t^p fujjmit. The ^rrange- 
merit^n (jueftiof^^.l^b^psCpr^ miift^n^^ elf^p:, 

and as Mr. Miles hadbeen already informed in>a letfer, 
dated Paris, 17th December, ,179a, that the Executive 
Council WQuld infift on the formal acknowledgment of 
the French Republic as 3.Jine qua non (Authentic Cor- 
reff^ondence^ Appendix, p. 83), we may conclude that 
■'''""'' • ' the 
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aiidibfe 'B*u%wiie, in all matters relative t6' 
fttfelgft' aikir^y was the prijieipal perfeii ifi ity 

.(•■'■ ;?I ^i'lfi J •■ -^ )i:> ^^'^v- -, ''^ ''■ ■■ ^:a •■^^-v^i'i^- 
tlie arfahgement, which Mr. Miles propoferf to (he 

Bruiib Miniftry, as ati indifpenfabk condition of pea^ey 

#ai 4fi6i bthter thab^'the requiied ackri^^wledgm'^nt off the 

f'r^nch Republic, efpecialjy as he/fays it v^as diftated 

father by imperious circumftances, than by juftice. If 

this eonclafion be juft, the Britiflh Miniftry, according 

to Rlr. J^rles's own account, would have confehfedaf 

tfi^clpfip of the year 1792, tohav6 acknowledged: the 

French , Republic, had this^Republie :C6Bfchted:td re- 

iiouftce all views of conqufeft andaggrandiTieffleAt. 'I^he' 

%VQrds of the original are : On n'eft p^s do. totit eloigne 

d*un; arrangeittent^ que les eircoftftances imperieufcs 

ont peut-etre di£ie beaqcoup: plus .que la juftice. But 

whether this or .g;ny other arrangement _was meant,:Mt. 

Miles reprefented the acceptaixce of it by the Brit iflv 

Miniftry as a mark of great moderation: a;nd in the 

fentence immediately following that, which was, laff 

quoted, he faid tD Lc Brun, *' if you decline ah arrange- 

inent Jo reajonalle (iih arr^^ngemeht fi raifonnable), a 

calamitous vvar will be the confeqnefiCe. The refufal,- 

therefore, of acceptance of it oh the part of the.EKeCii- 

tive Council decided the ifTue of the negotiation.. But 

we (hall fee fr9ro their note, which was dated the„ 7th 

©f January^ and eonfequently after Le Brun had re- 

cei^etf 
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bad Hkewtf6 .^etjmvedn A^-. Milcs's Ifetteg lof 
tl^e S^df of : Jawa^,(theibllQwiqg aQ|e ^^hich^ 
a$ Pfillappearftom^^h^ jclafe of ft> \^asifchfe 
ultimatum of the , French Government^ was 
figned ^j. C? fiwn in the iiaroe of t^xe ^xe- 
ciiti ve> Go^pcil^ : tad itnt to Mi--, t Chauvtlin^ 
Whb, ori the 1 3^h of 5anuary^~coxiimUhita^^ 
It to Lord Grrenville. (75) 

ceived tlie prefent letter frotlh Mr. Miles, /for it was 
imriacdia^ely fent to Paris in a difpat€h from NdM 
(Authentic Correfpondelice, Appendix, p: 105), tliat 
they ftiltiperfifted in the opening of the Scheldt,- in the 
occupation of the Netherlands as long as they thought 
propeiT-atid in the right to interfere in the internal <ion^ 
jCeirns of neutral nations, in €afes which they referved to 
.Aemfelv^s to determine. Their objefi, therefore, was 
not tflerdiy to found arepublic in France, but to acquire 
wnlimifed donnimon ovet dtiern<SLtion\s. ) 

f (75) ^^^ French original is printed in the Moniteuf, 
I4rh January, 1793, and is fuperfcribed: Note officiell^ 
du PoUvoir'ExeGutif de J*^rance, en reponfe a celle du , 
Miniftre Britanmque. Paris, le 7 Janvier, 1793, Tan 
deuxleme de la Republique. — In the l^^ew Annual Re- 
gifter for 1793, where the Englifti tranflation of ibis 
note is printed, an error of the prefs has taken place ih 
regard to the date> namely 4 infte^d of 7.] 
- • / ^'Th^ 
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8$^ l^^ofthej^c^}^4f\ [^^?yr^^f 

^* 1^ pfoyifipn^t Executive GoiMtcU cf< 
'* tb€ French Rqpublic/ before they rje^ly 
'^ xomc particularly to eac?]f» oC tlia p^?^s 
*^ comprehended in the note remitted to 
" them on the part of the Mitiifter o3F Ms 
'^ Britannic Majefty, will begin by repeating 
*' to that Minifter the moft exprefs aflUrr 
'^ anccs of their lincere defire to mainta^ki 
^* peace and harmony between' Fratieg^iid 
*' England. The lentiments of the French 
" nation toward the Englifh have beenjfm^- 
•' nifefted, during the whole courfe of thei 
*^ revolution, in fo conftant, fb unanimous a 
** manner, that there cannot remain th^e 
" fmalleft doubt of the efteem which, it 
*' vows to them, and of its defire to have 
*^ them for friends, {j^^ 



*"f76) It cannot be denied that the National Convention 
had manifefted its fentiments to cnany EnglKhmeii^ 
(efpecially to thofe, who on November 28th, fignified 
theix intention of overturning the Britifli Conftitution) 
in fo conftant, fo unanimous a manner, that there could 
not remain the fmalleft doubt of the efteem, which it 

vowed 
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or> more properly fpeaking, for dupes. In addition to 

attod^fllJKta felt ctififepte, :^3C^QlMrdted,iat, WhUe!&Jat9^^^ 

decree in favour of univerfal infurreftion was voted. 
This feftival is deCcnbed at length in Rivmgfon s An- 

f^ ^t^N9po^4i9fiS<4ti«iij%r^^^^^ 
perfons frotn other natioms : feveral qaerabers of the 
National Convention were prefent, likewife Generals 
C&n^^iil&e ^Mf^fiBye;j;4!th!t^ 
giralllJ^TllbiriaiP^, '^M diher1i^di^nd*rii tctatrac- 

toafts were drunk. « The. National Convention of 
France." "The Patriotic: Societies of Great Britain and 
Ireland, with tbofe who have contributed to inform 
and ealjghten the people, Pneflley, Fox, Sheridan, IJar- 
iow^" &€,—** 7/^^ approachng National Convention oj 
Greahntaln and Ireland^—'' MayHeVorutions never . 
Jbe naade iv ^^/^f^i. ' 
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go Hifiory of the Politicks [ctf. mtu 

*^ than to its intereft. {77) Before it proceeds 
<^ to fuch a difagreeable extremity, explaaa- 
** tions areneceflary ; andtheobjedof thei» 

^{^>^) From this declaration the Britifli dbverriment 
could draw no other conclufion, than that an apen at- 
tack on the part of France was not far diftant : for, as 
the French rulers themfelves declared, that a rupture 
with England would not be contrary to their tnterejl, 
one might be certain, ihat their thirft after conqueft and 
dominion, on which no man, who has read the tenth 
and twelfth chapters of this work, can enterjtain a 
doubt, would fliortly derive new gratification ip a war 
with England. The reafon why they fuppofed that a 
•war with England would be fo advantagedtis to^'them, 
has been already affigned in the tenth chapter. They 
imagined, namely, that the difafFefled party in England 
(as was afterwards the cafe in Ireland) would immcdi-/ 
ately join them,* that a civil war would be the'cdnfe- 
quence; and that both parties (for they confidered the 
'difaffeded merely as inftruments in their own hands) 
would at length fall a prey to French avarice and ambi- 
tion. Their pretended friendihip, therefore, for the 
Englifli democrats (for they certainly had none for the 
nation at large) was nothing more than a fnare: and, 
without doubt, they have often laughed in their hearts, 

thai 
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tn. xiii.^ ofGriat BHfain arid Prance. 9I 

*^ fe ife Mghly im|)oftant, that the Executive 
*^ CotiiiiiBil have hot thbtight that they could 
*^ iMtnift them to a lecret agent always to be 
^^ di:^yowed^ (7,^) For this reafon they have 
^^ fthought proper, under every point of view, 
** fe§ ^intmH: them to Citizen Chauvelin, 
^^ ilmigh he Is not accredited to his Brttannic 
** l!^j0y hut from the late King. 



^^ ^e^opiniori of the Executive Council 
^^ on this occafiori isjuftified by the manner 
*^ in which pur negotiations are at the lame 

that fo many thoufands have been dupes enough to fall 
into it. And with regard to thofe advocates of the 
French, who have defer ibed the Britifh Minifters as the 
authors of the war, they could hav6 no right to lay this \ 
aocufation, even Vere it founded on truth : for no 
advocate can confiftently cenfure a ftep, which his 
client himfelf declares to be agrieeable to his own inr. 
tereft. 

^78) This obfervation was intended as an cxcufe for 
their refufal to fend inftruaions to Mr, Maret, with 

G 2 whom 
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9^ "^Il^bry^i^i^ \m^Lm.. 

'^ Bxirgoign wasexa^ly^iftthc^lam^^fi^ 
^^jas Citizen Chaiivdlln at L^ ^^v^ch, 

*^ however, has not preye^ited thpfMip^fter 
^^ of the Gathblic King from treating with 
*^ him (79) on a convention bf rieutrility, 
^^ the ratification of ^hich is to be exchanged 
*^ at Paris between the-Minifter for fpre^gn 
^^ affairs and the Chatgedes affaires of ^ain, 
/VWe will even add, that the priricipyMi- 
^Vnifler of his Catholic Majefly^ when.writ- 
^^ ing officially on this fiibjeft to Citi^eA 
'^ Burgoign, did not forget to give him 
^^ his title of Minifler Plenipotentiary of 

whom Mr. Pitt bad expreffed a defire to negcrtiaiey'and 
"who was undoubtedly mtich'betfer qualified to have 
prevented a rupture than Mr. Chauvelin. Biit for^this 
very reafon he did not fuit the purpofe of Ihe Executive 
Council. 

w • ..--.. . , . ^ 

(79) We have leen,likewife, that nothingipreycnjted 
the Minifters of his Britannic Majefty from treating 
with Gitizen Chauvelim , ^ ,^ 

^^ Fra,nce# 
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CH. XIII.] ofjGrfe^. Bt:itain and^rance. 93 

'f >EfiaiOjce)^ao^ ,!^]^^^ci^m^\c o£a power of 
^/. tbe JS^-rrank^ /uck jis Spaiii, might have 
'il induct jfeheJE^ec^tive Council to hope. 



^o 



(86)' Miriiitre Plenipotentiairii de France." — Now, 
asMr. ChairvcHn, when he delivered his note of De- 
cefnbe^^ 27th, had, by the acknowledgment of the Exe- 
9Hive Council, no other credentials than thofe which 
he^liad received from the King of France, and Mr. 
BUrgbign,^ by the iackibwledgement of the fame Coun- 
pll^(^siaiher%[ie fituatipn at MJadrid as Mr. Chau- 
veUn was at London, the circumftance, that\he Mi- 
nifter of the King of Spain ftill continued to give hitn 
(lie title of Mihiftre Plenipotentiaire de France, by no 
xfie^s proves what the Executive Council intended to 
prf2fve by it. Fofr finqe Mr. Burgoign had received no 
letters of credence from the Executive Council, the 
title, which the Spanifti Miniftry ftill gave him, was ne- 
ceflarUy founded on the letters of credence, which he 
had brought from Louis XVL The Britifh Miniftry 
likewife refufed not to grant Mr. Chauvelin a title de- 
rived from this fource, as appears from the firft para- 
graph in Lord Grenville's note pf the 31ft of Decem- 
ber. They declared only, what was perfeSly true, 
th^t, when he came forward as an agent of the Frencfe 
Executive Council, he could not ad under a title, and 
under an authority, which he had not derived from that 
Council. This declaration was furely very different 

G 3 from 
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^* lity at Xvondon. The Executive CoiincU 
^^ readily acknowledges, that this negotia- 
*^ tibri has not i^eeri demanded acrarding to 
^^ dijplomatic ^ftri^tiefs, and that Citizea 
^^ diauveliri is ^ndt formally "enough autko-^ 
^^ rt%edl{^iy % remove entirely this ob- 
^^ ftacle, and that they may not have to re- 
'^ proach tihemfelves' with having K^ a 

*^ lin'gle def6t£i: in form, a' negotiation, on tlie 
* ^ fuccefs of w hich depends the tranquillity 
^^ of tw^o great nations, they have fent to 
*^ Citizen Chauvelin credential letters, vs^hich 
^^ will give him the means of treating ac- 

from a refufal to treat with him atall,:atefufal which 
was never made, for, a? Briflbt himfelf faid, " the 
Britifli Miniftry both gave and courted explanations. 
See Note 5 to this chapter. 

^ (81) Hitherto, therefore, the Executive Council had 
no reafon to complain, that the Britifh Miaiftry did not 
treat with him by the title of Minifter Plenipotentiary 
of France. 

'^ cording 
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T\> proceed no\y to the three points, 
'/which can al^one form^ an^^pbjeA of diffi- 
^* culty with the Court of London, the E3:c- 
^' cutive Council obferves on the firft, that 
*^ is to fay, the decree of Novem^)er 19, that 
^' we have been mifiinderftood by the Mi- 
♦^ niflers of his Britannic Majcfty, when they 
" accufe us of having given an explanation, 
*' which announces to the feditious of all na- 
^^ tions, what are the caies in which they 
^' may depend before-ha,|id on the fiiccour 
^' and fiipport of France. Nothing can be 
** more foreign to the fentiments of the Na* 
*' tional Convention, and t6 the explanation 
'^ which we have given, than this reproach : 
*' and we did not think it was poffible, that 
^' the open defign of favouring Seditious per- 
*^ Ions cdiild be imputed to. U3, at a m6nient 
*^ even when we declared, " that it would he^ 

G4 *' 
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^'doin^^'htjury to tKe NkihH^'(MiiJle7ttion^ 
'^ W ajcrtbe to theM the plan of pf^iedtiJigm^ 
^^'jWreSBcifis'hntl/ which 

^^'mgkt 'Mj¥inMy^Srhrc^ ^ofapd- 

^^ a:thignjoifKfhfM^ of 

^' making' the caufe of a few Indtviduqls that of 
^\the Bren^kmtion, {B2) . ,n . 

^^ We have iai(3, and we choofe to repeat 
*^ it, that the decree of November J Q could 

.^:..- . : \ ;;.■ 

' (82) On this explanation, fee Note 41 to the prrfeiit 
chapter. The words here inferred by the Executive 
Gouncil *^ in any corner cf a JiatCy* (dans quel que ro/« 
d*un etat) and the words " caufe of a few individuals ^^^ 
(la caufe de quelques particuliers) are very artfully in- 
troduced : for thus they referved to themfelves the right 
of affifting the feditious in all countries, as foon as their 
number was at all confiderable. At the very time, there- 
fore, that they pretended to give a fatisfaSory explana- 
tion of the decree, they maintained their refplution of 
applying it : for they had nothing more to da, than to 
declare, that the number of the feditious in aay country, 
W^^ confiderable, and by their own avowal,; they were 
^jiUrtbprized to put it in pradice. 

/'"^-^ ■/ -'.,.. .,.. .../A,^-/^ r^'^'^^^'not 
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^^i^tb^rapplk^Q*^bi^t to 
*f wh^xc %h^ general will of a nation, clearly 
^/ and uneguimcally eaprefledj. Ihould r<z// for 
^' the 2^ffifl;a,ricp and /rate French 

^^ pation. (83)^ Sedition x9W^^?ertainly never 

K : - 

(83) " Nous vous avons <Jit/et nous aimohs a vousle 
** repcter que le decret 3u 19 ■NovernBre^ 'rie pobVait 
** avoir fon application que dans Xefeul cas, ou la vo- 
** lonte generale d'une nation, exprimeecJairemen^ etjans 
** equivoque^ appellerait rafTiftance et la fraternite de la 
"nation Fran9aife. Certes, \2l /edition ne peut jamais 
*< etre la ou fe trcuve rexpredion de la volonte generale.'^ 
Itdeferves particularly to be noticed, that this folemn 
iieelaration, not to interfere in the internal concerns of 
any n^iron^ with a view of overturning its government, 
till the ^ifff^ra/ will of that nation, clearly and unequi- 
vocally ^xpreflfed^ihou Id ri?/^ for the affiftance of France, 
npvwgt5^en^hyitheExe<ttitiv^ Council on the 7th of Ja- 
jfTiiary> andithat on the day following y namely, on the 8th 
of January, the inftru6lions forthe commifiaries in Bel- 
gia (that is, the commentary on the decree of Decem- 
ber 15> quoted in the precedi n g chapter) .were figned by 
the fame Executive Council, in which they declared 
that they regarded whole nations as enemies, which r^- 
yi?/t/^// to retain their Sovereigns, The Executive Coun- 
cil*^ own words were : La nation Fran^aife fegarde^ 

comme 
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*' exifl: where there is an expreffion of tha 
'^ ^^ general will. Theie two ideas mutually 

Cpmp^jepnenp^, i»4nfif wn ^tixi^Xt ef^ierfSi rfefufant la 
liherte et Vegalite il vo^Iait traitcr avec un prince el 
?,^ec ^es caftes privilegiees, Chauffard, p. 198. ThiSj, 
faid the Execiitive Gouncil, was the ifpirit of^ the ele- 
venth articfe (I'efprit de IVtick xi.) of the decree of 
December 15. Likewife^ the-jp^rijaf tb^t article.a$e 
in direS: contradiflion to the explanation given in the 
note to the BritifliGovernnieht of January 7. Seethe 
preceding chapter. ,^ Further, the E^jeGiitiv^,.pouricil> 
in its conn-nQeri-tary on the eleventh article of the dejcrec 
©f December 15, fajid : /* X'^s deux difpof^^tions, ^«ii 
> ^* renferment cet article iie font ni me^^vaine mena^f^f^ 
** urn ppmejfe illujoire ; elles font au contraire 4es\(^orif^r' 
*^ fuenees dlrecfes it tons les principes,defg.uels derive 
*Maloijufte et falutaire decretee par la ConvjentiqiJ^ 
*< Natiopale." Chauffard, p. 225. Now th^re can b^ 
no doubt that the inftru6tion$ given to the Commiffa^ 
jies on Jan. 8, conveyed the true meaning of the Exe- 
cutive Council, and confequently that the explanatior^ 
given to the BritiQi Government on Jan. 7, was givent 
with the confcloufnefs of its falfehood z for it could have 
anfwered no purpofe to have deceived their own Coin- 
miffaries, whereas, the keeping the Britiih Cabinet in 
the dark, in regard to their real defigns, afforded the 
mod effeftuaF means of putting them in execution, 
"^'] Befides, 
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^' exclude each other : for fedition is, and can / ; , . I fi 
'* only be a commotion of a fmallnumSex /. .-/iL^ 
^^ ^gainU: the iSiajorit y of aliation f and this / - 
^' conimotioh would ceafe to be feditious, if v '^^_r^ 
" all the members of a foeiety Ihould ariie.at 
*' once> either to correA their Grovernment^ 
^' to change its form entirely, or to Iccdtfi- 
^' plilh any other objetft. (84) 

Befides, the inftmftiotis given to the Cortrriiiffaries cdf- 
refponded not only to the words of the decrees 6f 
Nov. 19, and Dec. 15, but likewife to all the interpre- 
tations, v^rhich had been givenin the NationalConVeh- 
tionitfelf. (SeeNote4i.) Laftly, the declaration made 
to the Commiflaries, that even a whole nation vyrould be 
treated as an enemy, if it refufed to rebel againft its So- 
vereign, and confequently that France would inter- 
meddle in the internal concerns of neutral nations, even 
where not one feditious perfon was to be found in the 
whole country, forms alfo a ftrange contraft with the 
declaration made at the fame time to the Britifh Go- 
vernment, that their number muft be very conftderable^ 
before the National Convention would think itfelf juf- 
lified in interfering. 

\ (84) Briflbt, likewife, in his report of the 12th of 
January, 1793, faid : *^ Un peuple libre fait diftinguer 

*' V'tnjur^ 

- • •« . 
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>Mm Thel>utGh W0te cfertiinl^inot 
^"^^Hfofcen they forniedfche generx^us irefoliition 

** VinfurreSfion de la revolte, la volonte bien prononcee 
** d^ane^r/2ff</<?'7w^(9nV^J du vc3eu p^^^ qiieT<jues in- 

K// - . " dividus^ Plotter 4(BS • derniers contire \z tnttjoritej 
" c'eft proteger la revolte ; c'eft etre iajufte, et une 

I vf ** peuple libre neveut point rinjuftice; les mojienS' te- 
** nebreojc font iiidignesde lui/' Moniteuty i c Jan. 
J 793.} Yet, in EriiTot's work, a, fes commeiar#s> p. 87, 
we find the following paiTage : " Les revolutions^ repon- 
dait-on, ne fe font qu*avec ks minontes : c'tHlzmino^ 
rite qui a fait la revolution Fran^aife." But even if the 
revolutionary principles of the French rulers had in- 
volved no contradiclion, and even if their theory had 
been in itfelf perfeftly pure arid juft, ftill ihcappUmiwn 
of their theory to particular cafes was fubjeft to various 
doubts, the determination of which they referved to 
themfelves : for inftance, the decifion of the two pre- 
vious que (lions, firft, whether the difaffeded party m 
any country, to which they had dire6ted their attention, 
really confiituted a majority of that country, and fe- 
condly, whether the majority, at the fame time, wilhed 
for the intervention of French fraternity. Confe- 
quently, the Executive Council, in order to acquirethe 
right of applying the decree of November 19 to Eng* 
land, and of interfering in the internal concerns of this 

^ 1>J I iingdom, wan^i3, according tp it^ own explanation, 
^ ^.,. nothing 
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*^ ofrthrowingl ciffiihcj and, 

^^ wfeen the gesueral wHl of that nation csiUcd 
^^ on the affiftance of France, it was not ac- 
'^ CQ]ginjted a crime to^Hen^ IV. nor to 
^^ Qaieen Elizabeth, that ttjiey liftened to \ 

Botbing more than the fimpledeckc^^^^ whkhitwas ^f%.'\} > (V 
at^ll^:timesin its power to m^^rthat the EngU^ / j\ 

cJ€tif% whieJiJt^^d fent addjfeffes Jo France in Novem- 
ber, 17.92, and, at other times, conftituted the majprity 
of the Englifh nation. It is obvious, therefore, that^ 
-u^hentbey pretended to give a fatisfaftory explanation 
pf the decree of November 19, they fought evafions for 
the application of it, and endeavoured to obtain theit 
^bjed. by deceiving the Englifh Government. After all, 
it wgs ricli$:jLilops to enter into theoretical diftinSions 
rel^ive to wh# fliPMld, or iha^WrfioC be made, when 
tfaej applic^lio^ of it b^;{ decree Cqi England adlually: was 
msKlej- Byttbl^ is a/J?(f?, which th&conduca of the Na- 
tional jConyention, on November. 2§|^d December .24, 
ha4 proved beyond a doubts lolfbey ought to hayein- 
ftaiitly repealed the offeH fire de^i^ to have aSed 
optg thatrep^^l,: hut.yve f<^, ftjgiiaithig very w^ 
^f|^e,,5xc<^tive Council, thjt jhey,M#ed on retailing 
itj and it has been- Ihewn in the twelfth chapter of this 
wpfrk,, tb^t they continu^ to r^eguUt^ all ,tbeii; adions 

. ^ ' ,.-- '' them. 
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^^thefe:(85) A knowledge of the general 
^^ will is the only bafisof tranfad:ions between 



f(8 



•^(85) But neither Henry IV. nor Queen Elizabeth 
made a public declaration, that they were ready to aflift 
all nations, which thought proper to take up arm€ 
againft their Governments ; and there is furely a wide 
difference between the lending of afliftance to a parti- 
eular people, after it is really oppreffed, and the making 
a general frofpeSfive declaration like that contained in 
the decree of November 19. Befides, at the time when 
this decree was voted, France not only was itfelf in a 
ftate of revolution, but had already infufed fimilar prin- 
ciples into the neighbouring nations ; and therefore 
fuch a decree neceflarily difturbed the general repofe, 
by fetting men's paflions every where in commotion. 
Nor will any man venture to compare the ftate of the 
difaffeSed party in England, when this decree was if- 
fued, with the ftate of the Dutch, when they were af- 
lifted by Qiieen Elizabeth. For the latter were perfe- 
euted in the moft cruel manner by the Spanifti Gover- 
nor, the Duke of Alva; who, in order to force them 
into Popery, introduced a Robefpierrian fyftem of ter- 
,rorifm; who inftituted domiciliary vifits, in order to dif- 
cover religious heretics, as the French Dire6lory did in 
179S, in order to difcover political heretics,* and daily 
brought offerings to the fword or the faggot, as the 
modern rulers of France have done to the guillotine. 

Ths 
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*^ nations : rand vsfe.jc^annpt treat with a^ny 
^^ Gbvenan^e;^,.J;)iit becaufe that Goviei^* 
^^ ment is fuppofed to be the organ of the 
** general wilf of the nation to which it tee- 
^^' longs. When bj this n^tu^al interpreta- 
^^ tiou, therefore, the decree of November IQ^ 
^^ is reduced to its realfignificatioh, it wilTbe 
*^ found, that it announces nothing more than 
*^ an a<9: of the general will above all conteft, 
^^ and fo founded in right, that it was not 
*^ worth while to exprefs it. For this rea- 

The fuppprt of a nation, thus cruelly oppreffed, when 
that nation demanded affiftan'ce, was very difFerent from 
the encouragement of infurredibn in a country, where 
the inhabitants," upon the whole, have great reafon to 
be fatisfied with their condition. A great deal, like- 
wife, depends on the oije^ of the fupport 'which one 
nation gives to another. Queen Elizabeth, after fhe 
had aflifted the Dutch in (baking off the Spanifli yoke, 
left them in quiet poffeffion of their liberty, and even 
fecured it by all poflible means : whereas, the French 
rulers nave removed from the Dutch, as they have done 
from the S wifs, a merely imaginary yoke, in order to 
impofe on them a real and Infupportable one. ^ 

ion. 
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^^ fon, the Executive Council thinks, that the 
*^ evidence of this right might have perhaps 
" rendered it unneceflary for the National 
'^ Convention to make it the objed: of a par- 
*^ ticular decree : but with the preceding 
" interpretation it cannot give offence to 
" any nation. (86) 

^^ It appears that the Minifters of his Bri- 
** tannic Majefty have made no objeftions 
'^ under the declaration refpeding Holland, 
*^ j(ince their only obfervation on this iubjeil 
*^ relates to the difcuffion concerning the 



(86) We have feen that the preceding interpretation 
tJontained the groffeft falfehoods : confequently it could 
not be fatisfa£J:ory. Even Briffot, though in his report 
to the National Convention of the 12th of January, 
Moniteur, 15. Janv. 1793} he fupported the Execu- 
tive Council, and endeavoured to juftify the decree by 
fimilar fophiftry, called it a few months afterwards, on 
more mature deliberation, " Vabfurde et impolitique de- 
cret du 19 Novcm,bre, qui a jujiement excite les in- 
quietudes des cabinets etrangers. — A fes Commettans*, 
p. 68. 

'' Scheldt 
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'^^ScM(k^^8f) '^ft ia btt this lafl:- pdbt, 
^^ tfei^forey thit We Kave to make ouffelves 
'^ uttltejrftood. 

^7^ It is not true, that the Minifters af his Britan- 
XiicMajefty made no dbjeSions under the declaration 
refp^<ating Holland : for Lord Grenville, in his note of 
December 31, had combated that declaration with the 
following folid and unanfwerable argument. In the 
month of June, 1792, the French Government had al- 
reaftfy engaged to refpef^ the rights of the allies of Eng^- 
land^^as long as thofe allies continued neutral : but it 
had fince a3ed contrary to that engagement, French 
fhijps of war having forced their way up the Scheldt, in 
©ppof^bn to the formal proteft of the States GeMral, 
and thus yiidated the rights of the Dutch, the allies of 
England. And not only was this violation founded on 
^ f8f©lfitfon of the Freneh Executive Council, but the 
^f^iff Goihcil announced its dieterrnination to fupport 
th'^^lrefdlOtion. Since, therefore, the French Govern- 
mtt^^fkiQ its word in regard to me important point, 
what^fiecurity had Great Britain that it would not break 
its*#0fd in another y and ftill further violate the rights of 
the Dtitth, by an open invafion of their country? — ^ \ 
"This was the clear meaning of Lord Grenville's argu- 
ment 5f and experience foon proved that it was juft, for 
it was only ten days after the date of his note, and only 
tliree days after the date of the prefent note of the Exe- 
Vol. IL H cutive 
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^ *■' We here repeat thaf this queftion itfelf 
'' is of little importance. The Britifh Mi- 

:/' nifters thcmce conclude, that it is therefore 
*^ more evident, that it has been . brought 
'' forward only for the purpofe of infulting 
V the allies of England. We reply with 

^^ much lefs warmth and prejudice, (88) 

cutive Council, that the order for the immediate invafion 
x)f Holland was a6lually given. See Ch. xii. Notes 
50 — 52* It is no wonder, therefore, that on the 7th of 
January^ the Executive Council wiftiqd to evade the 
queftion of the danger which threatened Holland. The 
manner in which they evaded it was likewife extremely 
artful, indeed much more fo than any one, on a fuper- 
ficial reading of their note, would imagine. They ex- 
changed, namely, the inference for the premifes, wholly 
fet afide the analogical j>2lxi of Lord Grenville's argtwrient, 
-confined themfelves to the opening ofthe Scheldt, with- 
,out takingtheleaft notice of the conclufion, which had 
been drawn from it, and argued, as if the Britifli Ca- 
binet could have no^reafan to fufpefl: an invafion o-f 
Holland, provided ft heard fomethlng confolatory about 
the Scheldt. 
^ (88) So far was any warmth from^ being vlfible m 
Lord Grenvilles note, that it was written with all pof- 
fiblc coolnefs and deliberation, though the infoknee of 

Mr. 
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'"^ that this queftion is ablblutely indifferent 
/^ to England, (89) that it i^ little intefeft- 
^' ing to Holland, (90) but that it is of the 

Mr. Chauvelin's note, to which he replied, was fuffi- 
€ient to have irritated any ftatefman, who had lefs com- 
mand of his paffions. With refpefl: to prejudice, I' 
leave every impartial reader to determine, whether the 
notes of the Britifli, or the notes of the French Govefn- 
ment, are more con fiftem with truth, wiih juftice, and 
with reafon. And even if the French notes had been able 
to lay the moft folid claim to one or all of thefe qualities. 
It was not well calculated to produce a feconciliatidn 
with the Britifh Governtnent, to fay to Its face, that it 
Wrote with warmth and prejudice. Biit reconciliation 
was not the objeS of the Executive Council. 



(89) The contrary of this aflertion, and the danger- 
ous confequences refujting to England from the opening 

of the Scheldt, when the French are mafters of the Ne- 

* ■ ■ . ■ 

therlands, have been fo clearly (hewn in the tenth and 

eleventh chapters, that it would be a wafte of time to 

add any thing more on the fubjed, 

(90) This pofition is fo manifcftly falfe, that a con- 
futation is unneceflary* The Dutch themfelves beft 
knew whether the opening of the Scheldt would be in- 
jurious to them or ©ot : and if they had not been fully 

H 2 convinced 
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'^ utmoft importance to the Belgians. {qi\ 
*' That it is indifferent to England does not 
** even require to be proved. It is little in* 
" terefting to Holland, fince the produftions 
^^ of tlie Belgic Netherlands can be conveyed 
*^ through the canals which ertd at Oftend : 
^' (9,2) but it is of great importance to the 
*^ Belgians, on account of the numerous ad- 
^' vantages which they may derive from the 

convinced that it would not, they would have hardly 
been fo anxious to fecure the clofe of it by fo many 
different treaties, from that of Weftphalia in 1648, 
down to the treaty with France in 1785. 

/(91), They ought rather to have faid " of the utmoft 
importance to France : for the union of the Auftrian 
Netherlands with France was already determined,^ 
when the French Executive Council drew up this notg^ 
as will prefently be proved by authentic documents. 

1/7(92) But this is not the ground on Which the impor-» 
tanceof the clofe of the Scheldt for Holland refted. 
Nor is the pofition itfelf true : for the produce of Bruf- 
fels, and all other parts of the Low Countries, which 
lie to the eatt of the Scheldt, can be much more conve- 
niently lliipped at Antwerp than at Often(^. 
-4 f} J ri-. . /^ ^^ port 
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*^ port of Antwerp. It is^ therefore, on ac- 
^^ count of this importance, to reftore to the 
'^ Belgians the enjoyment of a valuable right, 
*^ and not to offend any one, that France has 
^^ declared, that it is ready to fupport them 
^^ in the exercife of fo legal a right. (93) 

*^ B lit is France authorized to break ftipu- 
" lations which oppofe the opening of the 
*^ Scheldt ? If we confult the right of na- 
" ture, and of nations, not only France, but 
^^ all the nation3 of Europe, are authorized 
'^ to break them. No doubt can remain on 
^^ this point. (94) 

( (93)- 1^ ^^ evident from this declaration, that^ the j 
French Executive Council was determined not to 
abandon the defign of opening the Scheldt. Likewife, j 
in the inftruflions fent to Mr. Chauvelin, it wasex^ 
prefsly faid, " that the Scheldt would not be given up.^* 
See the Authentic Correfpondence, p. 84. j 



} 



(94) When individuals in civil fociety enter into a 

ContraA, each party circumfcribes his right of nature, 

in order to obtain civil privileges, to which the right of 

H 3 nature 
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^' If piiblic right is conftilted, we fay that 
" it diight never to be but the application of 

nature ilone would not entitle him. In like manner, 
when two nations enter into a treaty, they fubnfiit 
themfeiVes to limitations, to which the right of nature 
would iiot oblige theiii, in order to obtain political ad- 
vintages, which, without fuch limitations, would be 
kuiattainahle. Neither a contra (^^ therefore, between 
jindlvidtials, nor a treaty between nations, can exift^ 
ivlthbut a reft Vidlion of the exercife of natural right. 
Cx>nrequently, if we adopted the maxim^ that every 
treaty, which was inconfiftent with the free exercife of 
the right of nature, was in itfelf void, no treaty what- 
foever could fubfift. The whole depends oh this Tingle 
queftion : Is he, who enters into a contrafii: with another, 
entitled to fubmit 'himfeif to the limitations which 
arife from that contrad ? If he is en fi tied to [uhrnh 
himfeif to thefe limitations, he is undoubtedly bound io ' 
fulfil the conditions of the contrafl, and no third perTori ' 
has a right to difpenfe with the' obrrgation. The cafe 
isexaflly the fame in regard to whole nations. But 
the Governbleht of the Auftrian Netherlands, like every 
other independent government, was certainly entitled to 
fubmit itfelf to a limitation in the navigatipn of the 
Scheldt, cfpecially fince, as far as this limitation ope- 
rated, both fides of the Scheldt were Dutch territory, a 
circumftance, which in itfelf gave the Dutch a claim 

to 



Ho^ed by 



Google 



CH.XIII.] ofOrmPJ^itmnqtid^Fr^^ \y\ 

*^ the principles; of the general right of iia- 
*^ tions to the particular circumftances in 

to the fovereignty over tih^t part of the riyer, Aad the. 
coatinuatioH of t|us long enjoyed fovereignty bad be^n 
further granted to thenfi by th^ Emperor Jofepb^only 
feven years befpre the period ip^ cju^eilipn, for the,fqni of 
ten millions of flprins: France itfelf h;id be?n a party 
to 4hfi «ngagemen^> and by a particular treaty with i 
Holland, in theyeai; 1785, had guaranteed to them that 
very (bvereignty x)f jsyhich^it now attempted to deprive ! 
tbem»< See Martens' -Reciieil des Principaux Traites, 
torn. ii. p, 6ia.i Confeqqeritly, it was neither the right 
of nature, .nor the right of nations, but wholly and' 
folely the right of the ftronger, on which the opening 
of the Scheldt,,in the year 1792, was grounded. Even, 
if the Auftrian Netherlands had been at that time al- . 
ready formally ceded to France, ftill the French Go- 
vernment would have had no right to have taken fuch 
a ftep; for, if an eftate is mortgaged, or is other wife 
fubjefl to any kind of limitation, that eftate does not . 
change its quality by a change of its mafter. The 
new proprietor, if he choofes to free himfelf from the 
limitation, mufl, provided he a<S according to juftice, 
make a comprojnaife, and give an equivalent to the per-^ 
fon.or perfons in whofe favour the limitation, had been 
made. But this mode of proceeding does not accord 
with the fyftem adopted by the rulers of France, who 
H 4 exped. 
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^^ which nations may be in reipe<ft to each 
i\ other : fo that every private treaty, which. 
'^ might violate thefe principles, could never 
*^ be confidered but as the work of violence. 
^' (95) We will next add^ that, in regard 

% expecS, as we have lately feen in the negotiations at 

Raftadt, that, when they take poCTeffion of an eftate 
which is encumbered with debts, thofe debts (hould be 
transferred to the eftates of their neighbours. 

^ (95) But is fuch a treaty therefore not binding? It 

was the work of violence,, that in the negotiation at 

Raftadt the left bank of the Rhine was ceded to France ; 

for the German Empire, unlefs it had been forced to 

the conceffion, would not have yielded to its enemy fo 

I many beautiful and important provinces. Yet the 

French Directory certainly did not confider the articles 

of ceflion as therefore null and void. Public right is 

founded on exifting treaties, whatever were the cir- 

cumftanpes which gave birth to thofe treaties: and all 

that the Executive Council faid on this fubjed, is ±ere 

fophiftry and confufion. In faft, it was not their in- 

\ / tention to convince by clear argumentation,, but to per- 

\l plex their opponents with finely-founding words : and 

I the French rulers, in general, have fo completely laid 

\ afide the works of PufFendorf, Grotius, and Vattel, 
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^^ to the Scheldt, the treaty was concluded 
^^ without the participatioiiL of the Belgiaixs. 
^^ (qO) The Emperor, to fecure the poCef- 
^^ iion of the Netherlands, lacrificed, with-^ 

that Mr. Genej, iti a note to the American Secretary 
of State, faid, ** I thank God, I have forgotten what / ^ 
^'"'thefe hired jurifprudifts have written upon the rights/ ^ 
'^ of nations. See the New Annual Regifter, 1793 ; Pub- [ 
lie Papers, p. 11 r. 

(96J If no treaty, made by any two governments, 
were valid till k had been ratified by the general voice 
of the fubjefls of thofe two governments, it would be 
difBcult to find a valid one in any part of Europe, It 
is in fa£l abfurd to talk about confulting the great mafs 
of the people, in regard to the connexions between its 
government and that of other nations. For how is it I ,r-: 
poffible, that they, who are feldom rightly irxformed in 
regard even to political fadts, who are wholly unable to 
penetrate into the fecrets of foreign cabinets, and to dif- 
cover the fprings of adion, fliould be able to form a 
proper eftiroate of the relative fituation of their own 
country to that of foreign ones ? Leaft of all have the 
prefent Lords of France a right to appeal to a want of 7 ^1> 

^xpreflio^n of the general will ; for they fet at defiance^} '^^^'~ ' ' 
not only the people, but even their reprefentatives, whp|) 
are both qualified and bound tp difcufs political fubjefls./ 
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" 'Out f«BpJc, the moft inviolable of rights, 
^' Being mailer of thefe beautiful provinces, 
"^ he governed them, as Eu^gpe has ieen, 
'^ with, a rod of abfolute defpotifm, refpeft- 
^' ed none of their privileges, but thofe 
^' which were of importance for him to pre- 
^' ferve, and qonfeinually attacked and de- 
^^ftroyed the reft. (97) ^ France entering 
^' into a war with theHoufe of Auftria,(98) 
^^ expels it frpm the Low Countries, and re- 
^' Stores Jiberty (9Q) to thofe peaple> whom 
*^ the Court of Vienna had devdted td ila-^ • 

(97) Do the new'mafters of the Netherlands aft 
other wife ? Or, rathdr, do they not aS infinitely worfe ? 

(98) Namely, by a declaration of hoftilities on the , 
part of France, at a time when the Auftrian Cabinet 
was neither prepared for war, nor, in all probability, 
had any intention of a£ling offenfively. See Ch. vii. 

p. 132— 143- ... • -. ;,- . .- 

(99) In like manner the Romans, after they had re- , 
duced Greece to ^ Rom^n- province;^ faid, Libertas 
Graeciae, data^ Livii Hift. lib. xxxiii. ^^ . f'fil. ...- 
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'^ very. Their chainsiarc broken :(loo) they 
^' aire teftored to all thofe rights which the 
'^ Koufe of Auftria had t^ken from them. 
" ( 1 1 ) How caii that right, which they 
*^ had over the Scheldt, be excepted^ ^ipe- 
*' cially when it is of rea^l importance only 
''to thofe who were dejprived of it? (io2) 
'Vinlhort, France has too good a profelSon 
^' of political faith (los) to make, to be 

(loo) Aiid^other chains, ten times as heavy, ImpofeJ 
on, therji,- - 5^i^ ■:^-t?^& ^^'''^^'V-^ ^'A ^'"^^'■;:''^-- ■ . . 

(io|) In order that thofe rights, together with what^ 
ever, privileges the Emperor Jpfeph had left unimpair- 
ed, ini^ht be furrendered to the new Houfe of France, 

(102) That is, in plain Englifh, ** as this right was 
of real importance to France/' And hence arofe the 
determination of the Executive Council, not to aban- 
don its defign. 

(103) Thtiv profejjion of political faith was certainly /v^^ /.>./- 
very captivating, and has produced wonderful efFeSs^ ^f]^:^- ^ ./i/ 
cfpecially in a popular pamphlet which appeared in the "l-' 
je:.rzi797, wheje many examples of their fTixrprofeJJiom ' J^" 
gre^^ted.at length. But a cpmparifon of their prs^- 
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*^ afraid of avowing its prmcipks. . The Exe- 

*^ cutir^ Council declares, then, not that it 

**. maj appear to yield to fame expfeffions 

*^* of threatening language, but only to ren- 

If 
^^ der homage to truth, ( \ 04) that the French 

fefflorj s. vjiih their ^z^/Wj^, which latter are left wholly 
^mnoticed in the faid pamphlet, will probably induce 
the reader of the prefent work to draw a conclufion 
diametrically oppofite to that which refiilts from a con- 
templation^of their profeffions alone. 

(104) We have already feen in what manner the 
French rulers rendered homage to truth. As to threat- 
ening language, no inftanceis to be found of k in Lord; 
Grenville's note, though many in that of Mr. Chauve- 
Mn. At the fame tiine muft be admitted the truth of 
their affertion, that (they were not infiuenced in any of 
their anions by a fear of the Britiih Government : for 
a French agent faid to Mr. Miles, on November 13, 
1792, that France as little dreaded England as Jhe did the 
tiepuhllc cf RagufaT Au\htnX\Q Correfpondence, Appen- 
dix, p. 58^ And this contempt of the power of Eng- 
li^nd, which arofe from the expeftation of a civil. war,^^ 
seceffarily increafed their inclination to hoftilities. 
They little thought,, 1at that time, that the ruin of their 

then 
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** Republic does not mean to^ftaHifli itfelf 
^^ an univerfal arbiter of the treaties which 
'^ bind nations together. It equally knows 
^^ to reipeiS other governments, and to take 
^^-care that it maj make its own refpected. 
*"* It does not wifh to give law to any one : 
^^ (105) and it will never fiiffer any one to 
^^ give laws to it. ^ It has r enounced^ ajtdjlitt 
*^ renounces^ all cmquejl : (loS) and its occu- 

then con fiderable navy wouM be the confequence: on ( '"^ 
the contrary, they expelled that the navy and the com- '' 
merce of England would be tranfported to France. 

(105} The decree, then, of December 15, and the 
cooiniehtary oti itby the Executive Council, w^hich com* J.tx '^ ^ ^ . 
manded whole nations, whether they wifhed it or not^ 
to overturn their exifting governments, under pain of QJ ^^ j * 
being treated as enemies by the French Convention,, 
p ref crib ed laws to no me ! 

t ^ • ' ■ ^ 

I (106} If we had not been already too much accuf* 
tomed to hear -glaring falfehoods from the Executive 
Council, to expeft an adherence to the truth, our in- 
dignation would perhaps be roufed at the daring afler- 
tiouythat they JIUI renounced all cqnjueji^ when the Dutchy 
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^' pying the Netherlands will continue no 

■&M- "^< ^' '^ longer than the war, and during that time 

of Savoy had only a few weeks before been incorpa- 

rated into France by a^ folemn and unanimous decree 

^ / of the National Convention. See Ch. x. note3. (Yet 

Owx// .' C ^ celebrated Oppofition writer has ventured to declare, 

//' . *' ff}at the ancient limits of France were propofed as her do^ 

I' ' i' \ ^ ^, \ . 
y/-^\ I :! \ ' ' minion" J The incorporatron of Nice and its territory 

f,., \ was likewifc unaninxoufly voted Within three weeks 

f ' after this pretended renunciation of aggrandizement. 

\. ,. See the Moniteui", ift Feb. 1793. And on the very 

fame day that the incorporation of Nice was voted, the 

incorporation of the Auftrian Netherlands, and the 

Bifliopric of Liege, was propofed by Danton, who faid 

X% (the National Convention : " Je ne demandis ri^n a 

■^H , \ " y Wfe enthoufiafme> tiiais^ t a Vbtfe riilbri, niais tSbut 

\ aux //2/^r//i: dc la Republique Fran9aife. N*avez-vous 

r ^^ prejuge cette reunion^ quand vous avez decrete une 

\ organiiation provifbire pour la Belgique ? Vous avez 

I tout corilbmme par cela ieul, que vous avez dit aux 

u i\ amis de la liberie : organifez-vous comme nous."^ lb. 

\ X;: ^> V jH \ Nor was Danton's propofal rejefted, but only deferred, 

till the proces- verbal of the people of Liege, for which 

they waited, fliould arrive in Paris. IL In this njan- 

ner did the rulers of France render homage to truth : in 

this manner did their adions correfpond to their pro^ 

mifes, to renounce conqueft and ag|randizementl 

■• ^•-^.- / .v '\X. (- ^-./ ^., '^'^^^^ '^' which 
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" . whicb may be- neGeflary (for the Belgians 

^^ to Iccure and' Gonfoladate their liberty : "^ -^ 

^^ (1 07) after which, provided they be inde- 

'V pendent or happy, France will be fuffi- 

" ciently rewarded. ( 108) . \ 



>7ic 



(107) By this-claufe the Executive Council referved -i^'^ .] 
to itfelf the right of occupying the Auftrian Nether- ) " . '"V v 
lands wiih a French army, as long as it thought proper : 

for it is to be underftpod, that the French alone would ?: 

determine the queftion, when the liberty of the Belgians - , 

could be confidered as fufBci^ntly confolidated. Be- 
fideS', it was eafy to forefee, that if a French army re- 
mained there till the Belgians became a free people, it 
would remain there till it was expelled by force. ^^ ! . 

(108) Here wehavea fpecimen of the fentimental^ ; ^.^^^^ ' 
whioh has not failed of its efFe<a : for a celebrated Op- 

poGtipn writer, though he has quoted not a fyllable \ 
cither from Mr. Ghauvelin's note of Dec. 27, or frotn 
Lor^Gr^nville's anfwer to it,*or from his reply to the 
preftiirnote, has quoted this fentimental paffage notf 
lefs than twice in the compafs x)f one page. But if^^ 
inftead of fuffering ourfelves to be influenced by paf- 
fion, we attend to the di£lates of cool reafon, we (hall 
difcpver that, uttbe very time that the Executive Coun- 
cil wrote thus fentimentally on the pretended indepen- 
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^^ When that nation Ihall find itfelf in 
"the full poiTeffioii of its liberty^ and when 

dence of the Belgians, it was fully determined to incor* 
porate Belgia into France, For, in the firft place, within 
four and twenty hours after this note was figiied, the 
Executive Council figned the inftruftions for the Com- 
miffaries in Belgia, and the whole drift of thefe in- 
ftru£tions, which are.printed in Chauflard^Memoires 
Hiftoriques et Politiques, p. 180-^228, was nianifeftly 
to reduce the Belgians to a ftate of abfolute dependence 
on France, as every one muft perceive even on a fuper- 
ficial reading. Secondly, on Dec. 31,1792, a whole 
week, therefore, before the note of the Executive 
Council to the Britifli Government was figned, one of 
the CommifTaries, Pilblicola ChauiTard, received his 
private inftruSions, in which* was faid ; f' Prions et xt^ 
" querons tous ceux a qui le dit Commiflairc s*addref-. 
" fera> ou pourra s'adreiTer, de lui donner toute aflif* 
** taixce et toutes les facilites qu'il jugera convenables et 
** necelTaires pour remplir, conformment au vceude la 
" RepuhUque^ Tobjet defa million/' Chauffard, p. 157* 
Thirdly, when the Gommiflaries, who were nine in 
number, niet at Bruffelson the 3d of February, I793> 
to determine the important queftipn: " La Belgique 
doit-^lle etre reunie a la France ?'* agreeably to their 
inftruftions, or, as was faid, agreeably to the will of 
the republic, the queftion was determined in the affirma^^ 

• tiv^* 
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" its general^ will may be declared legally 
^^ and unfettered, then, if England and Hoi- 

tlve. See tjie documents od this fubjefl in Chauffard 
Memoires, p. 80 — 85. See HEewife p. 11 — 21, where 
the rfiafons are afligned for the neceffity of incorporat- 
ing Belgia into France* Three days after thedccifion, 
Chauflard wrote fo Le Bron, the French Minifter for 
Foreign Affairs, and faid: <* La mimrtte favorable aux 
** principes revolutionnaires fe devife elle-meme : nous 
** tachons de la rallier autour du fyfteme de la reunion ; 
<* mais une partie fe flatte de Tefpoir d'une Convention 
" Nationale." lb. p. 86. But the National Conven- 
tion confirmed the decifion of the Commiflaries, as 
Chauflard himfelf fays, p. 425, note 15. ** La Con- 
vention par un decret a approuve les arretes de fes Com - 
miflaires dans la Belgique." Likesvife in BriflTot's work, 
a fes Gommett^ns, p. 87, we find the following pafTage: 
" Cambon difait hautemcnt devant les Beiges memes: 
la guerre de la Belgique nous coute des centaines de 
millions ; leurs revenus ordinaires, et meme des impots 
extraordinaires ne les mettront jamais a meme de nous 
rembourfer, et cependant nous avons befoin. L'hypo- 
theque dc nos affignats touche a la fin. Que faut-il 
faire ? Vendre les biens ecclefiaftiques du Brabant ; 
voila une hypotheque de deux milliards. Mais com- 
ment nous en emparer? En noiis reuniflant a la Bel- 
gique. Et auffttot on urdonne ^eiiereunhn,^^ Laftly, Ge- * 
Vol. 1L I neral 
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^^ land ftill affix any importance to the open- 
^^ ing of the Scheldt, the Executive Council 

neral Dumouriez, who was well acquainted with the 
fecrets of the French Government, has publicly made 
the following confeflion : " L'intention/^rr^/^ a Paris 
** n'etait point que le peuple Liegeois, et encore moins 
'^ celui de la Belgiquty fe reunit en corps de nation, 
" pour fe jlonner une conftitutlon et des loix ; on craU 
*^ gnoit qu'une fois aflembles ces deux peuples ne con- 
<^ nulTent leurs forces, et ne fondajfent une republique inde- 
^' pendant e^' 'Y It de Dumouriez, torn. iii. p. 348. 
There remains, therefore, not the (hadow of a doubt, 
that it was the intention of the French Government, 
from the very beginnings to incorporate Belgia into 
France,«and confequently^it is certain that the aflurances 
of the contrary, which were given to the Britifh Go- 
vernment on the 7th of January, were given with the 
conjcioufnejs of their falfehood. //'vv/' -^^^ v^< 

With refpedl to the pretended love for the Belgians, 
which, according to the Executive Council, was fo 
great, that their independence and happinefs was the 
whole reward which was fought by France for its kind 
exertions, the above-quoted paflage in Chauflard*s Let- 
ter to the French Minifter for Foreign Affairs, affords 
an admirable proof it. For it appears from, that paf- 
fage, that the majority of the Belgians wiflied for no re- 
volution whatfoever, and that even a part of the mino- 
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^^ will leave that aiFair to a dired: negotia- 
*^ tion with the Belgians. If the Belgians^ 

rity wiftied, not for an union with France, but for a 
National Convention of their own. Chauflard himfclf, 
therefore, admitted, that the incorporation of Belgia 
into France was a meafure, which was difapproved by 
far the greateft part of the inhabitants. And this re- 
prefentation was in fa6l much too feeble ; for, fo early 
as the 29th of December, 1792, at a meeting of the 
Belgians at Bruflcls, the propofal, that they fhould re- 
nounce their old conftitution, and take the new oath, 
produced the following efFe£t. ^' Le ferment fut haute- 
ment refufe daris le plus grand nombre des fedions. 
" Point d'egalite, point de nouvelles loix ; nos etats, 
notre ancienne conftitution, et point d'autre chofe," 
s*ecriat de toutes parts, Moniteur, 6 Janv. 1793- The 
French Executive Council, therefore, were well ac- 
quainted with the fentiments of the Belgians, even be- 
fore they figned the inftruftions for the commiflaries. 
But Chauflard, faithful to this truft, eafily difcovered 
the means of removing all objedions, and faid in his 
vote for the incorporation : ** On m'oppofe le voeu du 
** peuple : le voeu d'unpeuple enfant ou imbecile ferait nul, 
<* 'parcequ'il ftipulerait contre lui-meme.' Such is the 
French method of promoting the high-prized happi- 
nefs and fdvereignty of the people. Well, therefore, 
•dii Duoiouriez fay : ^< On difait aux Beiges dans 
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^^ through any motive whatever, fhall con- 
^^ fent to deprive themfelves of the naviga- 
'^ tion of the Scheldt, France will not op- 
*^ pofe it. It will relped: their independence 
^^ even in their errors, (log) 

le preambule, qu'ils etaient Ubres ; on les traitait en ef- 
claves." Vie de Dumouriez, torn. iii. p. 374. — That the 
French rulers have fpoken fo fpecipufly, and have afted 
fo infamoufly, is no wonder, becaufe fyftematic decep- 
tion is a cpnftituent part of their general plan : but that 
fo many men of talents and penetration could fufFer 
themfelves to be duped by their artifices, is really a won- 
der. Fortunately, however, for Great Britain, our^//- 
nljien faw more clearly : or we fliould ere now have 
ftiared the wretched fate which has befallen the Dutch 
and the Swifs. 

(109) It was to be expedled that fo captivating and 
fentimental a pafTage as this would not efcape the notice 
of a celebrated writer, who has made a copious collec- 
tion of the fair />r£/^(7Wj of the Frerich rulers. Indeed, 
- he has not only qupted it, but has ventured to declare, 
that " implicit refpeft was manifefted to the indepin- 
dence and covjiitutions of other nations." — ^Buf in what 
manner the independence of BeJgia was refpe£led, in 
what manner its conftitution, which the mjyority of the 

inhabitants 
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'^ After fo free a declaration, which mani- 
'* fefts the prefent defigns of peace, the Mi- 
^^ nifters of his Britannic Majefty ought to 

inhabitants wiflied to. prefervc, was held in honotir, 
and in what manner the French Executive Council re- 
gulated its conduS by the will of the Tovereign people, 
has been (hewn in the preceding note. Further, fays 
Dumouriez, immediately after the words laft quoted : ' 
*' On ne leur laiffait aucune adminiftration : on les 
mettait en tutelle. On fe chargeait.du fequeftre de tons 
les biens ecclefiaftiques, qu'on nommait biens nationaux, 
fans s'embarrafler, s'il conviendrait aux Beiges de de- 
pouiller fon clerge, et de declarer fes biens nationaux. 
Tout cela fe faifait,^02/r les forcer dfe donner a la France ; 
et bientot on employ a la violence et les moyens les -plus cri- 
minelsy pour arracher remiffion de ce voeu." Whoever 
wilhes to read a circumftantial account of thefe violent 
and infamous meafures, of which not only Dumouriez, 
but even Briffot fa fes commetans, p. 82 — 87.) loudly 
complains, may confult the fecond volume of Defo- 
doarfis' Hiftoire Philofophique de la Revolution de 
France. The defcription given by Defodoards, which 
no one will call in queftion, as the author is himfelf a 
ftaunch republican, and a decided enemy of Great 
Britain, (houldbe further compared with the all-pro- 
miiing manifefto, with which the entry of the French 
^rmy into the Netherlands was accompanied, and it will 

I 3 then 
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^^ entertain no doubt relpe<fling the inten- 
'^ tions of France, (lio) But if thefe expla- 
^^ nations appear to thetnhtfuffictent, and if we 
*^ arejiill obliged to hear the language ofhaugh^ 
^^ tinejsy and if hojiile preparations are conti- 
^^ nued in the ports of 'England^ after having 
'^ done every thing in our power to maintain 
^y peace y we will prepare for war ^ (V^ l) con- 
^^ fcious, at leaft, of the juftice of our caufe, 

then be confeffed, tfeat a paore abominable plan of fyf- 
tematic deception was at that time introduced, than had 
ever difgraced the annals of mankind. 

[i I o). Nor did they entertain any doubn 

i (ill) Hence it is evident that this note of the Execu- 
tive Council contained xhtir ultimatum: fortheyexprefsly 
fay, " we will prepare for war (nous nous difpoferons a 
la guerre) if the explanations appear infufficienf, and 
the preparations in the ports of England be ftill conti- 
nued." — The Briti/h Government, therefore, was re- 
duced to this dilemma : either to admit, that the expla- 
nations given by the Executive Council were fatisfac- 
tpry, and to put a flop to the preparations making in 
the fea-ports, or to reje<3: the explanations as unfatis- 

faftory, 
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'^ and of the efforts we have made to avoid 
^^ that extremity. (112) We Ihall combat 
^' with regret the Englifh, whom we ef- 
" teem : (ll3) but we Ihall combat them 
" without fear. 

(Signed) '' le brun." 

To this final note of the French Execu- 
tive Council Lord Grenville returned, within 

faftory, and to continue the preparations in the fea- 
ports. But it has been fully proved, that the former 
was impoffible: confequently, the latter was unavoid^ 

able,) y ' ' :': ^ 

(112) One becomes gradually fo accuftomed to the 
hypocrify of the French rulers, that indignation at 
length gives way to contempt. 

(113) With great artifice was this claufe inferted. 
It was defigned to feparate the people from the Go- 
vernment, and to promote the expeded infurredlion. 
They never lofe fight of their favourite maxim : Ilfaut 

foulever les adminiflrh contre les adminijlrans. 

I 4 five 
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five days after the receipt of it, the following 
anfwer. (ll4) / 

Whitehall, Jan. 1 8, 1793. 
*^ I have examined. Sir, with the utmoft 
^^ attention, the paper you rerriitted me on 
" the 13th of this month. I cannot help 
" remarking, that I have found nothing fatis- 
^^ faSiory in the refult of it. .The explanations 
/^ which it contq^ins, are nearly reduced to 
^^ the fame points which I have already re- 
*^ plied to at length. The declaration of 
^^ wiftiing ' /o intermeddle with the (0atrs of 
'' other countries is there renewed. No de- 
^^ nial is made, nor reparation offered for the 
\' outrageous proceeding I ftated to you in 
^^ my letter of December 31 : and the right 
^^ of infringing treaties y and violating the rights 

(114) The French original of Lord Grenville's an- 
fwer to the note of the Executive Council was not 
printed in the Moniteur, as the preceding notes were : 
but as the Englifii tranflation was ofBcially laid before 
Parliament, it fupplies'the place of the original. 
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^\qf our allies is ftill maintained, by Iblely 
'^ offering an illufory negotiation upon this 
'^ fubjeft, which is put off, as well as the 
'^ evacuation of the Low Countries by the 
^^ French armies, to the indefinite termt not 
^' only of the conclufion of the war, but like- 
^^ wife of the confolidation of what is called 
^^ the liberty of the Belgians. 

'^ It is added, that, if thefe explanations 
^^ appear infixfiicient to us, if youlhould be 
*' again obliged, to hear a haughty tone of 
^^ language, if hoftile preparations fliould 
^' continue in the ports of England, after 
^^ having made every effort to preferve peace, 
^^ you will then make difpofitions for war. 

*^^ If this notification, or that relative to 
*^ the treaty of commerce, had been made to 
^* me under a regular and official form, (l 15) 

(115) It was admitted by the French Executive 
Pouncil, in the very note to which Lord Grenville hei'e 

replied. 
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*^ I fliould have found myfelf tinder the ne- 
^' ceffity of replying to it, that to threaten 
^^ Great Britain with a declaration of war, 
^^ becaufe flie judged it expedient to aug- 
" ment her forces, and alfo to declare that a 
'^ folemn treaty fhould be broken, becaufe 

replied, that Mr. Cbauvelin was no other wife accredited > 
to his Britannic Majefty than from the late King of 
France, and that he was not formally enough authorized 
to treat as an agent of the new Government of France; 
confequently Mr. Chauvelin's communication of the 
note, to which Lord Grenville here replied, was, in 
diplomatic ftriftnefs, no official communication : and as 
this was avowed by the Executive Council itfelf, no one 
could cenfure a Britifli Minifter for ufing the fame lan- 
guage. Indeed it is obvious, that, if the Britifli Go- 
vernment had been ever fo inclined to acknowledge, at 
that early period, the French Republic, it could not 
confider any individual as the accredited Ambaffador of 
that republic, till credentials from th^ part of thofe, 
who had the adminiftration of it, had been both deli- 
vered and received. But (as Lord Grenville had already 
explained to Mr. Chauvelin) the iflue of the negotia- 
tion depended, not on the/ir/?/, but on x\iQ, fubjiance of 
it. (See Note 4 to the prefent chapter.) V^"^ l^^ y p ' >- 

^^ England 
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*' England adopted^ for her own fafety, fuch 
^' precautions as already exijl in France, ( 1 16) 
^^ would only be confidered, both the one 
^' and the other, as new grounds of of- 
^^ fence (117), which, as long as they 

(116) It has been proved, that the French naval 
preparations preceded thofe which were made in Great 
Britain, by three whole months^ and that the number 
of (hips of war, which were ordered by the Britifh Gfo- 
vernment to be put in commiflion in the latter half of 
December and the former part of January, was inferior 
to the number of thofe which France had already in 
commiflion; to which was now to be added the confi- 
derable reinforcement of (hips of the )ine and frigates, 
ordered by the National Convention on the 13th of Ja- 
nuary. See Ch. X. Note 5. Ch, xi. Note 44. and 
Ch. xii. Notes 59— 61. 

(117) To complain about preparations, which were 
not only mere meafures of defence, but were ftill left 
extcnfive than thofe already adopted by the menacing 
power, and, while the motives which had given rife to 
the preparations of the menaced nation nil! continued; 
to infift on the ceflation of thofe preparations* and laflly, 
when Ahe caufes of alarm were openly avowed, to ac- 

y.^ <?<aMpany fhe demand with a new menace, that, unlefs it 

were 
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'^ ihould fubfift, would prove a bar to every 
'^ kind of negotiation, 

^' Under this form of extra communica- 
^^ tion, I think I may yet bp permitted to 
*^ tell you, not in a tone of haughtinefs, but 
'^ firmnefs, that thefe explanations are not con- 
'^ Jidered asfnfficient, and that all the motives y 
*^ which gave rife to the preparations yjiill con- 
" tinue. Thefe ^lotives are already known 
'* to you by my letter of December 31, in 
" which I remarked in precife terms what thofe 
*^ difpoJttio?is were-y which could alone maintain 
^' peace and a good underjlanding. {\l?^) I 

were inftantly complied with, a declaration of hoftili- 
ties would be the confequence, was, in faft, to treat 
the menaced nation with the utmoft infolence and con- 
tempt. ^ '^' ■' ^' "_ '' '' '' .'" /" /- \ ^ ' . 

(iig) On the precife terms, in which Lord Gren- 
yille had marked to Mr. Chauvelin the difpofitions, 
which alone could maintain peace and harmony be- 
tween the two nations. (See Note 66 to this chapter.) 

" do 
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^' do not fee that it can be ufeful to the. ob- 

" je<3: of conciliation, to enter into a difcuf- 

'^ fion with you, on feparate points, under 

'^ the prefent circumftances, as I have al- 

^^ ready acquainted you with my opinion 

^' concerning them. If you have any expla- 

'^ nation to give me under the fame extra- 

'^ official form, which will embrace all the 

*^ objects contained in my letter of the 3lfl 

^^ of December, as well as all the points, 

'^ which relate to the prefent criiis with 

'/ England, her allies, and the general fyftem 

^* of Europe, IJhall willingly attend to them. 

*^ I think it, however^ my duty to in- 
^^ form you in the moft positive terms, in 
*' anfwer to what you tell me on the fiibjeiS: 

^^ circumftances y all thofe meafures will he con-^ 
^^ tinned, which may he judged necejfary to 
*' place us m^ a Jiate of proteSilng the fafety^ 
^^ tranquillity J and the rights of this country, 

''as 
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""*■ as^voell as to guarantee thofe of our allies^ 
^^ and tofet up a harrier to thofe views of dm-- 
^^ hltlon and aggrandizement y dangerous at all 
'^ times to thereji of Europe y but which hecome 
'^Jilll morefoy helng fupported hy the propaga- 
^' tlon of principles deJiruSilve of all foclal 
*^ order. 

(Signed) ^^ grenville/' 

When we examine the feveral parts of 
the preceding negotiation, we muft confefs, 
that the motiyes which had induced the 
Brltifli Government to have recourfe to a 
navaf armament, were far from being re- 
m.oved by it; and that thofe caufes of alarm, 
which have been defcribed at large In the 
tenth chapter, continued to operate in full 
force. And in the middle of January, 1 7Q3> 
were now to be added thofe additional caufes 
which have been related in the twelfth chap- 
ter,- caules ^ which neceflarily produced fb 
much the more ftriking efFeds, as they aroie 

at 
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at the. very time that the French Executive 
Council was pretending to remove the for- 
mer caufes of complaint, and, during ne- 
gotiations, of which the apparent objed: 
was the prefervation of peace. For the de- 
cree of December 15, the new addrefs to all 
nations in favour of infurrediion, the me- 
nace in the National Convention of an ap- 
peal to the Britifh people, and the decifive 
refufal on December 24, to except Great 
Britain from the decree of November ig, 
fucceeded Mr. Pitt's conference with Mr. 
Maret, and took place about the period, 
when the French Executive Council muft 
have been engaged in preparing inftrudions 
for Mr. Chauvelin. It was only four days 
after Mr. Chauvelin had delivered his note 
of December 31, and on the very day on 
which Lord Grenville replied to it, that the 
Marine Minifter, Monge, wrote the circular 
letter to the French fea-ports, threatening 
England with an inyafion, and fifty thou- 

iand 
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fand caps of liberty. It was only one day 
after the Executive Council had, in the note 
of January 7, folemnly pledged its word to 
refped: the independence both of England 
and its allies, that this fame Council infl:yu<5l- 
ed its commiffaries, that the French Repub- 
lic confidered every nation as an enemy, 
which, however unanimous in the refolu- 
tion, was determined to preferve its ancient 
form of government. Laftly, it was only 
three days after the folemn pledge to refped: 
the allies of England had been given, and 
even before any reply either was or could be 
made by the Britifh Government, that po- 
fitive orders -were fent to General Miranda 
for an invailon of Holland. It lies not, 
therefore, within the power of fophiftry it- 
felf to deny, that the French Executive 
Council entered into the negotiation with 
the foie view" of amufmg the Britifh Go-, 
^vernment, till the plan, which had been laid 
for the deftru6tion of the Britifh empire, . 

was 
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was fully ripe for execution. But the Bri- 
tifti Government had more penetration than 
the French Government imagined^ and was 
too wile to be decoyed into a fnare^ which, 
within the compafs of a few years, has 
proved the ruin of millions, (l 1Q) 

(119) The readinefs to give credit to the proteftations 
of the French rulers, till the iniquitous invafion of Swit- 
zerland at laft opened the eyes of all who chofe to fee, 
and rendered the truth, that the aftions of thefe pre- 
tended benefaSors of mankind were uniformly at va- 
riance with their fpecious profeflions, as palpable even 
to tlie illiterate in politicks, as it had been from the very 
beginning to the intelligent,) appears from the follow- 
ing paflagfe of a letter written from Paris in the autumn 
of 1798, and publiflied in the Annals of the Pruflian 
Monarchy (Annalen der Pfeuffifchen Monarchic) No- 
vember, 1798, p. -272— 276. ** The (French) Go- 
" vernment fent to Germany, fome time ago, a man of 
** great t^nts and information, who expreffes himfelf ' 
" with fpirit and fluency, in order to probe the public 
" opinion, and, if poflible, to work upon it. He is lately 
<* returned, and has informed me that he has made the 
" following report to the Government : That before the 
** events in Switzerland foreigners ivere fiill inclined /« 

Vol, II. ^ K "/#^r 
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Befides> the negotiation itfelf, even with- 
out any referdnce to thofe fadls, which plaice 
the i}'ftematic deception of the French rul'-* 
crs in the cleareft point of view, proved, be- 
yond a doubt, that they preferred the gra* 
tification of their ambition, and a war with' 
England, to moderation and a continuance 
of peace. For, if they had preferred the lat- 
ter, they would have readily accepted the 
conditions which were offered by the Britilh 
Government; Unce thefe conditions were no- 
thing more than, firft, that Francelliould 
renounce its views of aggreffion and aggran- 
dizement, and fecondly, that it Ihould ceafe 
to interfere in the internal concerns of neu- 

^* fuffer themf elves to be deceived in regard to the realveiws 
** of the French Government^ but y that after thofe extortions 
** and excejfesj all attempts tojufiify its conduSf were without 
*' effeSi.** — ^This paflage proves, likewift, what indeed 
wants at prefent no proof in England, that the 
French Government ftill fends revolution-profelTors 
abroad, to work on the public opinion, / ^^^';'^^ /^ ^ '^< ^ 

tral 
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tral nations. (l2o) Without a compliance 
with thefe conditions on the part of France^ 
it would have been madnefs to have delifted 
from the preparations which were making 

, (120) Not only were thefe conditions diftinflly Ipe- 

cified in Lord Grenville's note of December 31, but the 

condudl of the National Convention, as being contrary 

to what was required in thofe conditions, had, on the 

13th of December, been alledged in his Majefty's fpeech 

as the caufe of the Britifli armament. " I have care- 

<* fully obferved (faid his Majefty) a ftridl neutrality in 

" the prefent war on the continent, an^have uniformly 

** abftained from any interference with refpefl: to the 

*^ internal affairs of France : hut it is impojftble for me ta 

*^fee, without the mo/if erious uneafinefs, theflrong and in^ 

** creajing indications^ which have appeared there of an in- 

** tent ion to excite dijlurhances in other countries^ to dlfre- 

*' gard the rights of neutral nations^ and to purfue views of 

** conqueji and aggrandizement ^ £sfr.'*— -Great Britain, 

therefore, had recourfe to an armament, as to a meafure 

of defence, becaufe France had difplayed views of con- 

qiieft and aggrandizement, and had interfered in the 

internal concerns of neutral nations, particularly of 

Great Britain itfelf. And, when that armament became 

a f^k^&hi negotiation, the queftion, whether it fliould 

ceafe or be continued, depended entirely on the quef- 

K 2 tioB, 
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in the ports of Britain. For, in regard to 
the former, it was certainly not to be ex- 
pelled, that, after the conqueft of Holland, 
and the great acceffion of fea-coaft and na- 
tion, whether the French rulers would abandon or re- 
tain their plan of interference and aggrandizement, 
whether they would accept or rejeS the propofed con- 
ditions. The whole negotiation turned on this fingle 
' point, and therefore it is flie^r fophiftry, when the ad- 
i verlaries of the Britifli Miniftry intermix other que^ 
tions, fuch as the new form of government in France, 
to which the negotiation had not the mpft diftant ^^^^^^ 
cnce. The French rulers themfelves wete confcious, 
that it was their views of conqueft and aggrandizement 
which occafioned the Britifli armament, and that they 
were determined, under no conditions, to abandon thofe 
views : for, on the day which preceded the declaration 
of war, Dan ton faid in the National Convention : ** Les 
limites de la France font marquees par la nature : nous 
les atteindrons dans ieurs quatre points, a TOcean, au 
, Rhin, aux Alpes, aux Pyrenees. — On vous menace de 
>^, ^v4^J TAngleterre! Les tyrant de TAngleterre font morts : 
li^r^-' VOUS avez la plenitude de lapuiffance nationale." Mo- 

niteur, i Fev. 1793. From this paflage we fee, like- 
wife, the reafon why the conditions, propofed by the 
Bntiflx Government, were rejeSed by the rulers of 
France. They fuppofed, namely, in confequence of 

th€ 
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val power, which would accrue from it to 
France, the government of that country 
would not take the earlieft opportunity of 
attacking Great Britain with double force. 
It was iiirely not to be expefted, that a na- 
tioBj, g^l^ich has ever been the great rival of 
France, a nation, which, on account of its 
power^aad weakh;^ is enyied by all Europe, 
would alone remain unmolefted. Nor cotdd 
it be fiippofedj that the defire of humbling 
Britairi," which is aeceffarily inherent in the 
French, would diminifli with the increafe of 
their power, and that this defire would at 
length vanifli, when they had acquired the 
means of controlling us according to their 
pleafure. The renunciation, therefore, of 
conqueft and aggrandizement on the part of 

the expeded rebellion, that the Britiih Conftitution was 
at its laft gafp : in the heat of their imagination, they 
reprefented royalty in Britain as even expired : and dif- 
dained, therefore, to be re-condufled within the limits of 
moderation by a govemijient, which, on account of its 
imagined debility, they defpifed. 

• K 3 France 
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France was a condition eflential to the fal- 
vation t^f Britain. Equally neceffary was 
the acceptance, and^even the mbft punc- 
tual fulfilment of the other condition : for 
it was wholly impoffible, that Great Bri- 
tain fliould preferve its internal trariquiUity, 
while the decrees of Novembeir J 9, and 
December 15, continued in force, while the 
French Government continued to encourage 
thofe focieties, who, by their own avowal on 
the 28th of November, had formed the re- 
folution of overturning the Britifli Conftitu- 
I tlpn, and while it ftill perfevered in infefting 
I our country with its apoftles of rebellion. 
(121 )(lt is clear, therefore^ that France had 
no right to expeft a ceflation of the warlike 
preparations on the part of Britain, unlefs 
the former would condefcend to accept of 
conditions which were indifpenfibly necef- 
fary for the prefervatipn of the latter. This 

(i2i}_See Ch. x.p. 203 — ^31, 
. t^C\o matter' 
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matter was reprefented very per{picuoiifly by 
Mr. Miles on the 1 1th of January, 1 793, in 
a letter addrefled to his friend Mr, Maret, 
who was then become Chef du 'Departement 
pour les Affairs Eirangeres, and confequently, 
the principal perfon in that department, after , 
the Minifter himfelf. Mr. Miles pointed 
out the impoffibility, that the Britilh Go- 
vernment fhould remain tranquil, unlefs the 
Executive Council would confent to fulfil 
w^hat was required in the propofed condi- 
tions : and, at the fame time, he pofitively 
affured Mr. Maret, that if the Executive 
'Council xiwuld comply with theyn^ a war would \ 
not take place. (l22) To the French Mini- j 

(122) As this letter was written to a man in an offi- 
cial capacity, and is a document of fome importance, 
it is necelSary to quote the following extraft from the 
original, 

A Londres, le ii Janvier, 1793. 
Ladepeche cnvoyee par Monfieur Chauvelin, Lundi, 
31 Decembre, vous eft certainement parvenue, cepen- 
dant vous ne m'en accufes^ pas la reC£gtion, Vous me 

K 4 , , parlez 
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fter for Foreign Affairs himfelf Mr. Miles 
had already written on the 2d of January, on 

parlez de Tardeur du people Fran9ais et de fes resources 
immenfes ; helas ! mon cher Maret, il n'eft qiieftion ni 
de Tune ni de Tautre. Apres les griefs detailles dans 
la reponfe de Milord Grenville a la note de Monfieur 
Ghauvelin, quel autre parti y a-t-il a prendre pour la 
France, que de reculer ou fe battre ? Je n'en connais 
aiicun. Vous me direz, peut-etre, que ce quon a 
exige eft trop humiliant \ inais mon cher ami, // tieji 
pas quejtiond'orgueily mats dejuflice, — Si rAffemblee Na- 
tional dans un moment d'ivreffe fait des bevues ou des 
, injuftices, il convient qu'elle corrige les uns et repare 
les autres. Permettez que je vous repete ce que vous 
avez deja lu dans la reponfe de Milord Grenville, que 
les ordres donnes a vos officiers generaux de pourfuivrc 
Fennemi fur les terres neutres eft une atteinte contre 
rindependance des puiifances qui ne font point en 
guerre avec vous. L'afrete du Confeil fur rouverture 
de I'Efcaut eft une infraSion des traites. L*appropria- 
tion de la Savoie eft contre vos propres prrncipes ; vous 
avez renonce a toutes conquetes, et vous en faites ! 
Comment fe fier a une nation qui ne refpe^le ni fes 
traites ni fes fermens? Le decret du 19 Novembre, 
ainfi que celui du 15 Dqcembre, etant con5us en 
termes generaux, et invitant, pour ainfi dire, les peuples 
de tous les pays a fe revolter contre leurs gouvernemens 

refpedifs. 
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the f^me liibjed:, and had alTured him, tJua 
the fate of Britain and France depended on the 
decifion of the Fxecutive Council. (l23) j If 

refpe&ifs, en leur promettant du fecours, font des griefs 
trop evidens et trop ferieux pour ne pas. indigner le 
Gouvernement Bntannique, et j uftifier fes craintes; fur* 
tout apres que rAflemblee Nationals a accueilli, avec 
un empreflement aulTi peu decent que peu politique, les 
adrefles de quelques clubs faftieux en Angleterre, qui 
ne diffimulaient pas leurs intentions de tout bouleverfcr. 
l^oila doncy mon cher Maretj oic nous fommes ; Ji vous pouvez 
engager le Conseil Executif a revenir fur fes pas^ relative- 
men t aux articles ci-deffus^ la guerre naura point lieu. II 
faut convenir que TAngleterre. ne peut que fe fentir 
comprife dans les decrets qui offrent ce que vous ap- ^^/ 
pellez fraternite a tons les peuples du monde. II eft 
evident aufTi que notre exiftence politique rie permettra 
nullement que la France s'aggrandifle : et vous ne pou- 
vez nier que le traite de 1788, nous oblige a garantir 
la fermeture de TEfcaut, et que vous y eies tenu par le 
traite de 1786. II eft auffi vrai, que pendant qu'un 
trail e exifte on doit le refpe6ter. Repondez le plutot 
poffible a ma lettre, etc. Authentic Correfpondence, 
etc. Appendix, p. 106 — 108. 

(123) The words of the original are: " CeJ} au 
Pouvoir Executif a- decider : and a few lines after, " Fous 

ites 
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this Council then had been really deiirous of 
peace, it would have decided in favour of the 
acceptance of the propofed conditions, efpe- 
cially as they contained nothing more than 
the propofal, that France Ihpuld remain true 
to the principles which, from the commence- 
ment of the revolution^ it has uniformly pro^ 
fefled. No alter^tioii, was required in the 
new form of government : the fubjeils of 
negotiation related folely tp the external 
v^ power of France : and if this power had 
continued in the hands even of Louis XVL;, 
and he had aded towards Great Britain in 
the fame manner as the National Convention 
did, the Britilh Government woi^ld have 
been equally obliged to infift on the fame 
conditions, and, in cafe of their rejeftion, to 
perfevere in the preparations of war. But 
v/e have feen that the Executive Council, 
Snftead of accepting thefe conditions, which 

\etes maitre de *!eur dejiln. Authentic Correfpondence, 
/ Appendix, p. 97, 98. 
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his Majefty had mentioned iii his fpeech to 
the Britifh Parliament on the 31 ft of De- 
cember, and which Lord Grenville, in his 
firft note to Mr. Qljauvehn, had very dif- 
tindlly propofed as the only poffible bafis of 
peace, (l24) ftill iniifted on the right of ap- 

(124) The propofition was in fa£l fo clear (Seethe 
Notes 66 and 120 to this chapter}, that it creates jufl: 
matter of furprife, that an eminent leader of Oppofition 
could venture, on the i8th of February, 1793, in the 
Houfc of Conimons, to lay the following charge to ^ 

Miniftry : ** That in the late negotiation — they never / / ' ..» 

*< ftated diftinSly to the French Government any terms ^ 
** and conditions, the acceffion to which, on the part of 
*' France, would induce his MajeRy to perfcvere in a 
<* fyflem of neutrality." See New Annual Regifter, 
17^3, Britifli and Foreign Hiftory, p. 57. But another 
leader of Oppofition does not reft fatisfied with this 
charge : for he feems, at leaft, to deny the exiftence of 
the negociation itfelf, faying in his late popular pam- 
phlet, ** We neither made war upon thefe aggreffions, /"j 
which might have led to a termination of it upon their f -^. ^ 

; \ : ff^ 

removal, nor would we conjent to -put their removal into a \ f / ^ 

< / -■■ ^./ f^ 
train of amicable negotiation." — It is true, that whoever j ('//" -\ 

derives his knowledge of Britifli and French politicks / 

from this eminently fuperficial, though highly eloquent, \ 

pamphlet, -^j 

i 
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plying the decree of November IQ ia cer- 
tain cafes, that is, in fa<3:, of interfering at 
its own pleafure in the internal concerns of 
Great Britain. (l25) On the right of vio- 
lating exifting treaties, of depriving the al- - 
lies of England of privileges guaranteed ta 

pamphlet, might b^ induceeTto fuppofe it v/^retrue that 
BO negociation was conduced between the two govern- 
ments, fince the author has thought proper,! if we ex- 
cept a few fpecious promifes in the note of the Execu- 
tive Council, which he calls conciliatory declarations ^no 
pafs over the negociation in total filence. On the other 
hand, as he acknowledges that a correfpondence was car- , 
ried on between Lord Gi^envUle and Mr. Chauvelin, 
he appears in reality to obje6t only to the /^r/«^ negotia- 
tion. But as this very term was uCed not only by Mr. 
Fox, in the above mentioned charge, but likewife by 
the French themfelves, who fpake of " negociations 
avec I'Angleterre*' (Ch. x. Note 49) ; and as it is not 
the name, but the thing, which demands our attention, 
I leave it to the reader to give whatever, appellation he 
thinks proper to the diplomatic communications be- 
tween Great Britain and France. In verbis fimu& 
facile s. 

(125) See Notes 82—84 to this chapter.- 

them 
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tlicm by almoft all the powers of Europe, 
and of occupying the Netherlands with a 
French army till the liberty, as it was called, 
of the Belgikns Was confblidated, that is, for 
ever, (l26) was Ilkewife formally infifted. 
Conlequently the two conditions of peace, 
propofed by the Britifti Government, were 
unequivocally rejeifted. Thus was the nego- 
ciation brought to a crifis : for, without the 
acceptance of thefe conditions, Great Bri- 
tain could not defift from the preparations 
thei> making in the ports, and thefe condi- 
tions France would not accept. The former, 
therefore, was obliged to continue its prepa- 
rations, as Lord Grenville explained to Mr. 
Ghauvelin, in his note of January 18, on 
this very ground. And as the French Exe- 
cutive Council formally and poiitively de- 
clare4^ that they would commence hoftilitie^ 
if the^^lanations given in the note q£ 
January 7 were not deemed fatisfa<flory, and 

(i5^6) Seethe Notes I o6 — log to this chapter. 

the 
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the preparations in the Britifli ports were 
not confeqiiently difcontinued, we have an 
irrefragable proof, that it was not in the power 
of the Britijh Cabinet to prevent a rnpture 
^dcith Frafice. (127) 

{ (127) On the 1 8th of January,' therefore, Mr, Mile^ 
ciofed his correfpondence with the French Miniftef, 
Le Brim, with the following letter : " Un evenement 
m'eft arrive qui m'ote a janaais la douce efperance 
d'etre utile a la chofe publique* J'aurais youlu ecarter 
la guerre, ce terrible fleau du genre humain : mats enflg 
d*un orgueil tres deplaccy vous riecoUtez ni la prudence ni la 
jujiice. Je me trouve tracafle et eftropic de tout cote 
et de tpute maniere. Je n'en puis plus. II y 9. biea 
des annees que vous connaiffez mes principes : mes de- 
marches out ete diftees jufqu'a prefent par Tamour de 
la verite et de la liberte, non pas d'une liberte effrenee 
et fans bornes comme la votre, mais d*une liberte bien 
entendue, bien raifonnee, et qui rend Ic monde un pa- 
radis terreftre. Mais que faire ? V enthouftajme vous 
aveugle et vous ne voyez plus ni la jujltce ni la prudence. 
Quant il etait queflion du traite de commerce, j'expri- 
mai mes vceux dans une lettre adreflee a Mr. Pitt, que 
ce traite put devenir la bafe d'une alliance entre les deux 
nations, qui affurerait a TEurope et au monde entier la 
douce jouiflance d'une paix eternelle. Mais au lieu de 

la 
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la paix, c'eft la guerre que je vols pr€t a s'eclater et 
engloutir les deux nations. LeBrunl vous allezvcus 
charger d'une terrible refponfabiliti, Soiigea y bien ; il 
eft encore terns ; yous pouvez tout reparer : j'ailecoeur 
gros et obfede par des idees trifles et lugubres ; la vie 
commence a me pefer furieufement." Authentic Cor- 
refpondence. Appendix, p. 113. But this laft warning 
was of no more avail than the preceding : the refolution, 
once formed, vsras not altered : and Le Brun's obftinacy, 
of which Mr. Miles had already complained in a letter 
to Mr. Maret of the 4th of January,* rendered him in- 
fenfible to the calamities in which he and his colleagues 
were wantonly involving Great Britain and France.) 

* ** J'ai le coeur navre de voir que tons mes efforts pour ecarter 
la guerre n'aboutiffent a rien, et ga a caufi de Vopinidtrete de Le 
Brun, qui eft afliirement ti'es mal inftruit de la fitiiation intei ieurc 
de ce pays/' lb, p. 8^9. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Proof that the French Rulers had fully re- 

folved on a War with Great Britain fome 

Time he/ore the Middle of January y 1703. 

Invejiigatton of the Motives which induced 

them to undertake it. 

TTt 7E have feen, in the preceding chap 
. ter, that the queftion, whether a rup- 

ture Ihould take place between Great Britain 
. and France, was fully decided before the 
middle of January, 1793, (l) arid that this 
decifion was founded on the refufal of the 
French Executive Council to accept the con- 

(i) It was on the 13th of January that the ultimatum 
of the French Executive Council w^as delivered to Lord 
Grenville. 

ditions 



Hosted by 



Google 



CH. XIV.] ' of Great Britain and France. t53 

ditions of peace v^hich had been propofed 
bj the Britifh Government. Now, as the 
note, in which the refufal was fignified, was 
figned by Le Brun on the 7 th of January, 
the Executive Council muft, at leaft, on that 
day, if not fooner, have come to a refolution 
of engaging in a war with England, becaufe 
they knew from Lord Grenville's exprels de- 
claration, in his note of the Sift of Decem- 
ber > that, without the acceptance of the pro* 
pofed conditions, a rupture would be una- 
voidable. But they had undoubtedly formed 
this refolution at a ftill earlier period, and 
even before the anfwer of the Britilh Court 
to Mr. Chauvelin's note of December 27 
was known to them : for it was on the very 
day on which Lord Grenville replied to it, 
namely, December 31, that the ^larine Mi- 
nifter, Monge, fent his celebrated circular let- 
ter to the iea-port towns of France, and it is 
evident that no Minifter would take io open 
and decifive a ftep before war had been re- 
Vol. II. L folved 
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fbkedl on in the cabinet. (2) The date o£ 
the circular letter deferves, likewife, in an^ . 

(a) This is fo obvious,- that the circular letter of thV 
Marine Minifter was coiifidered by xht inhabitants of 
the fea-ports as the fignal of an immediate attack on- 
England. The following anfwer, returned hy the mu- 
Bicipality of St. Malo, dated 17th January, and printed' 
ill' the Journal de Paris, 28th January, 1793, may ferve 
as an example. 

Lettf^ du Gonfeil General de la ConE>mune de St*. 
Malo, au Miniftre de la Marine, le 17 Janvier. 

A rinftanf ou nous avons regu votre lettre, avec la 
deliberation du Confeil Executif en date du 7 palSV. 
nous nous fomm^s emprefles, de concert avec VOiSon^ 
nat€ur civil, delui donner la plus grande publicity ^it 
la voie de rimpreflion, bien certain que nos cohcitoyens 
feraient jaloUx de pfouver leur patriotifme, en entrant 
dans les vues du Pouvotr Executtf^ et faifant leurs efforts' 
poUr coopefer de tons leurs moyens, a aneantir les ty- 
i;ans, et les. bord«s d'efefaves ligues com re notre Hberte, 
Nous n'avons point ete trompes dans notre attente, Ci- 
toyen Miniftre, et deja nous vous annongons que hos 
iarmateurs travaillent avec grande a£livite, a difpofer 
les objets neccflaires a rarmemant de fix corfaires, dont 
^rois montent 28 canons en" batteries et trois autres plus 
petits. Vous pouvez compter, qu'ifs feront pfets a 
rinftant ou la Convention Nationals ouvrira fur les 
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other refpedl, to be' particularly noted, be- 
caufe it fhews that the refblution of engag- 
ing in a war with England was formed by 
the Executive Council, even before they 
knew the conditions under which the Britilh 
Government was willing to preferve peace 
with France, and confequently, that they 
were determined on a rupture at all events, 
whatever might be the terms required as the 

mers unnouveau champ d'honneur aux Franjais rege- 
neres." — ^The contents of the delihratlon of the Execu- 
tive Council bearing date "jth of jfanuaryy which is men- 
tioned in this letter, have, I believe, never been made 
known to the public : but it is evident, from the manner 
in which the municipality of St. Malo fpake of it, that 
its tendency was the fame as that of the letter written 
by the Marine Miniller, namely, to roufe the people to 
a war with England. The circumftance, therefore, 
that it was figned by the Executive Council on the ver^ 
fame day on which the note of the Executive Council ta 
the Britifh Government was figned, affords a new and 
very ftriking proof of that glaring duplicity, which 
.chara£lerizes the rulers of modern France, , 

L 2 price 



Hosted by Google 



^ 



156 , Hi/lory of the Politicks [ch, xiV* 

price of peace. Though the queftion, there- 
fore, whether a rupture muft take place be- 
tween Great Britain and France could not 
be brought to its final iffue before the tribu- 
nal of the public, till the ultimatum of the 
Executive Council had been delivered on the 
13th of January^ yet their private determi- 
nation had been irrevocably made, without 
the leaft regard to the refult of a negocia- 
tion. Indeed the whole conduft of the 
French rulers, from the middle of November 
to the middle of January, afforded one con- 
tinued proof of this affertion : (and Mr, 
Miles, who, in confequence of his connexions 
\ w^ith Le Brun, and other leading men in 
France, was intimately acquainted with their 
fecret views,, has teftified, that the Executive 
Council had formed a decided refolution on 
the part to be taken in regard to England,] 
not four weeks only when the circular letter 
of the Marine Minifter was iflued, but even 

tm 
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ten weeks before the open declaration of hof- 
tilities. (3) 

That the refolution^ to engage in a war 
with England, was taken by the Executive 
Council, at leaft before the negotiation was 
finiflied, if not before it commenced, ap- 
pears likewife fromithe confeffions of Gene- 
ral Dumouriez. In the firfl: volume of his 
Memoirs, where he fpeaks of his own reli- 
dence in Paris during the former part of Ja- 
nuary, and the meafures which were then 
concerting for the next campaign, he fays, 
in positive and unequivocal terms, that Le 
. Brun, the French Minifter for Foreign Af- 
fairs, defired him topay^no regard to the ne- ^ 
gotiation with Great Britain, and that this 
negotiation was not made even aJuhjeSi of the 
leqfl inquiry. (4)} We have herC;, alfo, an ad- 

(3) Compare p. 87 with p. 88 of the Authentic 

Correfpondence wnh Le Brun and others. 

- (4) " Le Bruq pria merae le general d'ecarter tout 

€e ^ui concernait les negociations avec rAngleterre, et 

L3 la 
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ditionai proof, that the Executive Council, 
of which Le Brun, in all matters relative to 
foreign countries was the chief, was refolved 
at all events on a war with England, and 
that the negotiation, which was then carry- 
ing on, had no other objed than to amufe 
its government till the plan of attack was 
ripe for execution. Further, General Du- 
mouriez informed General Miranda, in a 
letter dated Paris, lOth January, that the 
war between England and France appeared 
to be decided. He faid, indeed, to Miranda, 
'' decided on the part of England,'V(5) be- 
ing too prudent to betray the fecrets of the 
Executive Council : but[that he himfelf was , 
convinced the Britifh Government had at 
that time not determined on a war with 
France, is manifeft from the eircumftance, ' 

la Hollande : /"/ n'en fut pas du tout quejiion* Memoires 

de Dutnouriez, torn i. p. io8. , 

(5) La guerre de la part d'Angleterre paralt a-peu- 

pres decidee. Correfpondance du General Miranda, 

etc. p. 3« 

that 
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that in a paflage of his Memoirs, tvh^re he 
hadjuft before expffefsly fpoken of the^ 
ieenth oi January, (6) he fays // would have 
been extremely eajyfw France to have avoided 
a war with England. {7^ Dumotiricz, there- 
fore, certainly did jiot believe on the ttnth of 
January, that the Englifh Cabinet had deter- 
mined on a war vsrith France : for in that 
cafe he could not have fuppofed, that the 
French Government, on the ffteenth of 
that month, might fo eafily havt avoided 
a rupture : nor could he have at all inla- 

(6) Tom. i. p. 103. ** Nous etions deja au 15 du 
ffiols de Janvier. 

(7) " La Clbs, qui venait d'etre nor^me comman- 
datit dans Tlnde propofait, qu'on le fit partir avec quinze 
mille honMTies et quinze vaiiTeaux de guerre, ce qui fup>- 
pofait neceflairerpent la guerre avec les Anglais et les 
Hollandais, guerre qui n'etait point declaree, et qu'il 
eut ete/r^j-/^rif/^et tres-neccjffaired'eviter. lb p. 105. 
H^ fays alfo p. 128 : " De iVIaulde en arrivant a Pari^ 
pour fe juftifier vint trouver le general, et lui dit, que 
fi on voulait garder la neutralite avec la Holland et 
Vhti^zXtxit^ rim net ait plus facile,^' 

L4 gi'ned. 
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gined, that the decifion of war and peace 
depended on the will ,of the Executive 
Council, unlefs he had been thoroughly per- 
fuaded, that the defigns of the Britifli Go- 
vernment were pacific. > The expreffion, 
therefore, guerre de la part dAngleterre, mufl: 
be confidered as fy nonymous to guerre avec 
TAngkterre : the ufe of it muft be afcribed 
to the caution which he thought was necef- 
fary in writing to Miranda, but which no 
longer operated when he publiflied his Me- 
moirs : and the decifion in favour of war muft 
be underftood of the French Government, a 
conftrudion, of which the jtiftnefs is demon- 
ftrated, not only by Le Brun's acknowledg- 
ed refolution, to pay no regard to the negotia- 
tion with England, but likewife by the or- 
der fent to General Miranda, on the fame 
loth of January, to make an immediate at- 
tack on the United Provinces', And it re- 
ceives ftill further confirmation, from the de- 
claration made by Lord Auckland in the 

Houfe 
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Houfe of LoFds, on the Qth of January, 
1 798, whence it appears, that at the time 
when preparations were making (8) to open 
a negotiation between Lord Auckland, then 
Ambaflador at the Hague, and General Du- 
rnouriez, the General himfelf acknowledged, 
that the Frenqh Executive Council had de- 
termined on a war with England. " His 
Lordlhip further added, that he had not 
mentioned the matter before, but that he 
then felt himfelf at liberty to ftate it. (9) 

(8) Qf thefe preparations, which commenced only 
a few days before the declaration of war, more will be 
faid in the following chapter. 

(9) See the Parliamentary Debates on Jan. 9, 1 798. — 
As no perfonal interview, if I miftake not, took place 
between Lord Auckla^id and General Dumouriez, the 
negotiation having been flopped at the very outfet by 
the declaration of war on the part of the National 
Convention, the fecret, which his Lordfhip has revealed, 
rauft have been contained in fome written or verbal 
meflage, either to himfelf or to fome other perfon. 
Now Dumouriez relates in his Memoires, torn i. p. 
142, that he fent a confidential letter to his friend De 
Maulde, who was then at the Hague, and that De 

Maulde 
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VBut whatever iiiay be the period at which 
the French Cabinet came to a fettled refolu- 
tion in regard to the war with England and 
Holland, thcfaSi th^t it did come to this 
refolution, and that too before the middle of 
January, 1793, has been fo 'fully demon- 
ftrated in the tenth and twelfth chapters of 
the prefcnt work/thM it would bf a w^-fte of 
time to fay any thing further on the fubjeft.y 
Indeed, the politive order fent to General Mir 
randa on the 10th of January, for an imme-. 
diate invaiion of Holland, and the confider- 
able augrnentation of the French marine, 
which was ordered only three days after- 
wards, exprefsly to ad: againft England, 
though the French had a greater number of 
Ihips already in commiffion than were at 

Maulde (hewed this letter to Lord Auckland. Biit 
whether the acknowledgment of General Dumouriez 
was contained in this confidential letter, or in fome other 
difpatch, his Lordfliip can beft determine. As the in- 
formation, however, was really communicated, the ve- 
hicle is of no great confequence. 

. • that 
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that time fitting in the Englifli ports, ( 10) 
would alone demonftrate the truth of the 
aflertion. ^Laftlj, Mr. Miles fays in the 
work,(l l) which has been frequently quoted, 
^^ I have other documents in my pofleflion, 
^^ which all tend to prove, that France was 
^^ too much intoxicated with her fuccefS;, and 
^^ too confident that flie was invincible, to 
^' keep any meafures with a nation whom it 
'^ was her misfortune to behold in no other 
'^ light than as a very powerful neighbour 
•^ and rival, and whom flie thought it was > 
^^ neceffary to humble, if not to crulh.'* 
Perhaps the docurnents, of which Mr. Milei 
here fpeaks, will hereafter be laid before the 
public : however, they are unncceflary for 
our prelent purpofe, as we have already cvi^ 
dence enough. ^ 

To this war with Great Britain there- 
publican rulers of France were induced by 

(lo) See Ch. xii. Note 6i. (n) Pag. 98. 

various 
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various iTiotiHres^ which, unfortunately for 
G^ 1:^ human kind, derived their origin from the 



t'^ 



-M 



YrlF ' French revolution. 



The completion of it, as it was called, had 
already induced the National Aflembly, in 
April 3 792, to declare war againft Auftria : 
(12) they had deemed it expedient to em- 
ploy their forces abroad, that they might be 
more at liberty to execute their projefts at 
home, and to divert the general attention 
from jthe cabals in the centre of the king- 
dom to the military operations on the bor- 
ders,^ that their own fecret machinations 
might lefs attra<5l the notice of the public. 
When hoftilities were once commenced, the 
fame motives urged both the continuance 
and extenfion of them : for the Minifter of 
the interior declared, in the fummer of 1 792, 
that, as there were three hundred thouland 
men in arms, it was ncceifary to make them 



(12) See Ch. vii. Notes. 

march 
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march as far as their logs would carry them, 
or they would return and cut the throats of k^ (^ 
their employers. (13) War, therefore, was 32 '9 

coniidered as a national benefit, and peace, 
as'Briflbt himfelf acknowledged, (l4) was 
regarded as the only evil which the repub- 
lican rulers of France had to dread, becaufe, 
as Louvet obferved, it was deftru6live to the 
republic. (15) The fuccefsful campaign of 
1792, and the advantages which had been 
obtained over Auftria and Pruflia, opened 
new fields of adiori to the French armies, 
which were daily increafing both in numbers 
and in military prpwefs : and to men accuf- 
tomed to fubfift by rapine, nothing more in- 
viting could be offered^ than the plunder of 
a commercial country, whofe wealth is pro- 
verbial. And, as it was deemed expedient 

(13) Ch. vii. Note 36. 

(14) lb. Note 7. 

(15) lb. Note 12. 

to 
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to find employment for the French failors as 
well as for the foldiers, a war with Great 
Britain was not only an alluring objedly but 
appeared to thp National Convention to af^ 
ford the means of fecuring its authority at ^ 
home. 

As the tvar, however, with Aiiftria and 
Pruffia already anfwered the ends of the 
French rulers to a certain degree, it is pro- 
bable that the declaration of hoftilities againft 
Great Britain would have been deferred to a 
fomewhat later period, unlefs other caufes, . 
of which the efFeAs were more rapid, had 
operated at the fame time. Thefe caufes 
were partly general, or fuch as applied to 
other countries befide Great Britain, aftd 
partly efpecial, or fbch as applied to Great 
Britain alone. To the former clafs . is to be 
referred the refolution of the French repub- 
licans to extirpate monarchy not only in 

France, 
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France, but throughout all Europe, a refb- 
lutioa which was formed by degrees, and 
which may be traced in the feveral ftagds of 
the French revolution. 

The rational fenfe of liberty, which had 
long prevailed in Britain, was fcarcely 
awakened in France, when, in confequence 
of the irhpetuofity of the French cha- 
racter. It began to degenerate into wild 
enthuiiafm. From the original delign of 
eftablifhing a monarchy, lirtiited by a pro- 
per intermixture of democracy and arifto-* 
cracy,( 16) which is the happieft conftitution 

(16) I purpofely fay the dsftgn of eflablifhingfu.eh a 
monarchy, for the framers of the conftitutien of 1789, 
or, as it is more ufually called, of 1791, becaufe it was 
then formally accepted, ehtireTy failed in the execution ; 
they by no means introduced a juft mixture of 'mo- 
i^archy, ariftocracy, and democracy, and on that very 
account it was impoflible that the coixftitution (hould 
be of long duration. The grand fault confifted in this, 
that the States of France, which had beea formerly di- 

vide4 
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for a great empire, a fudden tranfition was 
made to all the horrors of anarchy : and the 

vided iiito three houfes, or chambers, were melted into 
one. Thus the equilibrium of the ftate-machine, which 
it is the firfl: objeft of a good legiflator to preferve, 
■was totally deftroyed: and it was eafy to forefee^ that 
with fuch an inftitution, aided by the fpirit of the titnes> 
the King would be degraded to a mere Commiflary of 
the National AfTembly, and that for want of a feparate 
ariftrocratic power, to form a counterpoife, the mo- 
Barchical part of the conftitution would foon be annihi- 
lated by the daily increafing power of the democratic 
part. The States (hould have been divided into two 
houfes : the heads of the principal noble families, with 
the higher orders of the clergy, (hould have been placed 
in the one, and the reprefentatives of the people in the 
other. The reciprocal aftion of ariftocracy and demo- 
'.. cr^cy would then have preferved "an equilibrium : the 
: prerogatives of the King, and the liberties of the people, 
? would have been guaranteed at the fame time : tran- 
• quillity would have been fecured to France, and the mi-v 
\ feries, which have been infliSed on the neighbouring 
I countries, would have been avoided. The fauhinefs of 
zfingle legidativ^ body has been fince difcovered by the 
French themfelves, and, therefore, in the lateft of their 
conftitutions they have introduced two Councils, in imi- 
tation of the two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament. 

But 
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Conftituent Aflembly, in which were many- 
very refpe6lable members, was fcarcely dif- 

But the imitation falls greatly (hort of the original: 
for the Council of Elders, and the Council of Five 
Hundred, can never anfwer the purpofe which is at- 
tained by-the Houfe of Lords, and the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The Houfe of Lords, which forms the arifto- 
cratical part of our conftitution, is admirably devifed 
to keep the monarchical and democrat ical parts within 
their due limits. It has an equal intereft with the 
Commons in preventing a too great increafe in the 
power of the one, and an equal intereft with the King 
in preventing a too great increafe in the power of the 
other. And as it is placed immediately between both, 
it can keep the conftitution in a proper poife, by fiding 
with the one, if encroachments are made by the other, 
and by fupporting both, when they preferve the limits 
marked out by the conftitution. But no fuch advantage 
attends the French Council of Elders. They are re- 
prefentatives of the people, and, confequently, belong 
to the democratical part of the French Conftitution, as 
well as the Council of Five Hundred : the two Coun-^ 
cils are, in fafl:, nothing more than parts of xhcfame 
houfe, and whether feven hundred and fifty reprefenta- 
tives affemble in one hall, as they did before, or whether 
one room be allotted to five hundred of them, and 
another to the remaining two hundred and fifty, as at 
Vol. n. M prefent. 
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fblved, when the Legiflative Affembly, which 
met in the autumn of 1792, and confided 

prcfent, the difference in the refult is not fo great, as 
the authors of the laft French Conffitution imagined* 
Both Councils confift of meii of the very fame defcrlp^ 
tion ; the members of each have an equal intereft in all 
cafes, vvrhether they be inclined to oppofe or to fupport 
the DireSory, to virhich the executive power is en- 
trufted ; and their ability or inability muft be likewifc 
in all cafes the fame. The prefent French Gonftitu- 
tion, therefore, has eftablifhed oligarchy (the Dire<9:ory)j> 
on the one hand, and democracy (the tviro Councils), on. 
the other, without any intermediate power, to prevei^t, 
mutual incroachments. Confequently, as from the, , 
natural defire, which all men have to increafe their aur; 
thority, the one part of the conftitution muft have a^ 
ways a tendency to opprefs the other, the whole can 
never be kept in equilibrium. Either the Diredlory, 
will render the two Councils, and with them the whole 
nation, fubfervient to its abfolute will; or the two 
Councils will infringe on the executive power, and 
impede the neceffary operations of Government. The 
former cafe has already taken place : for ever fince the 
4th of September, (18th of FruSidor, as they call it) 
1797, the Diredory has governed France with a rod of 
iron, and their unhappy flaves might fay with Tacitus, 
memoriam quoque ipfam cum voce perdidiflemus, fi 

tarn 
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chiefly of violent democrats, formed the fe- 
cret refolution of dethroning the King of 
France, and of raifing themfelves, under the 

tarn ia noflra poteftate eflet oblivifci, quarri tacerc. 
But if a change of circumftances from without (hould 
occafion difcontents in the interior, and the two Coun- 
cils be enabled to refume the power which is allotted 
them by the c6nftitution, they will, probably, go as 
much beyond the conftitutional exercife of it, for want 
of an intermediate check, as the DireSory has hitherto 
done, and thus reduce the Executive Power to a ftate 
of debility, unlefs, in imitation of the National Con* 
vention, they take the whole into their own hands, 
and deftroy the conftitution at one ftroke. Though 
the Britifli Conftitution, therefore, is adapted to all 
cafes, the prefent Conftitution of France is adapted ^lo 
none : under the latter there is always danger either of 
defpotifm or anarchy, under the former there is danger 
neither of the one nor of the other: the former ha$ 
flood the teft of a whole century, the latter was (haken 
to its foundation before it had cxifted even two yeass. 
A comparifon, then, which fo illuftratcs the excellencies 
of the Britiih original, and the defeds of the French 
imitation, muft excite in Britons, of every defcription, 
the flncere defire of tranfmitting, unaltered, to pofteriff 
the conftitution which they have inherited from their 

anceftors. 

M 2 fpecious 
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Ipecious and alluring title of friends of the 
people, to the dignity of all-potent ibve- 
reigns. In the Jacobin Club, efpecially, where 
all fubjeds of importance were difcuffed 
and arranged before they were introduced 
into the National Aflembly, the plan was 
already fettled at the beginning of the year 
1 792, not only for the eftablifliment of a re- 
public in France, but for the introdu6lion of 
the fame form of government in every quar- 
ter of Europe. The ipirit, which animated 
the Club of the Jacobins, operated on almoft 
every mem'ber of the National Affembly : 
and to the National Convention, which met 
in September, 1 792, it was tranfmitted in 
all its vigour. A hatred of Kings, which, 
without diftindion either of their political 
power, or of their private charader, were 
denominated tyrants, betrayed itfelf in every 
harangue : and Sovereigns of all defcriptions 
were openly branded/ in what was called the 
fenate of a great nation, with the opprobrious 

appellation 
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appellation of public robbers. (17) And thisi 
hatred dilplayed itfelf not merely in detached 

(i 7) Les tQis lie favent combattre les peuples qu'ea 
irlgands, faid Bafbaroiix^ in the National Gonvemion^i 
oti the Sth bft)ecember, 179^. See the Moniteur, 
16th Deceiiiber, 1792. And whoever confuhs the 
MoniteuiTy not to mention the Journal des Jacobins, 
ivith the view of difcoverin^ other expreflions of the 
fame kind, -will fiiid them in abtindance. I will not 
trouble the reader, therefore, with many extraSs : but 
I cailiiot avoid quoting a paffage from a letter, written 
by a very celebrated member of the Convention, Tho- 
mas Paine, whofe, principles, ds is well knovirn (for he 
was afterwards imprifoned) '^ere deemed by the Jaco* 
bins faa maderate^ This letter, which was read in the 
National Conveiitiori on the 14th of January, 1793* 
begins thtis : ^* Citoyen PrSfident, mm mepris e$ usa 
baine pmr le gduvtrtiement m&natchiquit font aSez ccai* 
mis ; ma compafiSon pour les inforttines, amis ou enae- 
mis, eft egalement profonde. j'ai vote pour mcttre 
Louis Capet en jugement, parccqu'il etait neceffairede 
prouver a Tunivers la perfdie^ la carrupikn, ei rh^fteur 
^u Jyftirhe mnarchl^ne. La inafle des prcuves, que 
yous ave^ /bus les yeux, le conftate fufSfamment. II cii 
refulte ^ue la monarchic, qudque farme ^um iut dsmi^ 
dejpatlqus Qti llmlteey deVient neccflairement lexentreau* 
four duquel fe forment et fe rafiemblent tous les 

M3 * gem^ 
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Ipeechcs^ or in the opinions of only a few 
orators, but was fo generally adopted, that it 

genres de corruption, et que le wetier Atroi detruit aufli 
certainement toute moralite dans un homme, <jue Iq 
tcicdtx Achurreau touie fenfibilite. Je me rappeUc 
que pendant mon fejour en Angleterre je fus extreme- 
ment frappe d*un mot de M. Anthoine aux Jacobins, 
lequel eft parfattement conforme a I'id^e que j 'enonc^ ; 
Faiies mot Royaujourd'put, difait-il, et je ferai demain 
un brigand.''' — Moniteur, i8 Janv. i793.-^Of expref- 
fions, ^bufive of the Englifh Government in particu-- 
lar, the following may ferve as fpecimens : *' Voyez 
par quels moyens /^r^/jiafe/ le Gouvernement Anglais a 
tout-a-coup aliene la riation Anglaife. — Faire id le ta- 
bleajU de la cocpedie joue par les machiavelijies que diri- 
gerit rAngleterre, c'eft peindre Its forfaits de prefque 
toutes les puiflances de TEurope." Tbefe word;s wex:e 
uttered in the Hational Convention, on the ift of Jai- 
nuary, 1793, by Briflbt, vvrho was afterwards called 
AUie de Pitt. See the Moniteur, 3d Jan. 1793. A 
fimilar expreflipn, ** un afte de perfidies* was ufed, like- 
wife, in a letter to Lord Grenville by the temperate Mr. 
Chauvelin, as he has been termed. See Note 38 to 
Ch. xi. On the 31ft of January, 1793, Danton re- 
prefented royalty as already extinguilhed in England, 
faying : les tyram de TAngleterrc font morts ; votis 
avez la plenitude de la puiiTance natimak. Moniteur, 

I Fer. 
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became an eflentlal ingredient in French 
politicks. Principles (faid the Preiident of 
the National Convention^ Gregoire, on the 
28th of November, 1792) are waging war 
againft royalty, which will fall under the 
blows of philolbphy : (l 8) and, five days af- 
terwards, another Prefident, Barrere, with 
his gorgeous eloquence, declared, that tJieir 
principles:, and their hatred of Kings, were 

I Fev,'i7;93. On the day, on which the National Con- 
vention declared war, Ducos faid: ** Le people Anglais 
trompe par les proclamations menjangeres et les tcrreurs 
hypocrites de fon gouvernement, etc, : and In the public 
ipanifefto, with which the entry of the French army 
into Holland was accompanied, about ten days after- 
vracds» was faid, " le peuple Anglais fe laifle egarer-r- 
far les menfmges de fm roV* Seethe Monitciir, 3d and 
20th of February, 1793* Thef^, with numbeilefs other 
pallages of the faipe import, merit the particular atp^ 
tention of thofe gentleoaen, who have takeq fo much 
offence at |be warmth i^ith whicik Mr. Burke cenfurod 
the condu£l of the French rulers. 

r 

(18} SeeXh. x. Note 19. 

M4 their 
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their minifters plenipotehtiary. (ig) But, 
ihould any one ftill entertain a doubt, whe- 
ther this hatred extended itfelf to the French 
rulers in general, it will certainly be re- 
moved by the following* exclamation of the 
whole National Affembly, on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1792 : We all fw ear hatred to Kings » 
and to Royalty. (20) 

(19) Nos prindpes et notre haine contre les tyrans, voiU 
nos miniftres plenipotentiaires. Moniteur, 6th Dec. 
1792. It is never to be forgotten, that in the language 
of the French Convention the words roi and tyrant are 
always fynonymous, 

(20) Dites au peuple Fran9ais (faid Chabot). que 
vous avez trop appris a connaitre les vices des rois, et 
di la royaute, et que vous lesdetejlex. Oui, oui, s'ecrient 
-im$ ehjemble Its deputes : Nous le jurons. Journal de 
Paris, 1 7,; 2, p. 941. And this hatred was carried to 
fuch a length, that Jean de Brie, who was afterwards 
appointed by the Direftory to negotiate with Kings 
ana Princes, propofed to the National Convention to 
eftabliOi, for the more eafy propagation of French prin- 
ciples, a corps of twelve hundred knights-regicide. 
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This hatred;, however, which had never 
been accorajpanied with fear, was gradually 
converted^ before the declaration of wat 
jigainft England^ into profound contempt ; 
and the name of King was become, in the 
National Convention, a fubjeft of jeft and ri- 
dicule. '^ Another Bourbon (exclaimed Treil- 
hard, then Prefident of the Convention, on 
Jan, 8, 1793, when the King of the Two 
Sicilies had been forced, by the French fleet 
in the Mediterranean, to fubmit to an indigo 
nity) another Bourbon in the number of the 
vanqtliflied : Kings are here the order of the 
day. {2 1 ) And the contempt of the Frenchrul- 
ers for the kingdom of Great Britain in parti- 
cular was fo great, that, according to their own 
^declarations, they cared for it as little, as fot!; 
the republic of Ragula. (22) This contempt^ 

ill) Encore un Bourbon atl nombre des vaincus :! 

. . . , . I 

h^ rots font let a Vordre dujour, Moniteur, 9 Jan v. I793«i 

\ 

(22) Authentic Correfpondence, Appendix, p. 58. 

arofe 
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srole IB jfbme mea&re from the pride^ witli 
which tli^ fuccefsful campaign of 1 792 necef^ 
iarily infpired them,- but more particularly 
from their convi(3:ion, that French principles 
had every where taken fuch deep root, that 
the neighbouring nations were become ripe 
for rebellion/ were prepared to depofc their 
Sovereigns, and to open their gates to the 
pretended deliveirers of humsankind. Of the 
Engliflx nation in particular: they entertained 
thefe fbntiments : (23) whence they fjip? 
pofed, that the Englifli Go^e^nment was not 
only in a ftate of debility, but approaching 
to its final diflblution* And fo confideat 
were they in their expectations of univerfal 
infiirreftion, that the impending execution 
<!)f Louis XVL was openly reprefented in the 
National Convention as a prelude to fimilar 
executions in the other kingdoms of Eu- 
rope. '' Teach the nations (faid Remi, 
on the 2d of December, 1792) to punifh 

(23) See the latter part of Cb. x. 

their 
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their tyrants in the manner which becomes 
them : (24) and, two days afterwards, thp 
celebrated orator Carra, faid, likewife, to the 
National Convention, '^ ye Icnow, that the 
flroke^ by which the head of Louis is aboiit 
to idXlyWiU male the heads of tJie other defpots . 
totter ^'^ (25) And, after the fatal cataftrophe 
had taken place in France, Danton, ipeak- // 
ing of Kings in general, faid, only two dap ' '- 
before the declaration of war againft Great 
Britain : '^ You have throw^n th^m the 
gauntlet; this gauntlet is the head of a King: 
it is thejtgnal of their approaching death. {2&) 

(24) Apprenez aux peuples a punir Icurs tyratis '/ 
d'une maniere digned'eux. Momteur, 6 Dec. 1792. 

(25) Vous fentez que le coup, qui va faire tomberla 
tete de Louis XVI. va fatre chdncehr celles des autrts 
defpotes. Monitcur, 8 Dec. 1792. 

(26) Vous leur avez jette le gant : ce gant eft la 
tete d'un Roi : ceji Uftgnalde Icur mort prochdm. Mo- 
niteur, \ Fev. 1792. 

Evea 
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Eren fa earfy as the 2lft of NaTember, the 
PtfefKlent of the National Convention, Gje^ 
goire, ill aipeech^ which was tranflated into 
all langtiages,(2 7 ) and was publiiOied, two days 
after the celebrated decree, as a ijaanifefto of 
pll nations againft their Sovereigns, had de^ 
dared, ^' It was a glorious Azj for the nni^ 
'^^ verfe^ wheQ the NatiQnal Convention of 
*^ France pronounced thefe words, ^^ nyalty 
^^ is. aholiihed.^''' ^ 



That, in making thefe,; and numerous^ 
other declarations of the fame kind, the 
rulers of France had their eyes dired:ed parti- 
cularly to Great Britain, is too apparent tOi 
ftand in need of additional proof, fiiice the 
whole of the preceding hiiiory Contains one 
continued demonftration of it. All doubts,^ 
however, on this fubjed, , Ihould any really 

27. AnEnglifh tranflation of it is printed in Riving- 
tou's Annual Regifter, 1792, part ii. Pr356. 

remain;^ 
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r^mjiin, will be removed by the Ipeech, 
which was uttered by Carra, in the National 
Convention, on the 2d of January : a fpeech, 
w^hich is fo much the more remarkable, as it 
was not only infolent in the extreme toward 
the Britifh Government, but was delivered 
at the opening of the negotiation between 
Lord Grenville and Mr. Chauvelin, and 
proved, therefore, or at leaft might have 
proved, at that very time, to the world at 
large, that it was not the object of the Na- 
tional Convention, to produce a reconcilia- 
tion with the Britilh Cabinet- (28) '' Your 
^^ courage (faid Garra) will roufe all nations, 
*^ and they will foon wifh to have their 
*^ loth of A^guft, their Convention, and 
'^ their Republic. Already has George III. 

(28) l?riflbt's infolent fpeeches of thp ift ^nd 12th 
of January, which were likewife delivered during the 
negotiatiQu, afford an additional proof of this aflertion. 
See the Moniteur, 3d and 15th Jan. 1793. Specimens 
of thefe fpeeches have been already given in Ch. xii. 
•Note 34, an4 in Note 17 to the prefent chapter, 

[[ commanded 
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^^ cdrhmahdted the Tower of London to be 
**• fortified. Need we lilore, to enable us to 
^^^ predid: the deftrudion of this new Baf- 
'^ tile ? Need we more, to enable us to fore- 
^'^ fee th^ overthrow of royal and noble ty- 
^^ rantiy in England. The human Ipecies 
*'-^' commenced with infancy : it now ap- 
*'•' proaches toward manhood. Form not 
** then your judgment of what you have to 
^' fear by the preparations in England, and 
'^ by the comedy now played by the Parlia- 
^^ ment in concert with the Court : and be 
*' affured, that it is not the real intention of 
*^ the Court to make war on us> but mere- 
'^ ly to intimidate the National Conven- 
*^ tion. {2Q) Let, therefore, the head of 
'^ Louis fall ; and George III. with his Mhttjf- 

(29) This acknowledgment, that it was not the in" 
tention of the Brltijh Cabinet to make war on France j from 
©ne of its moft violent enemies deferves particular at- 
. tention, and, above all, the attention of thofe, who have 
reprefented Minifters as taking every opportunity, be- 
fore the war broke our, of repelling peace. With re- 
gard 
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^^ fer, Pitt, will feel if their heads rejijirm t>n 
^^ tiuir Jhmlders. {zo) Then will the Par- 
^^ liament of England (3 1 ) no longer helitate 
*^ to demand an alliance with the Frencli 
*^ Kepublic. The f ante fate will attend the 
^^ other dejpots : and fliortly will every na- 
^^ tion fay; the head of our tyrant is not 
^^ more divine than that of Louis ; let us 
^^ ftrike it off, therefore ; let us abolifh roy- 
"^^alty ; let us imitate the French in every 
^"^ thing ; and cries of vive la libcrte i yive 
^^ Tegalite ! vive la repuHique ! Ihall re- 
gard to their alledged endeavours to intimidate the Ka- 
tiond Convention, every Briton, who loves his country, 
muft thank them for attempting to prevent tlie execu- 
tion of its avowed projedts. 

(30) Fortunately for Great Britain, their headsTiave 
retted firm on their flioulders, long fince the heads of 
Carra and his affociates have fallen to the dull. 

(31) Namely, when metamorpliofed into tlie Na- 
tional Convention, announced on the g;8th of No- 
V€mber# 

ibund 
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ibund in every quarter of Europe." (32) By 
ipeeches like thefe, and ftill more by aftions^ 

(32) " Votre courage donnera reveil a toutes les 

nations, et tons voudront avoir bientot leur lo Aout ; 

leur Convention et leur Republique. Deja George 

III. a fait fortifier la Tour de Londres. En faut-il 

davantage, pour predire, la deftruflion de cette nou- 

velle Baftille P en faut-il davantage, pour prevoir le 

renverfement de la tyrannic royale et nobiliaire en 

Angleterre ? Le genre humain a commence par etre 

enfant ; il cojpamence aujourd'hui a devenir, uri hotnme.* 

Ne jugez done point de ce queyousdevez craindre par 

les preparatifs de rAngleterre, et la comedie qui s'eft 

jouee dans le parlement de concert avec la cour : et 

crayez que Tintention de la cour n'eft reellernent pas 

de nous faire la guerre, mais feulement d'intirnider la 

Convention Nationale. Que la tete de Louis tpmbe ; 

et George III, et le Minijlre Pitt tdterontji la kur ejl en^ 

core fur leurs epaules ; alors feulement il n'y aura plus de 

difficulte dans ie parlement d'Angleterr^ pour demander 

ralliance de la Republique Fran^aife. II en Jera.de 

meme des autresdefpotes : bientot chaque peuple fe dir^ 

mais la tet€ de notre tyran n 'eft pas d'une nature plus 

di\dne que celle de Louis ;. abbattons-la-donc ; abolif- 

fons. la royaute ; imitons en tout les Francais; et \\v^ 

la liberte ! vive Tegaliie ! vive la repubjique dans, tojute 

VJlurope ! Moniteur, 4 Janv. 1793. 
'i- -which 
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which corresponded to theip, the republi- 
cans of France, republicans who, as Louvet 
laid, were worthy of the name, '^ afpired at 
*^ the lafting renown, at the immortal ho- 
'^ nour of abolifhing royalty itfelf, of abolifli- 
^^ ing it for ever, at firft in France, and then 
^^ throughout the world." (33) 

The. confident expedlation of the French 
rulers, that the neighbouring nations were 
prepared to rebel againft their fovereighs, 
and to make a common caufe with thofe 
who, under fpecious and alluring protefta- 
tions, endeavoured to conceal the infamy 
and deftrudiivenels of their defigns, brought 
at laft the torch of their ambition into open 
flame. To whatever quarter they directed 
their attention, they forefaw in imagination 
the ftruggles of a civil war : they rejoiced at 
the combat of parties, which, by weakening 

(33) Words of Louvet. See Ch. vii. Note 13. 

Vol. II. N or 

Hosted by Google 



186 Hip^ry of thi Politicks £cH.xiy# 

or deflroying the power of both, prepared 
the way for Gallic defpotilm : and regarding 
with a fmileW malevolence the folly of de- 
voted vi^ims, who, feduced by all the ^ts of 
fyftematic deception, were operating their 
own deftruiStion, anticipated the triumjph 
over the expeded prey, t When ambitious 
/ ^iionarchs attempt to gratify their thirft of 
1 conxjiieft, they feldom think of fiibdtting 
more than one country at a time : but iflichL 
I »arro w proj e<Ss of aggrandizement afforded 
; much too little nourifliment for the mighty 
minds of thefe republican rulers, and before 
ihey could be gratified, it was neceflary^ that 
\ all Europe Ihould lie proftratcat their feet. 
Already was Savoy both conquered and in- 
corporated into France: already had they 
made themfelves matters, and even deter- 
mined on the incorporation, of the Auftrian 
Netherlands: already had they vanquiflied a 
confiderable part o^ Germany^ had com- 
menced hoftilities, as well againft the repub- 
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lie of Geneva, a^ againft feveral Hates of 
Italy ; and preparations were already made 
for the conqucft of the Swifs cantons. (34) 
Already had they treated the Britifli Govern- 
ment as an open 6nemy: (35) and, while 
they endeavotiredr feo e±cite infurred:ion with- 
in, had deftined a fofmidahle fleet and army ^^ . 

(34) Thislaft faS, thoiigh hot generally known^ 
admits of no doubt ; for General Dumouriez (Me- 
moireSj, torn. i. p. iib), fpeaking of Colonel Weifs> 
and of the eVents of January, 1793, lays: <* Son eoufi ; 
d'oeil fur tes relations potitiques de la Republique 
Fraajaife et du Corps Helvetique, lance a pfopos aii 
moment de Tgruption, acheva de dejouer lesprojet^ 
hoftiles ; tt il eft tres probablie, que fans lui la guerre 
cut 6te dSclar^aVant la fin de Ffevrier ; divers prepard^ 
ttfs fecrets etant dejd m aEfivite. lis fe dirigeaient 
d'apr^s le plan aflez mal combine par Robert, Claviere^ 

et iqtieliques Emigres SuifTes^ qut defermlnaient Vattaque 
fur trots fiAtits 2L \sL {oh. 

(35) The cohduft of the French Convention oh the 
28th of November, was equivalent to a fbrmal declara- 
tion of hoftilities againft the Britifli Government : and 
to their conduft on that day every meafurei which was 
afterwards taken, perfectly correfponded. ^ 

Hosted by Google 



188 JJiftoryofthePoUtich [cH.xir. 

to fupport their projefts from without. (36) 
And the allies of England, the States Ge- 
neral, were hot merely threatened, but the 
order for aftual invafion had been, already , 
given. Nor was all this fufficient to fatisfy 
the^ ambitious projects of the French rulers : 
for BrilTot, who confidered France, in Ja- 
nuary, 1793, as more powerful than all Eu- 

(36) That thirty fhips of the line were ordered on the 
13th of January to be put in commiffion, in addition to 
the twenty-two already commiflioned, has been related 
in the twelfth chapter. And that the menace of a land- 
ing in England, made by the Marine Minifter on the 
31ft of December, wasnot a mere gafconade, but the 
refult of a ferious and deliberate plan, appears from the 
Rapport fur V organijatlon generale des armeesy delivered, jn 
the National Convention on the 25th of January, in 
which, where the fubje£l relates to England, there oc- 
curs the following paflage: " Toujours cette puiflance 
a craint une defcente ; jamais le projet ne s'en eft ef« 
fedue, et il n'a jamais ete ferieufement prepare. 
Mais il fera fans doute fuivi avec plus de force et 
d'energie fous le regime de la liberte : vous y dejiinerez 
40,000 hommes d'embarquement.'* Moniteiir, 27 Janv. 
^793- 

rope^ 
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rope, (37) and not wholly without reafon, 
on account, as well of the general fermen- 
tation which then prevailed, as of the want 
of confidence and union among the cabinets 
themfelves, had formed the plan of conquer- 
ing likewife, at the fame time, Italy and 
Spain. (38) And, as if Europe were too 

(37) I^^ Ills addrefs, a fes Cotnmetans, p. 75, fpeak- 
ing of the inhabitants of France, he fays: " Ces 
vingt-cinq millions fe trouvaient, meme au mots de Jan^ 
vier demtevy avec des nioyens materiels et pecuniaires 
bien fuperieurs i tous ceux des fuiffances etrangeresj 
meme a ceux de cette Angleterre fi fiere de fes richeffes- 
lis avaient une mafle de reflburces, telle que jamais 
aucune nation n'en a pofledee, mafle qui fe doublait 
encore, fi Ton avait pu faire regner lordre ; car tout fe \ 
tenait dans notre^lan. *' 1 

(38) '* Briflbt y etala fes projets de conquerir 
TEfpagne et Tltalie." Memoires de Dumouriez, tom. i. 
p. 108. Further fays Dumouriez, p. lo^t Keller- 
mann, en prenant conge de la Convention, pour aller 
commander Tarmee du Daujphine, fort d'a-peu-pres 
vingt-mille homrnes, independamment de celle da 
coipte de Nice aux ordres du General Biron, qui etait, 

N 3 a-peu- 
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fxnall a tlieatre for the exercife of the Frericli 
arms, expeditions^ tvete in agitation tQ thf . 
(Jiftant regions of Afia and Africa, (sq) EveQ 
at that time^ the'refore^^ th^ French rulers 
claimed for France the title which has been 
V fineeafliimed^ the title of the Great Nation^ 
' \ for which pnrpole> as Briffot phferved, '' it 
f^ was riecefTary to have vafl ideas, grand de- 
f ^ figns, and an Qbjed iuhiinie and difii- 
« cult/'(*o) -: 

a-peu-pres dix a douze mille, apait regu. ^ordt^e^£^M^ 
cmquerir Romey et aVait repondu graYement ^H aUaU 



I 



(39) " II s'agiffait dans cette expedition de La Clos^ 
I (qui venait d*etre nomme con>mandaht dans rinde) de 
■ s'emparer du pap de Bonne- Efpe ranee et de Ceylon, 

/ po^rMfuitj4 fe joindre a Tipppo Saib, et tomber fur 
leBengak." Memoires de Dunaouriez, torn. i. p. 105, 

(40) " Ebui^ fortner des homrn^?, um grand^. natimy 
|l' fautde v^ftesideeSy de grands pbjets^ UB but fubIi^l€^ 
^ttdifiieile/' .. A fes^Commetans, p. j6. 

- ■' _ ' ; -To 
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The rage of iponqueft, which Climated 
^b^ republican rulers of regenerated France, 
"li^as diftinguifhcd likewifd as much bj' its 
kind^s hj its magnitude. The zeal of coa* 
verting all mankind to their political and 
ilippoied phiIofo|)hic creed, which, inminds / 
deftitute of religion, ca^ operate as fervently / ^ 
as religious zeal in die mpft determined bigot, i 
excited an enthufiafm, of which modern 
ages furnifli no example, and which can only 
be compared with that of the followers of 
Moiiarnined in the feventh cen^^ Conlci- i 
. pus too, like thefe, of their military prowefs, 
and of their ability to propagate their doc- 
trines by the fword, they had recourfe to the , 
jneailires which had been applied by the Sa- 
racens, and determined to impofe the fyf- 
tem, adopted by themfelves, on a conquered 
world^ They formed accordingly the refp- 
lution '^ of breaking vsrith all the cabinets, 
f f of fetting all Europe at defiance, of fetting 
N4 ^' the 
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Jf thejfour comers ©£ Europe on fire.!' (4l) 
And> in the heat of their enthufiafm, they 

^ (41) Thefe expreffiohs, which were vauhtirigly ufed 
by tWe Freinch rulers themfelves, have -been qubted in 
the original Gh. vii. Nptes 14, 15, 16. The. Well- 
known Camille Jourdan, likewife, in his addrefs, a fes 
Comtnettans, which was written in OSbber, 1797, has 
made, p. 88, the following' remarkable confeffion ; 
I 1*^ Quel fut legrand^r/«r//'^ delaguerrpj le grand ob- 
; ftacle a lapaixP Ne fut-il pas dans ^nos doftrines revo- 
lutiormaircs, dans cet infenfe projet de renverjer tons les 
trones^ de houleverfer tons les empires /*" Yet a celebrated 
/l^ oppofition writer, fpeaking of the 24th of January, 

J 793, fays : ** Before this timey France was undoubtedly 
folicitous for peace, — The .arguments, by vvhich he en- 
deavours, in defiance of the French rulers themfelves, • 
to fupport this notion, are founded, partly on the fine 
and pathetic exprefEons which were ufed in the note 
of the French Executive Council of the 7 th of January, 
1793, and partly on the propofal which had b"^n 
made by Mr. Chauvelin to the Britifti Cabinet as long 
ago as June, 1792, to a£i: as mediator between France 
and Auttria. Now of thofe^«^ and pathetic expreJfiQns 
enougli has been already faid in the preceding chapter, 
to place their falfiiy in the cleareft point of view. And 
of the mediation which was propofed before the depo- 

, fuion 
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xvereib confident of fuccefs, that, in the de- 
cree of the 15th of December, the^ pro- 

fition of Louis XVI., and in his name, it has been 
Ihewn in the feventh chapter, that if it be regarded as 
a requeft of the National Aflembly, it affords a proof of 
the blacked hypocrify. But even had it been true, that 
the republican riilers of France wilhed for peace in 
June, 1792, it would furely be very abfurd to con- 
clude, therefore, that they entertained itie fame fehti- 
ments fix months afterwards, when they were become 
all-potent conquerors. To corroborate his opinion, 
the lame writer fays further, that the National Con- 
vention, at leaft before the meeting of Parliament, on 
the 13th of December, could have done nothing which 
even the Britiih Cabinet confidered as aground of war, 
becaufe war was not propofed in his Majefty's fpeech. 
Now, from the circumftance that war was not pro- 
pofed in his Majefty's fpeech, we may conclude that it 
was the intention of the Cabinet to adl only on the 
defenfive : but to infer, that, becaufe it did not inftantly 
commence hoftilities, there was no reafon to fufpefl: an 
aggreflion on the part of France, is the very fummit of 
fophiftry. We may juftly wonder, therefore, that a 
pamphlet, containing ///r/? arguments, could meet in 
Great Britain with fo rapid a fale, and make fuch an 
impreflion on a nation, which reafons in general on po- 
litical fubjefls more juflly than any nation in Europe. 

. In 
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claimed to the tviidle world their fyftei^ of 
vniverfal revolution/ 

The motives which induced the rulers of 
republican France to attempt the deftn^dion 
0f all kingly governments, affected the king- 
dom of Gr^sat Britain in aEj; equal degree 
with any other kingdom in Europe: for 
kings of every defcription> whethejf abfolutc 
or liniited, (42) were cpnfidered by thofe 
political zeklots as monilers which it was 
necefiary to extirpate* And nothing vvas at 
that time more common in the National 
Convention, than to declaiim on the flayer^ 
ef Britons, and the benefits to be conferred 
on tliem by the communication of FrencI^ 
freedoni. But, befide the general motive^ 

In faS, it affords a confirmation of that mekocholy 
truth, that even men of fenfe may be deceived by the 
fndft futile reafoning, when that futile rcafojQing is 
veiled in eloquent and fpirited language. 



(4a) See Note 17 to this chapter. 



in 
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In which Great Britain Wai included, p&r£^ 
€uJar tczfons induced the French^^tukrs, raft 
the clofe of the year J792, to a war wi^ 
dieir ancient riyaL In the firft place> the 
internal fermentation at that time, which 
they themfelyes affifted to the utmoft of 
their power, the numerous addreffes froni 
feditious focieties, and the civic feafts whichv 
were held jbefore their own eyes in Paris,^ 
(43) led them to believe, that the infurrec^ 
tion, which they expe^ed in all countries, 
would break out in Britaiuv Secondly, the* 
iiumber of ihips of war, which France had 
a<£luaj;ly iri commiffion, was fuperior to the 
pumber of thofe which were ordered to be 
commiffioned in the Britifh ports : and it 
waf imagined, that republican enthufiafiii 
would fo animate the French failors on the 
one hand, and that di-iafFed:ion would fo pre- 

(43) An example of this kind has been quoted in the 
preceding chapter. Note 76. 

vail 
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vail among the Britifh failors on the other^ 
that the former would gain an eafy vid:or)r. 
Thirdly, the land forces in England, if we 
except the rnilitia, for which it was fuppofcd 
the expelled infurre<3:ion would furnifti iiif- 
ilScient employment, did not amount at that 
tinie to twenty thoufand men : and from 
the immenfe army then in the pay of France;, 
twice or thrice that number could be ipared^, 
which, if once conduced acrofs the Chan-« 
nel, a matter fiippofed in France to .be very 
feafible^ (44) might, perhaps, under the pe- 
culiar circumftances. of the time, have fuc- 
ceeded in the attempt to overturn the go-^ 
Vernment, the conftitution, and the power 
of Great Britain. Laftly, till the empire of 
the fea was wrefted from Great Britain, it 
was impoffible that the ambition of the 
French rulers Ihould ever be gratified : andy 

(44) See Note 32 to this chapter, and Note 39 to 
chapter xii. 

on 
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on the other hand, it was obvious, that, as 
fbon as the Britifh naval and commercial 
power was transferred to France, the con- 
queft of the Continent would be rendered 
eafy, and that all Europe would foon lie 
proftrate at her feet. 



CHAP 
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CHAP. XV. 

MirentS' of the Ja/i fourteen Days before tht 
lyecJaration of War. Mr. Chauvelins D^- 
mandy on the \ 7th of January ^ to he ac- 
knowledged as Amhaffador of the French 
Mepublic. Anfwer of the Brittjh Govern^ 
menf^ that under the exifling Circumjtances 
it thought proper not to comply ivith the De^ 
mand. Order fent to Mr. Chauvejin, bj 
the French Executive Council^ to return ta 
France, Similar , but later, Order on the Fart 
of the BritiJIt Government : with the Motives 
thereto. Copies of the Papers relative to the 
late Negotiation laid before the States Ge- 
neral by Lord Auckland, the BritiJIt Ambaf 
fador at the Hague, voho accompanied them 
with a Memorial on the Condu£l pf the . 
French Rulers. Mejpige from his Majejly 

to 
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id the two Hotifes of Parliament. Apparent 
Preparations for a new Negotiation made by 
General Dumourlez. De Mauldes Journey 
to the Hague, topropofe a Confer ence hetxveen. 
Lord Auckland and General Dumourlez on 
the Frontiers of Holland. Mr. Marefs De-- 
parture from Paris , on the ^Qth of January ^ 
for London, where h^ remained eight Days ; 
hut, for want of InJlruSilons from the French 
FiXecutlve Council y again produced no FjfeSi. 
Departure of Dumourlez from Paris on the 
fame Day, to hold the propofed Conference 
with Lord Auckland, to which the Brltljh 
Government had cmfented, htit xvhlch did 
not take Place, hecaufe the National Conven^ 
ilon refufed to await the Ifflie of It, and de^ 
dared War agalnfi Great Britain and Hol- 
land on the \Ji of February. 

^TT^HE hiftory of the politicks of Great 

Britain and France has been already 

lw:otj|ht down to the middle of Janiiary, 

1793, 
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1793, and the relative conduifl of the two 
powers^ from the time of the conference at 
Pillnitz, has not only been clearly reprefented, 
but the reprefentation has been every where, 
iupported by unanfwerable documents, (it 
has been proved, on the one hand, that the 
Britifli Cabinet was fo far from acceding to 
a coalition againft France, that it had afted 
toward that country according to the rules 
of the moft ftrid: neutrality, and even with 
the utmoft friendftiip. (1) On the other 
hand it has been Ihewn, that the French Go- 
vernment repaid this friendfhip with the 
blackeft ingratitude, that it endeavoured to 
excite an infurreclion in Great Britain, with 
a view of dellroying, not only our conftitu- 
tion, but our exiftence as an independent 

■(i) It was impoffible for one government to (hew a 
ftronger prbof of friendfhip for another, than the firm 
refufal of the Britiih Cabinet, till war had been de- 
clared, to accept the offers made by the French planters 
in St. Domipgo to furrender that valuable cdbny to 
Great Britain. See the latter part of Ch* ii. 

nation, 
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nation, and that> while the fccret machina- 
tions were condu^fted with dl the arts of 
lyftematic deception, a formidable arma-^ 
ment was prepared in France itfelf It has 
been further Ihewn, that the meafures adopt- 
ed by the Britifh Government were merdy 
tneafures of felf-defence, that they were jiiot 
taken till after the French Convention had 
openly avowed its dcfign of overtiirning the 
Britifli Conftitution, (2) and that the naval 
preparations in the ports of Britain were not 
lefs than three months pofterior to the naval 
preparations in the ports of France. (3) We 
have feen, like wife, that, when the relative 
condudl of the two countries became a fub- 
je<9: of negotiation, and the Britilh Cabinet 
infilled on conditions, which alone could in- 
fure the fafety of Britain, the French Go- 
vernment not only refufed to comply widi 
thofe conditions, but declared, at the iame 

(2) See Ch. x.Note 24* 

{3) See Gh. x. Note 5, Arid Ch. xi. Note 44* 

VoL^ IL O time^ 
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time, in the moft pofitive manner, that if, 
notwithftanding this refufal, the preparations 
in the Britifli port3 were continued, it was 
determined to commence hoftiUties. Laftly, 
it has been proved, in the preceding chapter, 
that the French rulers, whofe meafures, 
during more than two months, had uni- 
formly tended to a war with England, came 
to a final fefblution on the fubjed, at leaft 
before the middle of January, 1793: and 
the various motives which induced them to 
it^ motives which operated before the period 
in queftion, have been fully affigned* As 
the fate of the two countries, therefore, was 
now determined, the events of the laft four- 
teen days, before the public declaration of 
hoftiUties, which took place on the ift of 
February, cannot poffibly be reckoned among 
the caufes of the war. The real Caufes had 
already produced their full efFeil ; and the 
events which followed could ferve only as 
pretexts, or as fophiftical arguments to pal- 
liate 
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Hate an ad: of injuftice, to which they gave 
not birth.y In a review, then, of the caufe^ 
of the war, they might be iafely pafled over 
in filence : but, fince whatever concerns the 
relative condu<ft of Great Britain and France 
till the public declaration of war againft the 
former, belongs to the prefent hiftory, it will 
be neceflary to relate the events of the laft 
fourteen days with the fame exadlnefs as the 
preceding. 

On the 17th of January, 1793, though 
the queftion of war or peace was fully de- 
termined, and the refidence, therefore, of a 
French Minifter in London was become 
wholly ufelefs, Mr. Chauvelin, by order of 
the Executive Council, demanded, that the 
Court of Great Britain fliould formally re- 
ceive him as the accredited Ambaflador of 
the French republic. (4) Never, perhaps, 

(4) That Mr Chauvelin's letter to Lord Grenville, 
in ivhich this demand was made, was dated the 17th of 

O 2 January, 
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tP^as a fawtir demanded by one goyernment 
of another at a more unfeafonable period 
than this : for a favour undoubtedly it would 
have been, if Great Britain, which no power 
could have forced to a compliance, had given 
fo early an example of a formal acknow- 
ledgment of the new republic. To hav^ 
acquired a claim to fuch an expreffion of 
friendfiiip, this republic fliould have itfelf 
adled with friendfliip toward Great Britain^ 
flibuld hi^i? refted fatisfied with the revolu- 
tion which had been effeifted at home, and 
iPlould not have attempted to diflurb the 
tranquillity of its neighbours. If the French 
tcpubiic had really afted in this manner, 
and, inftead of endeavouring to overturn all 
the kingdoms of Europe, had behaved with 
becoming moderation, it is not improbable 

Januaiy, ^pp^ars from Lord Grienvillc's lanlFwer, which 
begins thus, " I have received your letter of the 17 th 
ihftaiit." But I have not been a:ble to find it in the 
, iilonkcur, nor in tt^e New Annual Regiftcr. 
^' ■ - ' that 
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that the Britiflx Government would have 
acknowledged the French republic. If no% 
in January, 17Q3, at leaft as foon as it was 
fettled on fo firm a bafis as to promife dwa* 
bility to any engagement with it. (5) It is 

(S) As the^ republic of France a&ed with avowed 
hoftility toward the>fcingddm of Great Britain, and thus 
forfeited all pretenfio^s to a formal recognition on the 
part of the Britift Government, it is, in faQ, unneceC- 
fary to inquire whether the latter would have acknow- 
ledged the French republic in the year 1793, pro- 
vided this republic had a^ed with friendftip toward 
Great Britain and its allies, and had renounced all views 
of conqueft and aggrandizement. No one, however, 
can affert that the Britifli Government, in that cafe, 
would have refufed: and the expreffion ufed by Mr* 
Pitt to Mr. Matet, « that it would give him great 
pleafure to treat with him, as a canfiential ferfon of the 
French Executive Council^'' (Ch. xiii. p. 22.) and the af- 
furance given by Lord Grenville to Mr. Chauvelin, 
<< that outward formi would he no hinderance to his Bri^ 
tannic Majefty^ whenever the quefiion related to exflan4^ 
tionSf which might be faiisfcUfory and admantageous tB 
both parties f' fib. p. 4) lead rather to the conclufioiit 
that if fatisfaSory explanations had been really givea 
by the rulers of the French Republic, the Britilh Go- 
O 3 vernraent 
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true, that in a political light the Britifti Mi- 
nifters, if they had had the choice, muft ne- 
ceffarily have preferred the continuance of a 
monarchical government in France to the 
eftablilhment of a republic, not only becaufe 
great republics, like that of France, are na- 
turally inclined to be both reftlefs in them- 
felves, and to diliurb the peace of their 
neighbours, (6) but becaufe the ambition of 

vernment would not have rcfufed to acknowledge it. 
But without fuch fatisfaQory explanations, no ac- 
knowledgment of this kind could at that time be ex- 
pefted. 

(6) It was a ftrange notion entertained by many in 
the year 1792, that the converfion of France into a re- 
public would fecure the tranquillity of Europe, though 
the notion is contradifled by the experience of all ages. * 
We need only appeal to the Roman and Carthaginian 
republics, which difpUyed a greater third of conqueft 
and aggrandizement, than perhaps any monarchy ever 
did. The inftances which have been alleged of the 
Republics of Holland and Switzerland, are foreign to 
the purpofe. For, in the firft place, they were merely 
federate republics, formed, therefore, only for felf-de-. 

fencci 
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the new rulers of that country, aided by the 
energy with which the revolution infpired 
the French in general, who fondly imagined 
they were fighting for the eftablifhment of 
their political liberty, (7) unavoidably ren- 
dered France a much more dangerous neigh- 
bour to England, than it had ever been iin- 

fence, whereas the republic eftablifhed in France was 
one and indivifible, formed, therefore, for aggreffion : 
and, in the next place, they were furrounded with 
neighbours more powerful than themfelves, whereas the 
very reverfe took place in regard to France. 

(7) The inhabitants of France, however, have fincc 
difcovered, that they have been fighting for no other 
purpofe than to eftablifh the power of a new fet of go- 
vernors, whofe tyranny is infupportable : and that their 
efforts have produced no other eiFe£t than the exchange 
of a virtuous fovereign, who loved his fubjeds, for 
defpots, who treat them as Haves. The enthufiafm, 
therefore, of the French armies, unlefs the fertility of 
invention, which is charafteriftic of the French rulers, 
furniflies new means of inflaming it, will hardly be 
equal in future to that which was difplayed at tl^e 
cpmmencement of the war. 

O 4 dcr 
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der it§ ancient government. And his Ma- 
jefty in particular^ as etery nian ifi his fitua- 
f ion -would have done, neceflarily felt a cer- 
tain degree of indignation at the depofitton 
and condemnation of an innocent Ibvereigrl, 
But neither thofe political reafons, nor this 
perfonal indignation, would have occafloned 
a declaration of war on the part of Great 
Britaiil ; of Wir> Ivhich arofe from totally 
different caufes, as has been fully proved m 
the preceding chapter, and was not only de-« 
clared, b^t^r^^Wi^^^, by the rulers of France, 
Befides, had the Britilh Minifliry, as their ad- 
verfaries contend, refolved on a war with 
France, merely hecaufe France was become 
a rep\iblic^ (8) they Would not have entereci 

(8) When a certain bppofition writer, in ordct ta 
extort a confeflion from Goverriment itfelf, that th^^ 
tirarwasits own #brfe, and that too, becauft Frahcd 
ip^as become a Republic, fquotes a pjaflkge ftbih his 
Majefty*s fpeechbf the 2ift of Jannary, 1794, and hdt 
only fuppreffes the words *^ an attack was maiie sh ia 
m4 our allUh'' feut even ittterpolkt^s th^ Verb " thop^ 
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into a negotiation ^ith the agents of that 
republic, and ftill lefe would they have pro- 
pofed conditions uiuier which they were 
ready to remain in peace with it. They de- 
manded not that the republic fhould ceafe, 
but merely that it Ihould condud itfelf with 
moderation and friendlhip : and, from the 
very firft eftablifliment of it, had armed nei- 
ther by land nor by fea, till Great Britain it* 
felf was threatened with deftruftion. When 
thte Britilh Ambaflador departed from Paris 
after the depofition of the King of France, 
in Auguft 1 792, he was particularly charged 
to declare, that his Britannic Majefty meant 
to obferve the principles of neutrality in 
every thing which regarded the arrangement 
^f the internal government of France : and Lc 

pfir fo as to giV€ th€ whole paflage a difFerent fenfc, 
we can hardly afcribe his condu£l to mere ignorance. 
But .as it has been already very juftly cxpofed by a fen- 
fiblc and well-informed opponent, it is unneccflary to 
take further notice of it. 

Brun 
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Brun was fo fatisfied with the declaration^ 
that he faid a few days afterwards, in his re- 
port to the National Affembly, the Britilh 
Ambaflador had left a fatisfa6lory teftimony 
of thefenUments of his Court, (g) On the 
18th of December Mr. Miles, in a letter to 
Le Brun, again reminded the French Mini- 
fter, that the Britifli Cabinet was determined 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of 
France, and, fpeaking of Mr. Pitt in parti- 
cular, he faid, *^ I dare refer you to all the 
" public and avowed declarations of the 
*^ Englifh Minifter, to convince you that^ 
*^ from the beginning of the revolution, he 
" has made it a point not to meddle with 
^' the internal affairs of your government ; 
" that he has always rejected with frmnefs 
" every propofal made to him for attacking the 
. " Frenchf{\0) and always refufed to he con^ 

(9) See Ch. ix. Notes I— 12. 

(10) That the Britifli Cabinet pofitively refufed to 
join a coalition againfl France in 1791, appears from 

Ch. 
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'' earned in any proje6l for a counter-revolution. 
*^ As he has made it his duty not to meddle 
*^ with your affairs, fo he has made it his 
** glory to remain attached to his own wife 
^' and equitable principles." (l 1 ) The fame 
iyftem of neutrality, and the determination, 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of 
France, prevented, like wife, the Englifti from 
interceding in behalf of Louis XVI. though 
the fate, which awaited him, could not pof- 
fibly be a matter of indifference to them^ 
either in a moral or in apolitical view. (l 2) 

Ch. i. Note 2 : and that the fame propofal was re- 
newed by various courts of Europe during the fummer 
of 1792, but that the Britifti Cabinet uniformiy an- 
fwered in the negative, was aflerted by Mr. Duqdas, 
in his fpeech in the Houfe of Commons on the 14th of 
December, 1792. ' 

(11} Authentic Correfpgndence, Appendix, p. 80- 

(12) Even if the Briiifh Government had interceded 
in behalf of Louis XVI. it is certain, that the intercef- 
fion . would not have produced the defired cffeS : it 

would 
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Lord Grenville, likewife, in his note to 
Mr. Chauvelin of the 3lft of December/ 

would only have given rife to complaints of an officious 
and unwarranted interference, and thus have furni(hed 
the National Convention with an additional pretext 
for colouring the aggrcffion, on which it had already 
refolved. Fox Danton faid in the Convention, on the 
i6th of January, 1793, of the interceflion attempted by 
the King of Spain, and which ended, as every man ac^ 
guaint«l with the declarations of the French rulers (fee 
Ch. vii. xiv,) expeded, " Quant aTEfpagne, je Tavouerai 
je fills etonne de Vaudace d'une puiflance, qui ne craint 
pas de pretendre a exercer Jon influence fur voire dilibera^ 
tim. Si tout le monde etait de mon avis, on voterait a 
rinftant,/>5«r celafeul^lsi guerrea TEfpagne," Moniteur, 
21 Janv* 1793* Even the more tnoderate Vergniaud 
faid, on the 31ft of December, " J'aime trop lagloire 
de mon pays, pourpropofer a la Convention, de Xe laiffer 
ifl0u€noer dans uoe occafion auffi &lemnelle pi^r la con- 
fideratiofl dece que feront ou4eferont pas lies puif- 
fances etrangeres." Moniteur, 2 Janv. 1793. And 
Briffbt, on the 19th of January, faid of England in 
particular, " Je m'indignerais fans doute, de mir qu'on 
^pargnat k Rai, pour arret er la flotte Anglaif.^^ Moni- 
t^Ar, 24 J^iv. 1793. This'iiote may ferve, therefore, 
t© J4jftify the condudlof the Britifli Government, not 
only with the ftieuds of JLouis XVI. who might other- 
wife 
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left the queftion, whether the Britilh Cabi- 
net Would acknowledge the French repnb- j 
lie, wholly undetermined, and faid, that, 
when it came to a decifion, " the King 
*^ would have the right to decide according 
*' to the interefts of his iiibjefts, his own \ 
^^ dignity, and the regard which he owed to 
** his allies, and to the general iyftem of Eu- 
** rope." ( 13) That his Britannic Majefty 

wife imagine, that its interceffion might have been of J 
fervice, but, liTcewife, with the friends of the oppofitc 

party^ fome of whom, with a ftrange inconfiftency, i 

have, like wife, cenfured the negledl of interceffion, i 

Perhaps, however, no argument will fatisfy the latter, '\ 

fince their paffion for finding fault with the Britifli Mi- ] 

nlftry carries them fo far, as to condemn a conduft, ,\ 
fvhich, on their part, at leaft deferves commendation. 

(13) The words of the original are, " La propofi- ! 

tion de recevoir un miniftre accredite de la part dc 1 

quelque autre autorite ou pouvoir en France ferait I 

une queftion nouvelle, laquelle, au moment ou* ellc | 

fe prcfenterait, fa Majefte aurait le droit de deci- | 
der d'apres les interets de ks fujets, fa propre dignit6, 
ct les egards qu'elle doit a fes allies, ainfi qu^au fyftemc 

general de TEurope*" Moniteur, 14 Janv. 1793. j 

poffeffed I 

. , I 
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pofl^ffed this right, there can be no doubt : 
and it is equally clear^ that a republic, which 
threatened deftrudion to Europe in general, 
and to Great Britain in partiqular^. had no 
right to exped: to be formally acknowledged. 
For, it would be the height of folly to con- 
tribute voluntarily to the energy of a power, 
which had already declared itfelf hoililc ; it 
would be madnefs for a man to ftrengthen 
wantonly the arm which was raifed to de- 
flroy him. But it has been proved, that the 
republic of France had determined to anni- 
hilate the kingdom of Great Britain, and 
that the queftion of war or peace was fully 
determined before the middle of January, 
The other queftion, therefore, whether the 
French republic Ihould be acknowledged by 
Great Britain, or not, which, on the Sjfl: of 
^December, had been left undetermined, and 
iiibordinate to the iffue of the negotiation, 
was, on the 20th of January, after the ne- 
gotiation was ended, and the deiigns of the 

French 
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French Government had been fully con- 
firmed, neceflariiy anlwered in the negative. 
Indeed, under the exiftmg circumjiancesy an af- 
firmative anfwer would have been abfurd : 
and, therefore, Lord Grenville, in his note 
to Mr. (phauvelin of the 20th of January, 
iaid,(l4) r* I have already apprized you,(l 5) 
'^ that his Majefty has referved to himfelf 
^^ the right of deciding, according to his 
^^ judgment, upon the two queftions of ac- 
'^ knowkdging a new form of government in 
^^ France, and of receiving a Minifter, accre- 
^^ dited on the part of Ibme other authority 
^' in France, than that of his Moft Chriftian 
/' Majefty. In anfwer to the demand you 

(14) The original French note is not printed in the 
Moniteur : but the Englifli tranflation, which was laid 
before the twd Houfes of Parliament, on the 28th of 
January, 1793, and is therefore as good authority as the 
original itfelf, is printed in the New Annual Regifter 
for 1793, Public Papers, p. 75. 

(15) Namely, in the note of December 31. 

" now ' 

Hosted by Google 



** now uiak^, -wfeether his Majefty will ^c-* 
** ceive yoTir ne^ letters of credenee, I have 
** to inform you, that. Under the pre/ent cir-^ 
^ cumjiancesy his Maj eUy does mot think pro- 
'** per to receive them/* 

On this rcfufal, the repuMican rulers of 
France had no right to complain ; for not 
only were they confcious, that their -plan of 
revolutionizing all Europe was known to tKe 
Britilh Miniftry, (16) but they had decrlared^ 
on their parts^ five weeks before the period 
in queftion, that they acknowledged no kingfy 

(ii5j Briffot, in his report to the Convention on the 
1 2th of January, fpeaking of the Britifli Minifters, 
faid, " lis prevoyaient que cette republique pbuvait fc 
confolider, et porter le flambeau des revolutions^ en toute 
^'Europe,'' Moniteur, 15 Janv. 1793. As it was 
avowed, then, that the Britifli Minifters forefaw this, 
(and their forefight, at a time when fo many thoufands 
were ftruck with blindnefs, does them great honour) 
it was, undoubtedly, their duty to avoid a ftep which 
would have given additional force to the engine of de« 
ftru^ion. 

govern^ 
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government, {l"!) and, at the fame time, had 
iflued a proclamation, in which they affertedj; 
in unequivocal terms/ that it was their de- 
sign to expel aWKmgs, ( 1 8) If under thefe 
circumftances, if after the defign of over- 
turning the Britifli Conftitution had been 
formally announced in the National Con- 
vention, (xg) if after the King of Great Bri- 
tain had been publickly threatened in the 
iame AlTembly, with the fate which was 

(17) See the Ijitrodq^lion to the decree of Decem- 
ber 15th, quoted in Ch. xii. Note 2. 

(18) lb. Note 22. — From what has been already faid 
in the prefent and two laft chapters, the reader will ea- 
fily determine whether the aflertion be true, that the 
Britlfti Government refufed to receive Mr. Chauvelin's 
new credentials, merely becaufe France was become a 

* republic. It was not the bare exijlence oi that repub- 
lic, but its deftruBive character, which determined the 
condudl of Adminiftration. 

(19) Ch. X. Note 24. 
Vol, 11. P then 
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then impending over theKing of France, (20) 
and after tJre late negotiation had ratified 
I>oth tbefe and numerous other injuries and 
infiilts/if iindery^ri^ cifcumftances/the Bri- 
- tifli GoTernriient had acknowledged the re- 
piihlic of France, its rulers would have af- 
cribed the acknowledgment, not to a deiire 
of preferving peace, but to the dictates of 
fear ; (21 ) and Treilhard would have again 
exclaimed. Another King hi the mimher of the 
vanqutjhed! Kings are here the order of the 
day ! (22)' In i?^, the French rulers them- 
felves could not ferioufly expecl, that the 
republic, which w^as no more dreaded by 
Great Britain at that time, than it is at pre- 
fent, would be acknowledged, under fucli 

(20) Ch» xiv. Note 28.-. 

(21) We have already feen (Ch* xiiU p. 11.) ia 
%vhat manner Le Brun interpreted. Mr. Pitt's willing- 
nefs to confer with Mr. Maret. 



(22) See Gh. xiv. Note 17. 



circum- 
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circumftances, by the Britifli Cabinet Un- 
lefs, therefore, they had been deiirous of 
leeking pretexts for a quarrel, they would 
not have then propofed the queftion, but 
w^ould have left the decifion to the effects of 
time : and hence we may fafely infer, that 
the demand was made with no other view, 
than on the prefumption that it would be 
anfwered in the negative, to furnifh them- 
felves with at leaft one plaufible argument, 
and thus colour an aggreffion, on which they 
had long refolved. (23) 

The refufal, given by the Britilh Cabinet, 
on the 20th of January, to acknowledge the 
French republic in the perfon of Mr. Chau- 
velin, could hardly have been known many 
hours to t^e Executive Council, before they 

(23) Mr. Chauvelin made nofecret of declaring, that 
if he was not received at St. James's, // would he the 
height of his amhltionto leave this country with a declaration 
of war. See the Authentic Correfpondence, p. 84. 

P2 fent 
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fent him an order to return to France : for 
( Dumouriez, in a letter to Miranda, dated 
Paris, 23d January, fpeaks of the order for 
Chauvelin's recall, as already given. (24)) 
Dumouriez^ indeed, fays nothing in this let- 
ter of the above-mentioned refufal of the 
Britiih Government, and affigns another mo- 
tive for the recall of Chauvelin, namely, that 
Dumouriez himfelf intended to go to Eng- 
land, in order to open a new negotiation, (2 5) 
But, [whatever was the motive, which in- 
duced the Executive Council to recall Mr. 
Ghauvelin, the fa£i, that they did recall 
him, though it is not generally known, and, 
moreover, that they figned the order, at the 
lateft, on the twenty'tJiird of January, i^ 

• (24) His own words are : *' On a donni ordre a notre 
AmbaJJadeur Chauvelm de revenirr Gonefpondence d'w 
General Miranda, p. 1.5. 

(25) Of this defign, which was not put in execution^ 
more will be faid in the latter part of this chapter. 

proved, 
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proved, beyond contradiftion, by Dumou- 
ricz's letter of that day to Miranda, / 



On the twenty -fourth of January, though 
the order, which had been given by the Exe- 
cutive Council, could not have been known 
in London, a limllar order was fent to Mr. 
Chauvelin by the Britifli Government. To 
this measure the Britifh Government was 
indi^ced by various and weighty motives. In 
the firft place, after the negotiation was at 
an end, and the queftion of war or peace 
w^as finally decided, Mr. Chauvelin's refi- 
dence in London could be of no furthe* life. 
This was virtually admitted by the French 
Government itfelf, in having already or- 
dered Mr. Chauvelin to return. (20) It is, 

(26) If it be obje<9:ed, that, according to Dumou- 
riez's letter to Miranda, though Chauvelin was recall- 
ed, a new negotiation was intended to be conduded by 
Dumouriez, it may be replied, that the French Execu- 
tjye Council was fo far from taking any part in the new 

P 3 negotiation. 
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likewife, the ufual pradice with all Govern- 
nients, when a negotiation is ended, and ei^- 
ther a rupture, or the continuance of hoftili- 
ties is already fettled, to order the Minifter 
of the hoftile power to depart from its terri- 
( tories, becaufe his further refidence Would 
'enable him to furnilh his own court with 
information, which muft be detrimental to 
the other power. But, befide this general 
motive, there exifted a very particular rea- 
\ fon for difmiffing Mr. Chauvelin, as foon as 
all hopes of a reconciliation were at an end : 
for his perfonal condud was of fuch a kind, 
that no Government, under any circum* 
ilances, and much lefs in fuch a general fer- 
ment as then prevailed in pngland, could 
have fufFered his refidence, without expofmg 
itfelf to imminent danger. Every one muft 
^dmit, that it is the duty of a foreign am- 

liegotiation, that they took every poffible meafure to 
counteraa it, in which they fully fucceeded, as will ap-r 

pear in the fequel« 

baffadof 
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baflador to confine his political comjaiimica- 
tions to the court to which he is accredited, 
and that it is an infult, as well a3 an ixyury, 
to that court, if he forms political connec- 
tions with perfons who ad; in oppofition to 
it. It is true, that an Oppofition party i^ 
England, if it conducts itfelf with modera- 
tion and dignity, and, letting afide all chi* y \y 
cane and fbphiftry, examines with candour / 
the meafures of Minifters, is not only en* 
titled to refpecl, but is a real benefit to the J- 
nation. Yet, even to fuch ^.n Oppofition 
party, no foreign Minifter has a right to at- 
tach himfelf, and to make the members of it 
his confidential friends on poUfical {vlby^&^, 
fiince, by virtue of his office, he muft confer 
on mattetb of ftate w,ith^ Minifters, and Mi- 
nifters alone. (But Mr. Ghauvelin, foon after 
his arrival in the fpriiig of the year 1 7Qhiy 
formed a clofe alliance with the members of 
Oppofition, and the longer he ftaid, the 

P4 more 
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mote clofe was the eonne<3:ion. His inti- 
macy with the Oppofition party appears 
from his own letter of the 1 7th of July : (27) 
and when he was recalled by the Executive 
Council, at the end of Auguft, he obtained a, 
revocation of the order, by ufing the follow- 
ing argument : ^^ that though he was not well 
^^ with the Engllfk Mini/ier^ yet he was per-'- 
^' feSlly fo With Mr. Fox and Jo me other mem^^ 
'^ hers of Oppojittoriy and that it would not he 
^^ prudent in France to lofe the fruit of his la- 
** hours with thefe gentlemen^ and their fuhfe^ 
^^ qtient fervices, for a vain form of diplomatic 
*^ etiquette'\2S) And, before the negotiation^ 
commenced, which has been defcribed in the 

(27) In this letter he faid : " D'apres tous les ren- 
fcignemens que je me fuis empreffe de prendre dcs le 
premier moipent que j'eii ai cu connaiffance, j'ai par^ 
t^ge a ce fujet, et partag^ encore, la fecurite 4e tous les 
Anglais, meme les plus jaloux du gouvernemenU See Ch^ 
viii. Note 3. 

{28) Authentic Correfpondence;! Appendix, p. 83. 

thirteenth 
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thirteenth chapter, he went fo far as to com- 
municate his lecret inftrudlions, (in which 
was pofitively ftated, that the Scheldt would 
not be given up, and yet that an acknow- 
ledgment of the French republic Ihould be 
demanded) to an intimate friend of Mr, ^^ f£t.^ 
Fox. (29)) /fe^€^/>- 

A conduft like this, even in times of 
perfedl tranquillity, would have excited 
the fufpicion, that it was Mr. Chauvelin's 
intention, not to preferve peace, but, by 
fecret cabals, to do injury to Government 
At a period then, when London was over- 
run with French apoftles of rebellion, when 
the difafFeded party in England fpake loud- 
ly and vehemently againftthe Government, 
when feditious focieties publicly proclaimed 
their defign of eftablilhing a Britilh National 
Convention, and this delign was as publickly 

(2^) Authentic Gorxefpondence, p. 84* 

encouraged 
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encouraged by the Conventioii of France, . 
Mr. Chauvelin's union with men who aded 
in oppofition to .Goyernment, whether the 
objed: of thofe gentlemen, coniidered by it- 
felfj, were reprehenfible or not, afforded an 
unequi vocal proof, that Mr. Chmivelins oh-^ 
jed; was to encourage the infurredlion, which 
was confidently expelled by his employers. 
Nor did his employers make it a fecret, that 
they regarded him as an inftrurhent of fedi- 
tion : for they eommiffioned him, jBrft, '^ to 
embrace every opportunity of affuring the 
Eiigliih natiouy that, notwithftanding the ill 
humour of its government y the French defired 
nothing more ardently than to merit its (the 
Englifli nation's) efteem ; (.3o) and, fecondly, 
to threaten the Britifli- Government with^;? 
appeal to tJie people, (3l) 

(30) See Ch. xii. Note 27. 

(31) lb. Notes 25. 32. Sjee al|a Ch. xiii. Notes 

' N0W5 
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Now, when Minifters have condefcended 
to negotiate with a man of this defcrip- 
tion, (32) and have patiently bom with his 
infulting language, till the negotiation was 
brought to a crifis, and till it had ceafed to 
be in their power to prevent a rupture^ they 
are fo far from deferving cenfure for then 
difmiffing the negotiator, that we fliouldra^ 
ther commend their moderation, in having 

(32) Even without any regard to theperfonal charac* 
ter of Mr. Chauvelin, it was only ihedefire of leaving 
nothing untried, which might prevent a rupture, that 
could have induced Minifters to commence a negotia- 
tion at all with the French rulers, as it was not to be 
expedited, that any Convention, made with fo flu£luat- 
ing an Adminiftration, would produce a lading efFeft. 
Befides, as there was not only a continual ftruggle be- 
tween the ruling parties, but each party, when fallen, 
was branded with the appellation of a fadion, the BrU 
li(h Government, by negotiating with the rulers of the 
day, expofed itfelf to the danger of being accufed by 
the next ruling party of having treated with fa£lion« 
ifts. To all thefe inconveniencies the Britiih Govern- 
ment fubmitted, at the end of the year 1792, when 
Gceat Bf itain was threatened with an attack, in order, 

if 
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fuffered him to ftay fo long. (33) If a Bri- 
tifli Ambaflador had condud:ed himfelf in 
Paris, as Mr. Chauvelin conduced him- 
felf in London, the French Government 
"would certainly not have awaited the iflue 
of the negotiation, but wonld either have 
anfwered his very firft note with an order to 
quit the territories of the republic, or, fince 
the perfons of foreign Ambafladors are no 
more refpefted by the modern rulers of 

if poflible, to prevent it. But, on the 20th of January, 
1793, it was clear, that its efforts were, and muft be, 
fruitlefs. 

(33) Yet it has been faid j that the difmiffion of 
Mr. Chauvelin fliut the door to all negotiation. Now, 
when a negotiation has been kept opep, till the quef- 
tions in difputeTiave been brought to a decifion, as has 
been fully proved in the. thirteenth chapter, that pzrty 
alone can be jnftly faid to have fliut the door to the ne- 
gotiation, which rendered the ifTue of it fruitlefs. But 
we have already feen, that it was the French Executive 
Council, which rendered the negotiation fruitlefs, by 
refufing to accept the conditions propofed by the Bri- 
tjflu Goverpmgnt^ ^Pdidc^. if an order fent to Mr. 

Whauvelin 
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France, than by the Dey of Algiers, (34) 
they would have arrefted him, a^ an exciter 
of ledition, and have fearched his papers. In 
faift, any government whatfoever, which was 
not anxious to leave nothing unattempted, 
that might avert hostilities, would have re- 
fused Mr. Chauvelin, w^ho was much more 
an ' apoftle of rebellion than a minifter of 
peace, to remain, after he had threatened an 
appeal to the people in his note of the 27th 
of December. How much more then was 
it allowable, to difmifs him on the 24th of 
January, when all means of reconciliation 
had been exhaufted, and the fixed determi- 
riation of his employers, to attack Great Bri- 
tain at all events, had been fully proved? 

Chauvelin to return to France be called fliutting the 
door to the negotiation, the charge will again fallen the 
Executive Council, becaufe they ordered Mr. Chauve- 
lin to return, even before the Briiifli Government did. 

(34) Witnefs the imprifonment of the Portuguefe 
Ambaflador in Paris. ,/1^ S^'^ ■S'S' 

Nor 
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Nor eouM it be^ iaid, t^^^ Go- 

vernment diimiffed a French Atnhaffador : 
for Mr-. Chauvelin, cit that tttne^ had no 
claini whatfoever to the title. He had been 
accredited by Louis XVL and, as long as 
the King of France was ftill alive, Mr. 
Chauvelin, by virtue of the credentials which 
the Britiih Government had received, might 
at leaft pretend that he w^as the accredited 
Minifter qf France. But, after the death of 
the King of France, who was executed on 
theSlft of January, thofe credentials had 
cealed to be valid, and Mr. Chauvelin, 
therefore, could be confidered only as a part 
of the general mafs of foreigners refident in 
England. The new letters of credence from 
the Executive Council, which he had offer- 
ed on the 17th of January, had been refufed 
for the reasons already affigned. His for- 
feited diplomatic chara<fter, therefore, was 
not reftored : for, before any individual ac- 
quires the privilege of an Ambaffador, his 

letters 
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I / 

letters of credence muft be firft /accepted by 
the government, to which he is defigned to 
be aceredited,.,(35) Confequently, by the 
death of Ivouis XVI. the fole binderance to 
the difmiffion of Mr. Chauvelin, after the 
negotiation had been ended, was removed : 
and the cogent motives, which induced the 
Britilh Government, at that time> to fend 
away every ftranger, whteh endeavoured to 
excite infurredlion, operated unreftrained. 

Laftly, under the extjiing ctrcumjiances^ after 
it was certain that Great Britain would be 
attacked at all events, the Britilh Govern- 
ment might furely be permitted to expreis 
its indignation at a cruel and wanton execu- 
tion which filled all Europe with horror. It 
was furely allowable to remove, even with 
tokens of difpleafure, the agent of thoie 
who had not only brought their own ioyc- 

(35) The modern rulers of France have, of all men, 
the leaft right to call this pofition in queftion. 
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reign to tKe block^^ but openly threatened his 
JBritannic Majefty with a fimilar fate, {?^^^ 
and Great Britain itfelf with deftrudion- 
It was allowable, not indeed to engage in a 
war with France, merely becaiife the French 
had executed their king, (37) but certainly 
to cenfure the cruelty of his judges, when 
thofe very judges were determined to engage 
in a war with Britain. And it was not only 
allowable, but even neceflary, to render po- 
pular a war which could no longer be avoid- , 
ed, to place the actions of the French rulers 
in the light w^liich they deferved, to contri- 
bute to the indignation w^hich was generally 
excited by their cruel condu<ft, and, by di- 
reeling the fentiments of Britons to their 
proper channel, roufe them to a vigorous re- 

(36) Ch. xiv. Note 28. 

(37) Of this charge, which has been very falfeljr 
laid to the Britifli Miniftry, the prefent work contains 
a complete refutation, by proving that the French rulers 
not only declared war, but provoked it. 

fiftance 
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fiftance againft an implacable enemy, whic]t 
had refolved " to fet fire to the four corners 
*' of Europe." When, to thefe reafons, we 
add the urgent motives which at that time 
induced the Britilh Government to remove 
every foreigner w^ho a<fted like Mr. Chauve- 
liri, we fhall no longer be furprifed at the fol- 
lowing note which was fent to him by Lord 
Grenville on the 24th of January : '^ I am 
^' charged to notify to you. Sir, that the 
^' character with which you had been in- 
*^ vefted/at this court, and the fundlions of 
^' which have been fo long fufpended, being 
^* how entirely terminated by the fatal death 
^^ of his Moft Chriftian Majefty^ you have 
^^ no longer any public characJlcr here. The 
/^ King can no longer, after fuch an event, 
^^ permit your refidence here. (38) ^ His 
** Majefty has thought fit to order, that you 

(38) It is remarkable that this paflage was omitted 
in that copy of the French original which appeared in 
the Moniteur, 31ft January, 1793, and runs thus : " Je 
fuis charge de vous notifier que le cara<3ere dont vous 
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^' fliouM retire from this kingdom within the 
^' term of eight days ; /aria I herewith tranf- 

avez ete charge aupres du Roi vient d'etre terminc 
par la mort fiinefte'de S. ]Vf, T. C. Sa Majefte jujge a 
p^opos que vbus fortiez du royaume dans Tefpace de 
hult joiifs. Je vous erivoie un pafleport pour vous ct 
votre fuite. Je prendrai toutes les precautions pour que 
vous ehlriez en France avec les egards dus a un Mi- 
niftre qtii ivait ete accredife aupres du Roi parfa Ma- 
jefle tres-chretiehhe." The pafTage, however, which / 
the French rulers thought proper to omit, has, together 
with a fimilar one in his Majefty's meflage to the two 
Houfes of Parliament, beenufed in Great Britain as an 
argument, that Mr. Chauvelin was difmifled merely in 
confequence of the execution of Louis XVI. That 
he was difmifled in confequence of. that event is cer- 
tain: butweihuflnot, therefore, conclude, that hewa* 
difmifled merely in confequence of that event, fince it 
has been (hewn that, independently of that event, therb 
exifted very urgent motives for his difmiflSon, and that 
it was the death of the king of France which removed 
the'only bbftacle to their operation. The execution of 
the King of France, therefore, may in this fenfe be faid 
to have occafiohed the removal of Mr. Chauvelin. 
But even if this argument be deemed inconclufive, and it 
be ftill afferted that Mr. Chauvelin was ordered to leave 
^ngland for no other rcafon, than becaufe the King of 
Brance had been put to death, we can deduce no other 

inference^ 
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*^ mit to yoti a copy df the order which hb 
*' Majefty, in his l^rivy t^oimcil, has given td 
*' this effcd:./I fend you a paffport for yotir- 
*^ fdlf and yourluite: and ^I/fhalllhot fail tO/ 
^< take all the other neceffary fteps, in ordtt 
*' that you m^y return to France with all th^ 
^' attentions which are due to the chara^lcir 
*^ of Minifter Plenipotentiary from his Moj^ 
*' Chriftian Majefty, which you haveeiter* 
" cifed at this court.'*/ After all,ihould thte 
arguments alleged in juftificatioh of the or- 
der, conimunicateii to Mr. Chauvelin cfn th$ 

inference, than that the Britifli Government unnecef* 
y^r//^ furnifbed its enemy with a pretext for declaring 
war; as, on the other hand, if the validity of the above* 
affigned reafons for his difmiflion be admitted, the pre* 
text was not unneceffarily aflForded, to which the Britifli 
Government, in other refpeds, had no great neceffiiy 
for attending; iince they who are refolved on war, as it 
has beea proved that the French rulers were long before 
the 24th of January, are feldom at a lofs for pretence^/ 
^nd in the lift of grievances, with which the declaration 
of war vvas accompanied, the difniiflion of Mr* Chau* 
-Telin really naade only ^/x^ among eighteen* \ 

GL 2 24th 
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24th of January, be thought unfatisfadory^ 
and Ihould any one beftill of opinion, that 
the Britifh Miniftry would have afted more 
pnidfcntly, if they had waited till hoftilities 
had been formally declared, which/ from the 
rcafons aflSgned in the fourteenth chapter, it 
was eafy to forefee would foon take place, 
yet the difmifjion of Mr. ChauTclin can in 
no cafe be numbered among the caiifes of the 
war,becaufe it has been unanfwerably proved> 
that the French rulers had determined on a 
war with England and Holland before that 
event. (39) 

(39) Yet a certain Oppofition writer, in defiance of 
tti documents, has ventured to aflert that, before the 
difmiffion of Mr. Chauvelih, "France was, undoubt- 
edly folicitous for peace,*' whence, in order to thro^ 
the whole blanie of th6 war oh the SritiOi Miniftry, he 
would have his readers conclude that it was that everit 
which/^y? excited the idea of a war with England in 
the rhirids of thofe /df/jffc rtilers of republican France. 
On this fubjeS, however,* I beg leave to refer his 
leaders to the feventh, tenth, twelfth, and fourteenth 
chapters of the prefeiit v/ork^ which relate to a period 

prior 
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On the 25 th of January, copies of all the 
notes; which had been exchanged during the 
late negotiation between Lord Grenville and 
Mr. Chauvelin, w^re laid before the States 
General by Lord Auckland, the Britifli Am- 
baffador at the Hague, as the iflue of it af- 
fe<3:ed Holland in an equal degree with Great 
Britain. It was neceflary to inform the go- 
vernment of that country, which was the 
moft expofed to un attack, that the French 
Executive Council had rejedted the condi- 
tions of peace which had been oiFered by 

prjor to the difmjilion of Mr. Chauvelin. When the 
fame writer fays in ano,ther place, that Mr. Chauvelin 
was difmifled, becaufe Minifters were refolved to ac- 
cept of rto conditions of peace from France, he muft 
hgve forgotten that it was the Britiih Government 
which ^r^^ conditions of peace, and that it was the / ^ 
^rench Government which rejected them. See the lat- 
ter part of Ch. xiii. — It muft be granted, however, that 
the difraiflion of Mr. Chauvelin has found a very pro- 
per place in the pamphlet in queftion, becaufe it is fa 
far from being a viev^ of the caufes of the war, that it 
is literally a view of the prettxU. for it, 

Q 3 the 
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the ^ritifli Government; that it ftill infi^d 
as well on the opening of the Scheldt, as on 
tfe^oecupyijng the A^ftrian Netherlands \f ith 
a* Freifecfe ^rnpiy during it;s own pleafure; and 
that it h^d glv^n, as its ultimatum, the af- 
iur^i^cethat, if the naval preparations in the 
Britiflji j^ortsf were continued, which Great 
Britain had commenced in felf-defence, and 
which;> ^ the propofed conditions, were re- 
jeded^ could not poflibly be ftopped, it vooiicjd, 
prepare far war. (4o) The copies of the pa- 
pers, relative to the negotiation, were acn 
companied, iBcewife, with a note, in which 
Lord Auckland arraigned the condud: of the 
French rulers. He complained that, though 
t^ey affumed the title of philofophers, they 
endeavoured to deftroy the received riotions 
of fubordination, manners, and religion, 
which had hitherto founded the fecurity, the 
happineia, and the confolation of the human 

(40) See the latter part of the note of the Executive 
Councilof Jan. 7. 

race. 
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rac?. tie complained that, though thcl Bri- 
tifli Goveminent, as well as the States Ge- 
neral, had obferved the moft ftrid neutraUty, 
and had carefully avoided all interference in 
the intei-nal affairs of France, the rulers of 
that country endeavoured to excite an infur- 
redion Both in England and in Holland, 
while they were taking every meafurc for an 
invafion with a, French army. But he af- 
fured the States General, that the Britifh 
Government was determined to fupport its 
allies, to fulfil the conditions of the treaty of 
1788, gjcid to protect, to the utmoft of its 
power, the United Provinces from the de- 
predations of France, fie reminded them 
of a fna^U fquadron which had lately failed 
from the Downs to proted the coaft of Zea- 
land, (41) and then declaring the readinefs 

(41) This fmall fquadron confifted of a fliip of 5p 
guns, two frigates of 36 guns, and four veflels of in- 
ferior force, and left the Downs at the beginning of 
January, under thf orders of Commodore Murray. 
0.4 That 
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of the Britifli Cabinet to co-operate with the 
States General in the defence of the United 

That it was defigned merely to a£l on the defenfive, 
was admitted in the Journal de Paris, 12 Jan v. 1793, 
where, after mention had been made of fome Dutch 
ihips, whkh had been ordered to join it, was added, 
<* Cette petite armee navale combinee a le double but, 
de garder la Zelandcj, et de defendre I'ouverture de 
rEfcaut/* That this fmall combined fq^uadron was not 
defigned to aft on the offenfive, appears further from 
the order fent by the States General to the Dutch 
Con^niodore, which in the words of the Moniteur, 
30 Janv, 1793, run thus, " Que dans le cas ou des 
navires fran^ais armees fe prefenteront pour dejcendre 
la riviere, il les latjfe fajjer\ vcm.% en proteftant, que fi 
^uclque navire pretend la monier^ il tache d'abord de Ten 
diffuader avec douceur; que cette voie fe trouvant in- 
fruftueufc, il montre de la ferpaete \ qu^enfin, aii befoin 
il repoujfe la force far la force.'* It was this fmall fqua- 
dron to which Duraouriez alluded in his letter to Mi- 
randa of the loth of January, in which, fpeaking of tjie 
French gun veflels, which had already failed up the 
Scheldt^ and then lay before Antwerp, he gave Miranda 
the following information : *^ Le Miniftre de la Ma- 
rine donne ordre de preparer ^^s fourneaux et des 
g-rils fur chacune des trois chaloupes cannonieres pour 
pouyoir tirer a boulets rouges. Ces trois batiraeijs ti- 
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Provinces, he concluded in the following ^ 
words : ^^ Your High Mightineflcs have ac- 
*^ knowdedged thefe difpbfitions of his Ma- 
^^ jefty in what he lias done already. You 
*^ will not find* them abated in the prepara- 
^* tions that are now making. In confc- 
^' quence of which his Majefty is periuaded 
*^ that he will continue to experience, on the 
'^ part of your High Mightineflcs, a perfeft 
'^ conformity of principles and conduft* 
'^ That conformity can alone give to the 
^^ united efforts of the two countries the ne- 
^^ cefTary energy for their common defence, 
^^ which will alfo oppofe a barrier to the 

rent peu d'ean, et chajjeront facilement ksfrigattesy far la 
fuperiorlte de kur calibre de vingt-quatrey et par leurs bou* 
lets rouges.'^ Correfpondence du General Miranda, 
p. 5. Miranda, however, replied on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary, (lb. p. 8.) that the French gun veffels would 
not be able to beat off the combined fquadron ; and the 
intended attack on Zealand was deferred. The aflit- 
tance, therefore, feat to the Dutch arrived at a very fca- 
fonable jun&ure* 

" evils 
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^* evils with which Europe is threatened/ 
^^ and fecure from every .attempt the fafety, 
'^ tranquillity, and independence of a ftate, 
*^ the happinefs of which is infured by your 
^' High MightinelTes, through the wifdom 
*^ and energy of its government. (42) 

\ (42) Certain Oppofltion writers, who have extolled 
the tcmperatenefs of the langiiage ufed by the French 
rulers toward the Britifli Government, have not only 
feverely cenfured fome expreffions in this note of Lord 
Auckland, but have applied them to palliate^ at lead, if 
B.ot ta juftify, the declaration of hoftilities againft 
Great Britain, More wretched fophiftry, howev^, 
cannot well be devifed : for when the National Con- 
vention declared war on the ift of February, it had no 
knowledge of this note. Confequently, it cannot be 
reckoned even among the pretexts for war, much lefs 
among the caufes of it. That the note was unknown 
to the National Convention, when war was declared 
on the I ft of February, is evident from the circum- 
ftance that no mention whatfoever was made of it, 
either in the debates, or in the lift of grievances. Sec 
the Moniteur, ad and 3d Feb. 1793. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ appear 
in the Moniteur, at that time the official paper of the 
French Government, before the Jixth of February. 
On the other hand, if a copy of it h^d really reached 

Paris 
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Three days after the Brltilh Ambaffador. 
at the Hague had delivered to the States 

Paris before the firft of February, the omiffion of it in 
the lift of grievances will prove that the French ruler^ 
themfelves had no pbjeflions to make it. In either 
cafe, therefore, it cannot be numbered among the pre- 
texts for war. — ^That it contains fome warm expref- . 
fions, which it is prudent to avoid in all diplomatic | 
communications, cannot be denied : but then it mu{l ' 
not be forgotten, that it was delivered to the States Ge- 
neral after the negotiation with France was at an end, 
after war was fully decided, though not openly declared, 
after the Britifh Government had been loaded with a 
feries of injuries and infults, after the moft opprobrious 
language had been ufed by the French rulers, even 
while the negotiation was pending, and laftly, that it 
was drawn up under the imprefljon of the intelligence 
juft arrived at the Kagne of the condemnation of Louis 
XVI. To enable the reader, however, to judge whe- 
ther it contains any thing, which bears the moft diftant 
refemblance to the menacing language, which had been 
already repeatedly ufed by the French rulers, I will 
fubjoin the whole note in the French original, as printed 
in the Moniteur, 6th Feb. 1793. 
Hants et Puiflans Seigneurs, 
Le foufligne Amhafladeur Extraordinaire etPlcnipo- 
Centiaire de S« M. Britannique, s'empreiTe en confe- 

quence 
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(General the papers relati\^e to the late nego- 
tiation, the following meflage was fent from 
his Majefty to the Houfe of Commons : 

quence des ordres expres du Roi, ^e mettre foiis les 
ycux de vos Hautes Puiffances des copies de toutes les 
pieces qui ont ete echangees depuis le ^7 DScembre, 
dernier jufqu'au 20 de ce mois, entre Lord Grenville, 
Secretaire d'Etat de S. M. et M. Chauvelin. Le Roi, 
Hauts et Puiflans Seigneurs, eft dans la ferme perfuafion 
que les fentimens et les principes, exprimes au noin de 
la Grande-Bretagne, font parfaitement conformes 4 
ceux qui animent votre reptiblique, et que vos Hautes 
Puiffances font difpofees a concourir pleinement aux 
mefures que la crife a£luelle exige, et qui font une fuite 
neceffaire de ces fentimens et de ces principes. Les 
circonftances qui nous ont menes a cette crife, font 
trop recentes, et la conduite du Roi eft trop connue, 
pour que le foufligne foit dans le cas d'entrer dans dq 
longs details. II n'y a pas encore quatre ans, que 
quelques malheureux, fe qualifianl du nom de philo- 
fophes, ont eu la prefomption de fe croire capables 
d'ciablir un nouveau fyftenicde fociete civile. Afin de 
realifer ce reve de la vanite, il leur a fallu bouleverfer 
ct detruire toutes notions rjecues de fubordination, des 
moeurs, et de religion, qui ont fait jufqu'ici la furete, 
le bonheui et la confolation du genre humain. Lcurs 
projets de deftrudiqn n'ont que trop reufli; mais les 

efFels 
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*^ His Majefty has given direftions for lay- 
^* ing before the Houfe of Commons, copies 

feffets du nouveau fyfteme qu'ils ont voulu introduire, 
h'pnt fervi qu'a demontrer Tineptie et la fcelerateffe dc 
fes auteurs, Les evenemens qui fe font fi rapidemerit 
fuccedes depuis lors, furpaflent en atrocite tout ce qui 
a jamais fouille la page de I'hiftoire. Les proprietes, 
ia liberte, la vie meme, ont ete les jouets de la rage 
eiffrenee des paflions de I'efprit de rapine, de la haine, 
de Tambition la plus cruelle et la plus denaturee. Les 
iannales dU genre humain ne prefentent pas d'epoque, 
bu dans un auffi court efpace de terns on ait commis 
kant de crimes, caufe tant de malheurs, fait verfer tant 
de larmes : enfin, dans ce moment meme, ces horreurs 
jparaiflent etre parvenues a leor comble. Pendant 
tout ce tems, le Roi environne defon peuple, qui jouif- 
lait par la prgteSion divine d'une profperite fans 
cxempie, jn*a pu voir les malheurs d*autrui qu'avec un 
preffentiment profond de pitie et d*indignation ; mais, 
fidelle a fes principes, S. M. ne s'eft jamais permis de 
s'immifcer dans les affaires interieures d'une nation 
ctrangere. EUe nes'eft jamais ecartee du fyfteme de 
iieutraliie qu'elle avait adopte. Cette conduit que le 
Roi a vu avec plaifir obfervee egalement par vos Hautes 
Puiifances, dont toute TEurope a reconu la bonne foi, 
et qjui aurait du etre refpedee a tant d'autres titres,'n'a 
pas riuffi^ a mettfe fa Majefte, fes jpeuples et cette re- 

puhJique, 
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*' of feVerkl papers which have been received 
^' from Mr. ChatuVelin, late Minifter Pleni- 

publique, a Tabri des trarries les plus dangereufes et les 
plus criminelles. Depuis quelques mois, des projets 
d'ambitibn et d'agrandiflement, alarmans pour la tran- 
quillite et la furete de TEurope entiere, ont ete pu- 
bliquement avoues. On s'efti cfforce de repandre dans 
rinterieur de TAnglctcrre, et de ce pays, des maximes 
fubverfives de tout ordre fecial, et Ton n'a pas meme eu 
honte de donner a ces deteftables tentatives le nom de 
pouvoir revolutionnaire. Des traites anciens et folen- 
nels, garantis par le Roi, ont ete enfreints ; et les droits 
et les territoires de la republique ont ete violes. Sa 
Majefte a done cru dans fa fageffe devoir faire des pre- 
paratifs proportionnes a la nature.des circonftances. L« 
Roi a confulte fon parlement, et les mefures que fa 
Majefte aviait trouve bon de prendre, ont ete acqueilHes 
par raffentiment vif et unanime d*un peuple qui ab- 
horre Tanarchie et I'irreligion, qui aime fon Roi et qui 
veut fa conftitution. Tels font,. Hants et Puiflans Sei- 
gneurs, les motifs d'une conduite, dont la fageffe et 
requite ont aflez prouve jufqu'ici au Roi votre concert 
et votre co-operation. Sa Majefte, dans tout ce qu'elle 
a f^it, a conftamment veille au maintien des droits et de 
la furete des Provinces Unies. La declaration que fe 
foufligne a eu Thonneurde reniettre a vos Hajutes Puif- 
fances le 13 Novembre dernier, etrarrivee d'une petite 

efcadre 
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'' potentiary from the Moft Chriftian King, 
'' by his Maje%'s Secretary of State for Fo- 
'^ reign Affairs, and of the anfwers returned 
'' thereto ; and Ukewife the copy of an or- 
'' der made by his Majefty in Council, and 
'' tranfmitted by tis Majefty's commands to 
*^ the faid Mr. Chauvelin, in confequence of 
'^ the accounts of the atrocious ad: recently 

efcadre dcftlriee aproteger les parages de la republique, 
pendant que fes propres forces fe raflemblaient, en 
fourniflent la preuve. Vos Hautes Puiflances ont re- 
connu ces difpofitions du Roi dans tout ce que fa Ma- 
jefteadeja fait. Elles ne les retrouveront pas moirts 
darie les mefures qui fe preparent. En confequence, 
fa Majefte fc perfuade qu'elle continuera a eprouver de 
la part de vos Hautes Puiflances une parfaite conformite 
de prirtcipes et de conduite. Cette conformite pent 
feufe^onlifiraux efforts reunis des deux pays, I'energfe 
neceflairc ' pour leur commune defenfe, oppofer une 
barriere aux maux dont TEurope eft menacee, et met- 
tre a rabride toute attefnte, la furete, la tranquiUite et 
Tindependance d'un etat dont vos Hautes Puiflances af- 
furent le bonheur par la fageffe et la fermete de leur 
gouvernement. Auckland.. 

Fait a La Haye, le 25 Janvier, 1793. 

^^ perpe- 
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*' perpetrated in Paris. In the prefent fitua- 
** tion of affairs, his Majefty thinks it indif- 
*^ penfably neceflary to make a further aug^ 
/^ mentation of his forces by fea and land ; 
*Vand relies on the known afFed:ion and 
^^zeal of the Houfe of Commons to enable 
^ his Majefty to take the moft efFedual mea- 
^^ flires, in the prefent important conjunc- 
^^ ture, for maintaining the fecurity and 
'^rights of his own domiiiions ; foi* fiipport-^ 
'^ ing his allies; and for oppoiing views of 
*^ aggrandizement and ambition on the part 
*' of "France, which would be at all times 
** dangerous to the general interefts of Eu-*- 
*^ rope, but are peculiarly lb, when conned:ed 
*' with the propagation of principles which 
** lead to the violation of ttie moft facired 
*^ duties, and„-o4fe utterly ftibverfive of the 
*^ peace and order of all civil fociety/' (43) 

(43) A fimilar meflage was fent at the fame time to 
the Houfe of Lords. 

While 
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While the Britifh GoVemment was thus 
engaged in preparing new, meafures of de--: 
fence, and daily expeclM to hear of a decla- 
ration of war againft Great Britain and H0I-. 
land. General Dumouriez formed; or ap- 
peared to. form, the reiblution of attempting 
a new negotiation. It has been already re- 
lated in the twelfth chapter, that the order 
of the Executive Council, for the immediate 
ihyaiion of the United Provinces was com- 
municated by General Dumouriez, on the 
ioth of January, to General Miranda : and> 
it is evident, from his whole letter, that "the; 
projecl of invafion, if not propofed by him, 
had at leaft his complete approbation. (44) 

(44) See Ch. xii. Notes 51^ 52, where two long ex- 
traSs are quoted from his letter, which clearly prove 
his approbation of the intended attack on the United 
Provinces, though every one who reads the firft ehaptier 
of his Memoirs, w^ithoiit being acquainted with his 
private eorrefpondence, would fuppofe the contrary* 
In his letter to Miranda, he even called the plan his Qwrij 
and faid immediately after the paflage quoted in Gh. xii. 

Vol. II. R Nota 
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We hate feen, like'Wife, that the only rea- 
fon why the project was not executed in the 
middle of Jantiary^ was the want of maga- 
zines, which prevented Miranda from putting; 
his troops in motion at the inftant ; and that 
the Executive Council, on Miranda's repre- 
fentations, entered into a refolution on the 
J8th of January, by which it was hot aban- 

Note 52 : ^* Je vous developperai mon plan de jour tti 
jour/* In the fame letter he gave, likewife, to Miranda 
the foHowing adviee, in order to defray the expences of 
the expedition: " Faites vous donner une lifte des ca- 
fjitaliftes d'Anvers; appellez-les nominativement a 
Thotel de villcj faites-les y garder, et ne les relache:^ 
pas, qu'ils n'aient pris une refolution et rempli Tem- 
prunt, oil it boh gre ou forcement. Si c'eft de bon 

* gre, touchez tout de Juke deux millions de fiorins^ pour k^ 
fraisde V expedition. Si c*eft forcement, irnpofez-les 5 
l^un a cinquante mille florins, Tautre plus, I'autre 
liioins, felon leurs facialtes ; t\ faites-les payet^ Jms hui^ 
tainey en les faifaht garder a vue chez eux.'* An ad- 
ditional proof, that Dumouriez wholly approved of the 

' invafion of Holland, is contained in his letter to Mi- 
randa of the igth of January j which will be quoted 
prefently, 

doned^ 
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doned, but only deferred. (45) Thdit part oi 
it, indeed, which related to Zealand, a pro- 
viiice confifting entirely of iflands, had, in 

' confequence of the feafonable arrival of a 
fleet of Englifli and Dutch frigates, from 
whtth Miranda apprehended efFe<9:ual refift- 
ance, (46) been fo far altered, that it had 
been determined, either to make a falfe at- 
tack only on that quarter, or to leave the in- 
vafion of Zealand to the perfons who called 
themfelves Dutch patriots. But this partial 

■ arrangement had not affected the general 
plan ; for the refolution to invade the United 

(45) See Ch. xii. Note 53. 

(46) In his letter to Dumouriez of the 15th of Ja- 
nuary, he faid : " Si vous laifliez dehors de votre plan 
Tenterprife de la Zelande, il ferait beaucoup plus pra- 
ticable, a ce qu'il me parait, et nous n aurions pas a 
nous compromettre avec les forces maritimes de I'Angle- 
terre et de la Hollande, qui ne laifTeraient pas de nous 
arreter au commencement meme de notre entreprife, 
n'ayant pas de notre part des forces maritimes a leur 
oppofer." Correfpondance du General Miranda, p. 8. 

R 2 Provinces 
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Provinces remained unaltered. On the igth 
of January, Dumouriez, who was then in 
Paris, had written to Miranda, '^ I am of 
^^ opinion that, if the war with England 
" and Holland is determined, (47) only a 
^^ falfe attack muft be made on Zealand, that 
'^ we muft make ourfelves mafters of Maef- 
^'^ tricht, Venlo, Geldres, and Emmerick, 
^' take the route of Nimeguen and' the 
^^ heights of Amersfort, turn Utrecht, gain 
\^\ the fluice of Muyden, in which Marflial 
1'^ Luxembourg failed in 1672, and thus we 
'' Ihall arrive without difficulty at Amfter- 
^' dam. In this campaign, which ought to 
'^ be very rapid, and on which I have Jong me- 
*^ dltatedy (48) we muft confider the patriots 
*^ only as a trifling acceffion, and we muft 
'' truft to our own forces alone, and to the 

(47) Dutnouriez well knew at that time that it was . 
determined, though he did not Jay Co to Mirahda. See 
the former part of Ch. xiv. 

(48) This paffage deferves particular notice. 

^' means 
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^ means of conqueft. (49) Zealand then 
'' falling of itfelf, with the Ifle of Walche- 
^^ ren, however ftrongly it may be fortified, 
^' beGomes a poor retreat for the Houfe of 
^^ Orange, and the Adminiftration of the 
^^ country, becaufe we fhall join the Dutch 
*^ marine to our own artillery, to penetrate 
*^ thither, when nothing more remains. "(5o) 

. ^ (49) Yet in the manifefto, with which the invafion 
of Holland was foon afterwards accompanied, it was f 
aflerted that the French came merely as friends and de^\ 
Jiverers. 

(50) " Je crois qiie fi la guerre eft decidee entre 
nous et la Hollande et FAngleterre, il ne faut faire 
qu'une fauiTe attaque fur la Zelande, que nous devons 
occuper Maeftricht, Venlo, Gueldres, Emmerick, nous 
rabbattre fur Nimegue et par les hauteurs d'Amersfort, 
tourner Utrecht, gagner Teclufe de Muyden que le 
Marechal Luxembourg a manque en 1672, alors nous 
arrivons fans difBculte a Amfterdam. Dans cette 
campagne, qui doit etre tres prompte, et que fai long^ 
terns mediae^ il ne faut compter les patriotes que comme 
un leger acceflbire, et ne fe fier qu*a fes propres forces 

R3 et 
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(On the 23d of January Dumouriez again 
wrote to Miranda, and likewife from Paris : 
f^ I have informed you, my dear Miranda, 
*^ that I have abandoned, as well as yourfelf, 
^^ the projed: of Zealand : but this is an ad- 
^^ ditipnal reaforiyj^r pujhmgy with theuimojl 
*' vigour 3 that of the attach on Maejirichty 
*' Venlo, and NimegnenA I fliall give, how- 
*^ ever, to Caock and Bendels (5 1) the fmall 
^^ fiiccour which they require, in the opinion 
*^ they entertain of fucceeding with three 
" or four thoufand men, which is all that 
** they have demanded of the Executive 

«t aux moyens de conquetes^ La Zelande alors tomt?ee 
d'elle-meme et Tlfle Walcheren, fut-elle rendue inex- 
pugnable, devient une pauvre retraite pour la Maifon 
d'Orange et pour les adminiftrations du pays^ parceque 
nous joindrons tous les moyens de la marine Hollandaife 
a tous nos moyens d*artillerie, pour y penetrer, lorfque 
nous n'aurons plus que cela a' faire/' Correfpondance 
du General Miranda, p. ii. 

(51) Is not this an erratum for Daendels? 

^^ CounciL 
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^^ Council. In a few days I rriyfelf ftiall exa- 
^^ mine the whole matter on the fpot/'(52) 

Such were the Gircumftances under which ^ 
the refolution, in other refpefts apparently 
meritorious, of commencing a new negotia- 
tion with Great Britain and Holland, was 
formed by General Dumouriez; (53) in 

(52( '* Je vous ai mande, inon cher Miranda, que 
j'abandonnais, comnie vous, le projet de la Zelande; 
oiais c'eft une raifon de plus pour poujfer tres-vigoureufe" . 
mentcelui de Vattaque de Maejirichty Venlo et Nimegue, 
Je donnerai dcependant peut-etre a Caock et Bendels le 
petit fecours qu'ils reclament, dans Topinion ou ils 
font de reuflir avec trois ou quatre mille hommes, qui 
eft tout ce qu*ils oflt demands au Confeil Executif. 
J'examinerai cela rnoi-meme fur les lieux fous peu de 
jours." ib. p. 14, 

(53) I^ was ifl the letter of the 23d of January, m 
which he fo ftrongly recommended to Miranda, vigor- 
oufly to pufli the fieges of the Dutch fortified towns, 
Maeftricht, Venlo, and Nhiieguen, that he gave Mi- 
randa the firft intelligence of the intended negotiation, 
and at the fame time mentioned, that he himfelf was 
the perfop who was to conduct it. The circumftance, 
R 4 that 

Hosted by Google 



0,56 Hijiory of the Politich [ch. xv, 

which, if the National Convention had per- 
rnitted the execution of it, we fhould un- 
doubtedly have heard as many gafconades 
about pacific dtfpojltlons and purity of inten- 
tionSy as in the late negotiation with Mr. 
Chauvelin.[The whole proje6l was evidently 
the work of Dumouriez alone : for the Exe- 
\ cutive Council took fo little part in it;, that 
pf the five Minifters, Le Brun, Garat, Cla- 
viere, Pache, and Monge, of which it was 
then compofed, (54) the three laft oppofed 
it with all their force; (55) and Le Brun, 

that in the fame letter (lb. p. i6), he defired Miranda 
to keep the matter a profound fecret, looked likewife 
myfterious. 

(54) Roland, the Minlfter of the Interior, was at 
that time on the point of retiring, and no longer took 
part in public affairs, at leaft pot in what related to 
foreign countries. See that chapter of the Memoirs 
of Dumouriez, which is tx\\\\\tiX Ret rait e de Roland, 

(55) Dumouriez, fpeaking of the propofal of it, 
which he made to the Executive Council (Memoires, 
torn. i» p. 130), fays: ** Clavifre, Pache, et Monge 
s'oppoferent de toute Jeur force a cette propofition." 

though 
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though he was too fine a politician to declare 
himfelf againft it, in which cafe, as he was 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs, it could not 
have been fet on foot, took care, however, 
as we fhall prefently.fee, that it Ihoukl pro- 
duce no effect:.] And as to Garat, who was 
the man that read the fentence of death to 
Louis XVI, and has fince behaved with un- 
common infolence to the fifter of the late 
Queen of France, dijincere defire to promote 
a work of moderation and peace, would have 
been wholly inconfiftent with his charadler. 
Nor does Dumouriez himfelf appear to have 
had any other object in view, than to amufe 
a little longer the Englilh and Dutch Go- 
vernments, (5O) as, toward the end of Ja- 
nuary, fbme obftacles prefented themfelves 
to the intended invafion of Holland. (57) 

(56) This will be rendered, at leaft, highly probable 
in a following note. 

(57) This will prefently appear from his own de- 
fcription. 

To 
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i To {cty however, the negotiation, or ra-? 
ther pretended negotiation, on foot, two per- 
fons, De Maulde and Maret, (58) were dif- 
patched from Paris, the one to th€ Hague, 
the other to London. '^ It was determined,'* . 
fays Dumouriez, (59) '^ that Dq Maulde, 
*^ under the pretence of fettling his perfonal 
'^ affairs, fliould repair to the Hague, that 
^^ Noel ihould be recalled and placed elfe- 
^^ where, and that the General (Dumouriez) 
*^ ihould furniili De Maulde -with a letter to 
^^ Lord Auckland, fignifying, that he Ihould 
^^ arrive at Antwerp on the ift of February, 
*^ to infped the winter quarters of his army, 
^^ and that, as he had learnt from his friend, 
^^ De Maulde, that his Lordfhip had fpoken 
'^ of him with refped: and confidence, it 
^^ would be very agreeable to him if an op- 

(58) De Maulde had been French Anabaflkdor at the 
Hague, whence he was lately returned. Witb M^. 
Maret the reader is already acquainted. 

(59) Memoires, torn. i. p. 130. 

^^ portunity 
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^' portunity prefented itfelf of conferring 
*^ with Lord Auckland on the frontiers, be- 
^^ c^ufe the conference might be beneficial 
^' to human kind in general, and to the two 
'^ nations in particular. It was determined, 
'^ like wife, that if Lord Auckland, as was 
^' expelled, gave his confent, the General 
^' lliould hold a conference, and that he 
^\ might thence, in cafe it were neceifary, 
^^ even go over to England. / As foon as De 
'^ Maulde (fays Dunpiouriez further) (6o) ar- 
^^ rived at the Hague, at the latter end of Ja- 
^^ nuary, he immediately 'waited on Lord 
^' Auckland, and delivered to him the letter 
^' of General Dumouriez. This Mhitjier ex- 
*^ P^^JP^ g^<^^t phafiire at the propofal, and ikid 
^' to De Maulde that, as the interefts of 
^' England and Holland were infeparable, he 
^' would communicate the propofal to the 
*^ Grand Penfionary, Van Spiegel, and deli- 

(60) lb. p. 139. 

^' berate 
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** berate with him on the fubje6l:. The 
^' latter likewife confented to take part in 
*^ the conference with Lord Auckland and 
^* General Dumouriez, His Lordfliip fent 
^'^ three fucce-flSve packet boats to England : 
*' mid De Maulde fent his Secretary to Ant- 
** werp, where the General, after having 
*^ ¥ifited the coaft from Dunkirk to that 
^' place, arrived on the 2d of February. Har- 
** ing every where found the greateft dif- 
^ order on his whole journey from Paris (as 
*' Dumouriez further relates) (6l) and per- 
^^ ceivin^ that his embarraflments were daily 
** increafing, the General greatly rejoiced at 
^* the progrefs which De Maulde had made 
^* in the negotiation. He fent immediatelj 
*' a courier to Le Brun with the original 
^' anfwer of Lord Auckland, who had in- 
^' formed him, that the Grand Penfionary of 
*' Holland, and himfelf, were agreed to come 



(6i) lb. 140. 



to 
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*^ to the borders, in order, to hold the con- 
^^ ference with the General ; that he had dif* 
*' patched feveral packet boats to England, 
^^ to oh tain the confent of his Cotirty and In^ 
'^ Jiru5itons relative to the conference \ (62) 

(62) Pour en obtenir la permlffion et des infiruftions 
relatives a cette conference. The circumftance that 
Lord Auckland, before he could hold the conference, 
was obliged to fend to England, not only for inftruc- 
tions,but even ior permlffion to hold it, fufficiently proves, 
that the Britifli Minifters were not the movers of the 
new negotiation. It is true that, according to the ac- 
count of Dumouriez (Memoires, torn, i. p. 128), be- 
fore De Mauldehad given>up his former embafTy at tha 
Hague^ he had been aflu red by Lord Auckland, that the 
Britilh Cabinet would have no objedion to negotiate 
with General Dumouritz : and it appears, likewife, 
(lb. p. 128) thaJI^Mr. Pitt himfelf had exprefled him- 
fel|to the fame purpofe. On what particular occafions 
thefe declarations were made, or what was the conver- 
fation which gave rife to them, Dumouriez has not re- 
lated : but in regard to the time, they cannot have been 
made later than the end of December. For De Mauide, 
on his return from his former embally at the Hague, 
arrived at Paiis within a few days after Dumouriez, 
who arrived there on the ift of January (lb. p. 39, 

128}; 
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** that tht anfwer would foon arrive, and 
^^ that it was by iio means his defign to 

J28) : and the French agent, Benoit, who had brought 
the account, that Mr. Pitt would have fto objedion ta 
Negotiate with General Dumouriez, arrived there at 
the fame time (lb. p. 128). This precife determination 
is not fuperfluous, becaufe, after the 13th of January, 
the day on which the ultimatum of the Executive 
Council was delivered,^ all hopes of preferving peace 
had vaniftied. Jfter that t'lmey therefore, it could not 
occur to the Britifti Miniftry to/rc!/?^/^ another negotia- 
tion, though, at the end of the month, when De Maulde 
himfelf propofed it, they very prudently confented, hot 
only bkaufe a refufal would have expofed them to the 
teproach of having negleded an opportunity to prevent 
a rupture, but becaufe, however well fotinded the eX- 
pedations of a War may be, yet, till it has been adually 
declared, there always remains at lead ?l poffibility oi t\\Q 
eontrary. Mr. Pitt, however, declared in the Houfe of 
Commons on the ift of February, (fee the debate^ of 
that day) that he confidered it as in the higheft degree' 
improbable, that a new negotiation would produce any 
-e{Fe(El : and experience proved how rightly he judged, 
for it was on that very day that the National Conven- 
tion, refufing to w^ait the iffue of the negotiation, de* 
clared war on Great Britain and Holland. 

Since then the Britiih Government a£led a rhere 
* ' ' pajfive 
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'^ arriuie the General, or to delay his plans 
*^ and preparations for the next campaign^ 

pajjhe part in this faufinefs, all fufpicion of a defign to 
ariiufethe French Government, by the negotiation, muffi 
fall of itfelf to the ground ; and it is obvious that, when 
preparations are made for a negotiation, it is the party 
only which makes thofe preparations, and not the 
part;f which fimply gives its aflent, that can be ex- 
pofed to fuch a fufpicion. It is very extraordinary, 
therefore, that Dumouriez, could venture to write 
(Memoires, tom. i. p. 137) " on pourrait croire que 
le Miniftre Pitt n'aurait voulu qu'amufer le General 
Dumouriez :" and his pretended proof is ft ill more ex- 
traordinary, namely, " le traite de la courde St. James 
avec celle de Turin, qui eft de la me me epoque^ con firm e 
cette opinion." This adertion, which other writers, 
Britiih as well as French, have faithfully copied with- 
out enquiring into its truth, contains fo grofs an error, 
as is hardly to be expefted from any man who lays 
claim to the charaSer of an hiftorian. For fo far was 
the treaty with the Court of 'fur in from bting. of the 
fame epochs that iiot even the preliminaries were figned 
till twelve weeks afterward. They are dated 25th April^ 
179.3, and,,as appears from Art; 5, the ratification was 
to take place within two months after that time. Fur- 
ther, the preliminaries were figned, not at T»rin, but 
in JLondon, which obviates the obje(5^ ion which might 

oiherwife 
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^iThe difpatch of De M^ylde^ with wbich 
^^ that of Lord Auckland was aGCompaniedr 

otherwife be made, that the order given by the Britifii 
Cabinet for figning them preceded, by fome time^ the 
flgnature itfelf. Laftly, that hoftilities had been de- 
clared againft Great Britain before the preliminary ar-r 
tides were even drawn up, appears from the firft ar- 
ticle. Which begins thus : f^LeursMajeftes le Roi de la 
Grande Bretagne et le Roi de Sardaigne,//? trouvant en- 
gages dans une guerre contre la iPr^w^^, en con feqpencedes 
adtes les plus injurieux de, violence et d'agrefliqtp. .See 
Martens' Recueilcles Principaux Traites." r Totn, v^ 

p. 144— 149..... _ . _. :^. ^^.. ,:..,., J..,,;- , 

Haying {hewn that the charge of duplicity, wl^ich 
Dumouriez has very artfuljy laid to the Britifh Minif-- 
ters, is wholly unfoun-ded, we will next exaitiiiie, 
whether he himfelf was not guilty of that very fault,, 
which he has unj uftly laid to hi? opponents. Jjis letter 
to Miranda, of the 23d of January, in which he.recom- 
mended to him, vigpi-oufly to pufli the fieges of feveral 
T>uich fortified towns, is certainly not to be reconciled 
with the fuppofition, that the negotiation, which he was 
planning at that very time (See above. Note 53) was 
ferioufly intended by him as the means of preventing 
a war with England and Holland. What other objeft 
then could he have had in view, but to amufe a little 
longer the Englifh and Dutch Governments, that they 

migh% 
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^^. e3q)laii:^d every thing which had pafled 
*^ between them. Great indignation had 

might be the lefs prepared for the intended attack? 
And this is further confirmed by the letter, which 
he wrote to Miranda from Antwerp on the fifth of 
February. On this day, ftrange as it may appear, 
Dumouriez had no knowledge of the declaration of 
war: for he himfelf relates (Memoires, torn. i. p. 142, 
143') that Le Brun fent him no information of it, that 
he firft learnt it from the public newfpapers, and that 
not before the feventh of February. Dn the feventh, 
Miranda, likewife, had received no official intelligence 
of it, as appears from his letter of that day to the War 
Minifter, Pache. (See Correfpondance du General 
Miranda, p. 20.} Confequently, as Dumouriez, on 
the 2d of February had received intelligence from Lord 
Auckland, that he had fent to London for inflrudions, 
the interval between the Jecond and the feventh of Fe- 
bruary was to Dumouriez a ftate of uncertainty, id 
which the didates of ftriil integrity certainly enjoined 
him toabftain from every, at lead, unconditional order 
for the invafion of Holland. Yet, on iki^ fifth of Febru- 
ary, he wrote from Antwerp to Miranda, and gave him 
the moft pofitive and unconditional order to take Venlo 
immediately by furprife, and added, " je ferai rinveftifli- 
ment de Maeftricht avec le refte de la grofle artilleric. 
Vol. IL S poiir 
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^^ been expreffed at the atrocious ad lately 
^r perpetrated in Paris : but as De Maulde 
^^ affured both Minifters (the Englifh and 
^^ the Dutch) that General Dumouriez him-^ 
^' felf was penetrated with the fame fenti- 
^^ ments, and felt equal indignation, that 

pGurbrufquercetteplaee^eommevdusbrufquefezVenla^ 
ou vous nedev4ez pas trouver de refiftaricejii'y ayant point 
de garnifon;'* Correfpondance du General Miranda, 
p. 18.^ — Thefe circumftances I mention, not fo miicfj 
with the view of accufing General Dumouriez, who 
well kiiewithe:re(olution of Ms government, ta^tt^ck 
JEnglandai^d^Hollandat all events> and therefore thought 
it neceflary to aft accordingly, as of (hewing how very 
ill it becomes hini, to transfer the charge of duplicity 
to thofe who afted with ihe utnioft integrity. With 
equal injuftice hks he accufed, likewife, the Britifir 
Government of irritating that of France, by difmifling 
Mr. Chauvelin, even after the negotiation was begun : 
for the very fir ft propofal of it was made by De Maulde 
at the Hapgue, i^/^r the ordier had been fent to Mr. 
Chauvelin in London. Coiifi^quently the inference, 
which Dumouriez thence deduces, ** on pcut done leur 
reprocherautant qu'aux Fran9aiS|" faltsof itfelf to the 
ground. 

dreadful 



f, t '.f. re^r4t^ 
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'' dreadful cataftrophe prefented no ob{la- 
*^ cles to the negotiation. It was decid- 
*^ ed, therefore, without difficulty, that, as 
^^ foon as Lord Auckland received the an- 
'' fwer from his Court, the conference Ihould 
^' be holden at Moerdyk, on board a yacht 
" of the Prince of Orange, which was or^ 
^^defedto be fitted up for the reception of 
^* the General." 

(During the time that ETe Maulde was on 
his joume^^ to the Hague, M*/^M^t:'\^§^ 
difpatched to London, to propole the in- 
tended negotiation to the Britii^i Minifbyk ♦ 
The ^hjeS: of Mr. Maret's miffion, as Du* 
mouiiez himfelf, who was the mover of the y 
whole bu{inefs> relates, was merely to inquire, 
whether Mr. Pitt was really deiirous of treat- 
ing with General Dumouricz, (03) and, in 

{63) ** II fut decide que Maret, qui avait^eja fak 
pliifieurs voyages en Angleterre, y ferait rcnvoy^ pour 

. S 2 '/avoir 
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€^ h^y^Q;i^ tpj, procure for Dumouriez a 
pafl^ort tafome OYcr to En^and. (64) The 

Javtitfde Mr^ Pitiyjii^edlemnt ilfouhakait iralterper' 
fhnnelkment q^vet le General Dumouriez" Memoires d© 
Dumouriez, torn. Lp, 131, 

(i54) In his letter to Miranda of the 23d of January, 
hefaid: ^'Orienvoie demain un agent fecret fort connu 
de M. Pitt et de M, Fox, pour demander aux deux 
partis, c'eft4-dire a la nation toute entiere, un fauf- 
conduit pour moi, ct raffurance d'etre bien venu, 
4|uelque fucce^s qu'ait la miffion/* Correfpondance dc 
Af iranda, p, 1 5«-|-pf what ufe zfauf-conduit^ from the 
Qppofition party,^ could be to^a French Ambairador, it 
is not eafy to determine : but thus much is clear from 
the paflage, that the French rulers never lofe fight of 
their favourite maxim, and that they muft always have 
fomething %o do "With thofe, who adl in oppofition to 
Government. I n faft, the whole conduft of the nego- 
tiation is involved in myftery. If Dumouriez really in- 
tended to go over to England, and to negotiate with 
the Cabinet Mihifters in perfon, what neceflity was 
there for a conference with the Britifli Ambaflador at 
the Hague ? And, on the other had, if he intended to 
negotiate on the frontiers of Holland with the Britifli 
Ambaflador at the Hague, what neceflity was there for 

fending 
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twenty-fourth of January was the day, wiiich 
hatd been appointed for Mfc. Maret's depar- 
ture from Paris : (65) but Le Brun, under 
the pretence of giving previous ini^rmation 
to Mr. Pitt by nieians of a perfon, who had 
already afted as mediator between hito and 
yix. Maret, 1(66) but in reaKty, a$ Du- 
inouriez himfelf believes, with the view 
of counteraAing the negotiation, (67) pro* 

fending a perfon to pave the way for his reception in 
London? TTo negotiate in both places was nfclefs. 
How tlien is the enigma, that a perfon was feiit to Lon- 
don, as well as to the Hague, to be folved ? Perhaps, 
by the fuppofition, that it was ileemed expedient to 
amufe ^0M governments at the y^^ time. 

^{65) This appears from the paflage quoted in the 
preceding note. 

(66) Memoires de Dumouricz, torn. i. p; 133. The 
perfon here nieant is probably Mr. Miles. 

(67) lb. But the motive^ which Dumouriez a^B« 
for Le Brun's condu& is certainly falfe : for he fays, 
« Dans le fait, le General a eu lieu de prefumer, que Le 
Bruni pique de ce que la cour de St. James ne voulait 

S3 pas 
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traced Mr. Maret's departure, and, in con* 
fe<|uence, Mr. M^ret did not leave Faris tiU 

pas traiter avec loi comme Miniftre des affaires etran-? 
geresde la republiqne, ni avec la Convention, n'etait 
pias lache de faire manquer cette negotiation fans y pa- 
raitre." That Le Brun was refolved tp ^ounteraft the 
negotiation, may be readily admitted ; but this refolu- 
fion muft be afcribed to the motives alleged in the four- 
teenth chapter of th^ prefent work, and certainly not to 
aay fugpafadrrfufal on the part of the Britifli Govern^ 
ment to treat with Le Brun. Qn the contrary, it 
"Was Le Brun, from whom Mr. Maretj^ at Mr. Pitt's 
pwn requetl^ lia^d idefired inftru6lions to negotiate, and 
Which Le'firuriliad refilled: it 'was Le Bruii who 
^otrimiipic^ted the inftluftiohs to Mr. Chauvelin: it 
Was'Le Bfuh vi^ho had figned vydth his own hand the note 
pf the Executive douricir on the 7th of January. Be- 
fides, Dumouriczhimfelf, had the propqfed negotiation 
been carried into effeil, muft likewife have been firft 
empQwered by Le Brun, as the Minifter fpr Foreign 
Affairs; for, though the charaQer of General might 
enable him tq enter into ^ military convention with 
^pother General, yet he conld not conclude a political 
treaty \vith an Ambaffador, till he had received full 
powers from his pwn Croyerptnent. JThe con fen t of 
the Britilh Cabinet, therefore, toi negotiate with Dur 
^ourie^, was again a cpnfept to negotiate with thofe. 
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the /wm/J'^y^^/^of Jiai^ry. (6'g(^ As' ibbri gs^ 
jhe had landed at D(!>ver, (69) he formed the 



in whofe name, and in whofe name alone, he did or could 
aS:.— Hence, alfo, another objeftion is removed, which^ 
as well <a& the former, has been made to4he Britifli 
Cabiofl l)y^:.writer:of pur awn country, namely, that 
it was abfurd to think of treating with a General^ 
as if a treaty with a General, when he aflumes the cha- 
X2Ldi^x oi JmbaffadGTy were not as muc^h a treaty with 
his Goyerament, ^ when that charader is affudaed by 
a perfon ill the ciyjl line. 

(68) That Mr. Maret did not leave Paris till the 
iwenty-Jixth 6i January, appears from a comparifon of 
the following paflages in the Memoirs of Pumpuri<?z* 
*^ Le depart de Maret fut retarde aflez mal-a propos, 
** et n-eut lieu que le jour mime du depart du General.'* 
Le General Dumouriez pariit le 26 Janvier ^ Tom. i. 
p. 133, 134. He fays the fame al(o, p. 142. Again 
he fays of himfelf, p. 39, arrive dans la capitale \e pre- 
mer Janvier : and p. 94, le General Dumouriez triaita 
les affaires pendant lesz;/w^/^;v jours qu'il a pafTes a 
Paris. This precife determination of the day, when 
Mr. Maret left Pari§, is of great importance, as will 
appear iii the fequel. 

(6.9) All that is herd faid of Mr. Maret, after his ar- 
i:ival in England, is grounded on the authentic relation 

S4 of 
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refolution of writing to LeBrun/to demand 
ftelh inftru^tipns, probably (as be was now 
in England, and recoUefted his former fa- 
vourable reception with Mr. Pitt) with the 
yiew of aiding for bimfelf : for we have feen 
that/ when he left Paris, he had no other 
tommiffion, than to pave the way for Du- 
mouriez. (70) But, w^hatever was bis nao- 

oiF Mr. Miles, who was an intimate friend of Mn Ma-^ 
ret, who faw him every day during his ftay in London, 
^ad at whofe houfe Mr. Maret appears to have lodged, 
gs Mr. Miles in a letter, which he had lately written ta 
him, had faid, venez done fans crainte, defcendez ch^z 
tnoii et conjider^z ma tnaifon eomme la voire. Authentic 
Gprrefpondence, Appendix, p. 109. Mr. Miles's re- 
J^tipn is given in the juft-mentioned work, p* lo?!— 
^04, and contains partly fa£ts, to which he himfelf was 
eye- witnefs, and partly fafls, for which, as he exprefsly 
attefts, he had Mr. Maret's own authority. Confe-r 
quently, all random reports, which agree not with Mr» 
Miles's relation, mull be declared fabulous. 

(70) See Notes 62, 63. Mr. Miles likewife reprc-. 
fents Mr. Maret 's million as only preparatory to theprq^^ 
je£fed embajfy of Dumnuriez.'* Authentic Correfpon-- 
(^nce, p. 10^. 

tive 
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live, whetlier he really inteiided to a^ft fot 
himfelf, or whether the di&aiffion of Mr.' 
CSiauvelin, whom he met on the road, fug- 
ceiled to hitri the neceffity of an alteration 
in his lnfbru<aions relative to Dumouriez, it 
is certain that he ^i^ write, and in very 
preffing terms, for frefli inftrudions, and, 
moreover, that he declared, in his letter to 
I^ Brun, '^ that hejhould not defire an Intern- 
View with the 'EngVtJh Mlni/ier, until fre/h /;/- 
JiruSliom arrived'' (7 1 ) As foon as he bad 
'WiMcii to ije Brun, he went immediately 
from Dover to London : but having deter- 
mined to demand no interview, or to difculi 
any mattes ofiftate, till his frefh inftruftions^ 
ihouild arrive, he did not make any overture 
*o the Britilh Miniilry, even in regard tp 
the embafly of Pumouriez, It is true, that 
he &nt a Ihort note to Lord Grenvill? : but 
this note conta^ined nothing more than the 
notification, *' that he had come aver to take 

ill) lb. 

charge 
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charge of the diplomatic papers inthehonfe of 
the French Efwoy^^ (7^)^ Iti the mean time 
he Waited far his frefti infl:ru<9:idns from Lq 
Brun, which he had fb preflihgly folicited : 
yet> though he ftaid in London ^/^^/ days, 
(73) and, therefore, at leaft, till the fourth 
of Eebmary, (74) he not only received riot 
the expedied inftruAibns, but not even ^sr 
Jtngte line ar direSiiom {^5) But on the. 

(72) lb, • 

(73) Mr. Miles exprefsly fays, p. 102. " His (l^y 
in London was eight days, 

(74) It has been already fliewn that Mr. Maret left 
Paris on the 26th of January. He could not poffibly, 
therefore, have reached London before the 28th. Coti- 
fequently, as hi^&dXA eight days there, we cannot fix his 
departure at an earlier day than the faurth of February, 
even if we include, 1 ike wife, the day of his arrival. 
But as Mr, Miles fays, p. 103, that they took leave of 
each otjier at midnight, he departed, at the foone/i, in the 
night between the fourth and the fifth of February* 

(75) This, fays Mr. Miles, p. 103, Mr. Maret ex- 
prefsly declared at the time of their taking leave. 

fourth 
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fourth of February, the deelaration of war, 
which had taken place on the firft, was 
known in I>ondon : and after that time it 
was ufelefs to think of negotiations. Mr* 
Maret,^ therefore, fent a letter to Lord Gren- 
ville, to take leave, and returned to Paris.-^ 
(7O) Thus ended the celebrated million of 
Mr. Maret, which would aiFord an additional 
proof, if additional proof were neceflary, 
that the French Government was deter- 
piiiied, at all events, to avoid a reconciliation 

(76) This letter, and the above-mentioned note, 
conftituted the whole of Mr^ Maret's negotiation, if it 
can be fp called. Mr. Miles 's own words, p. 103, 
whci^e he fpeaks of the above-mentioned note, are: 
** This was all the intercourfe that paffei^ and all the 
** comraiijiication that was made to any of his Ma-. 
*' jetty's Minifters, except a letter which was fent by 
** Mr. Maret at the inftant of his final departure fronai 
** l^ondon^" — Mr. Pitt, likewife, on the 12th ^^fFe-^ 
bruary, 1793 (See the Parliamentary Debates), declared 
in the Houfe of Commons, that Mr. Maret, during his 
whole Jlay in London y had propofed to his Majejiys Minijlers 
v^o quejiions ofjlate whaljoever. 

with 
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Wth Great Bri|:ain : for;, othenyife, it would 
not have refufed to gra.nt to an ageiit who 
was already on the fpot* to an agent with 
whom Mr. Pitt had already exprefled a 
readinefs to negotiate, the inftrudlions which 
that agent required. A compliance, how- 
ever. With Mr. Maret's requeft was not to 
be expeded, fiiice, among the members of 
the Executive Council, Claviere, Pachc, and 
Monge, were from the very beginning ini- 
mical to the whole negotiation, and Le 
Bruni though he did not declare himfelf 
againft it, fecretly co^nteraded its opera- 
tion. (77) j 

(77) On Mr. Maret's miflion to England at the end 
^f January, 1793, were propagated as many falfe re- 
ports as on the conference which behadholden with 
Mr. Pitt in December: and thefe falfe reports, in de- 
fiance of Mr. Pitt's declaration in the Houfe of Com- 
mons on the 1 2th of February, 1793, have been adopted 
and repeated by his adverfaries, both writers and ora- 
tors, as unqueftionably true. Immediately after the 
pafTage, which has been quoted in Ch. xiii. Note 32, 
relative to the pretended inflruflions of Mr. Maret on 

the 
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While Mr. Maret was in London, in vain 
cxpcfti'ng inftruftions from the Executive 

the former occafion, is ^dded. ** A&the firft mlflion of 
** Mr. Maret wasj^ however, not attended with any ef- 
** fed, he was fent again from the Executive Council 
'* with enlarged powers. It was aflerted, at that time, 
" th^this objeft wa* to propofe to the BritilU Miniftry 
^* the cejffion offome of the moji valuable Wejl India ijlands^ 
** and the annexing of the Netherlands to the Dutch re- 
^^ puiltCf provided this arrangement fhould mutually 
** prove agreeable to the States General and the Belgic 
** Cpngrefs. • Mr. Maret was, however, we believe, 
<^ never permitted to produce his credentials,'" — Now the 
notion that the French Government was ready to give 
up the Netherlands, and ftill more fo, that it was ready 
to abandon fome of the moft valuable of the Weft In- 
dia iflands, is in Jtfelf fo abfurd, and is fo completely 
contradi£ted by the avowed principles of the French 
rulers, and by the notes which had been already de- 
livered to Lord Grenville, that nothing but the height 
of party prejudice could have induced any man, who 
was the leaft acquainted with the hiftory of the times, 
to believe in it. And that Mr. Mtaret really had no 
fuch inftniflions, is evident, not only from the relatioa 
of Mr. Miles, but from the account given by Du- 
mouriez himfelf, who reprefents Mr. Maret as "a, per- 
fan fent merely to pave the way for his reception. To 

the 
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Coiincil, the Britilh Government received 
tie intelligence from Lord Auckland, that 

tftepaflTages already quoted may be added Mr. Miles's 
dteclaFation, p. 103, that ikfr. Maret had very Utile to fay t 
and' what that little was has been (hewn in the notes 
63, 64^ As to the aflertion, that he never was per- 
mitted to produce his credentials, we have already feen, 
#at even if he had any, he never once offered to pro- 
duce them. To the paflages above-quoted may be 
added the following declaration of Mr, Miles, p. 101 • 
** That all intercourfe with him was refufed bynhe 
<* King's ftrvants, I pofitively deriy,^ and for the beft of 
" all poflible reafpnsj becaufe it had never been Jolicited. 
*' On the fame authority that I contradifted the former 
*^ affertion, I deny this : the authority of Mr. Maret y 
♦* who nnay,^ certainly, he allowed to know as much of 
** the niatter as thofe who, on fuch little foundation^ 
*' have repeatedly urged it in Parliament, &c." Even> 
tkerefore, if the report had been true, that Mr. Maret 
was authorized to make advantageous proppfals, yet as 
none were made, nor even offered to be made, no blame 
<ould have attached to the Britifh Miniftry. Laftly, as 
to the notion, which was like wife propagated with 
Weat affiduity, that Mr. Maret, as foon as he landed in 
]|ngland, received an order from Government to quit 
the country, a tiotion, which even Dumouriez, (who 
after the 26th of January, 1793, never returned to 
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De Mauldp wa3 arrived at the Hague,; and 
had propofed a negotiation between his 
Lordfhip and General Dumouriez. Now, 
though the cohdu<a; both of the National 
Convention and of its Executive Council, 

Paris> never again faw Mr. Maret, and, therefore, had 

no cert¥ih intelligence of what happened to him in 

England) has creduloufly adopted from the rumours of 

th^ day, itls dbhfiited at once by the ihdifputable hd, 

that Mfl Ma:ret remained eight days in London, and 

till after thie intdligence arrived of the declaration of 

wan— It is tiru^, that fince the publication of the Au 

thentie Gdri^l^cytideiie^, by Mri Miles, in the year 

1 796^^10 one has v^nttii^d to fayiahy thing more about 

Mr-; M^ret ana his pretended iMruaions : but as, on 

the otlieFhand, I know of no one w-ho, having related 

thofc idle reports as indirputablis faas, has afterwards 

had the generofity to inform his readers or hearers, that 

thofe reports are the mere inventions of party malevor 

lence; and as the Authentic Correfpondence does not i 

appear to be fo generally known, as a work of fuch i 

high importance deferves, the above-quoted extraSs | 

from it are not fuperflous; becaufe not every one, who | 

had heard of thofe reports, has likewife heard of their j 

Confutation.) 

bad 
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liad been uniformly fueh, as demonftrated 
tfee firm refolution of the French rulers to 
engage in a war with Great Britain, and,, 
confequently, the improbability, if not im- 
poffibility, that they ferioufly intended to 
efFeft a reconciliation, yet the Britifli Go- 
vernment, to avoid the reproach which 
would have refulted from a refufaU imme- 
diately confented to the negotiation, and 
authorized Lord Auckland to treat with 
General Dumouriez. (78) On the receipt 
of hisinftruftions. Lord Auckland difpatched 
a courier to the General, who was then at 
Antwerp, and propofed the tenth of February 
for the day of holding the firft conference, 
(79) But no conference whatfoever took 
place : for the National Convention, which, 
inftead of awaiting the iiTue of the negotia- 
tipn, refolved from the very beginning te 

{78) See the Memoires de Dumouriez, torn. i. 
p. 143- 
(79) lb. 

pay 
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pay not the leaft attention to k, i^o\ had 
already, on the firft of February, unanir 

(80) What little attention the French Government; 
paid to the negotiation even from the beginning of it, 
may be collefted from the circumftance, /Z'/z/ ;/ «;/7f ^» 
ihe very day on which the propofal was made to the Bri" 
tijh Minljler at the Hague ^ that the order was i£ued to Jay 
an embargo on all Brltijh vejfels in the French ports. (See 
Lord Grenviile's fpeech in the Houfe of Lords on the 
1 2th of February, 1793.) What a contraft does this 
condufl: form with the behaviour of the Britiih Go- 
vernment, which confented to the propofal of Du- 
mouriez, though the intelligence of the embargo ar- 
rived in London on the very fame day with the firft 
courier from Lord Auckland. (See Mr. Pitt's fpeech 
in the Houfe of Commons on the I2th of February.) 
It requires, therefore, a more than ufual want of either 
knowledge or of integrity to reprefent, on fhe one 
hand, the Frepali Government as tandid and iblicitous 
for p^ace, and U) accufe the Britiih Government, on 
the other hand, of duplicity and a defire for war. The 
authentic documents, which have been produced in the 
prefent work, fufEciently demonftrate that the charge 
muft be inverted. Indeed the queftion may be fairly 
afked: Is it pofiible that men of talents sind reading, 
'YoL- II. T profcflcd 
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moufly decreed war againft Great Britain 
and Holland. 

profefled fpeakers or writers on political fubje^s, 
ihould have remained wholly ignorant of all thefe do* 
cumehts ? But if they were not, how could they ven- 
ture to fet them at open defiance, to fubftitutc romance 
for hiilory, and calumny for juftice ? 
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CHAP. XVI. 

^tate of Parties in France at the Beginning of 

3 the Year 1793. JunSfion of Kobefpierre s 

'%^ ,Pcirty With that xf Bnffot, on the SuhjeSi 

^^ of the War voith Great Writ am. ^he De- 

^ee for War voted without one Mffenting 

Voice. Wtghteen. Fretex^U alhgeSyJ^ Juf- 

tification of it. Confutation of thofe Pre-- 

texts. General Recapitulation^ and Con- 

cJtifion. 

^ I'^HE two great parties, into which the 
- National Convention was divided at 
the beginning of the year l^gS, were head- 
ed, the one by Robefpierre, the other by 
Briflbt. The former were denominated 
foihetimes by the name of Jacobins, at other 
T 2 times 
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times by the appellation of Anarchifts; (l) 
the latter, though originally only a younger 
branch of the Jacobin family, had aflumed 
the title af Girondifts, becaufe many of * the 
members of it were from the department of 
the Gironde ; and they were diftinguilhed 
likewife by the title of Briflbtines, from the 
name of their leader. (2) The principal 
members of the Girondift party were men 
of talents and education ; whereas the Jaco- 
;| bins, though many of them were not devoid 
of natural abiUties, were, for the moft part, 
unlettered enthufiafts. The one had been 
educated in the fchool of French philofophy, 
and in the tenets of the encyclopedifts ; the 

(1) This laft title was ufually given them by their 
©pponents, 

(2) Befide thefe two great parties, there were indeed 
fome inferior faSions and fubdivifions ; but they were 
cither of no importance, or they arranged themfelves 
under the ftandards of the two principal parties, 
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other had learnt no other maxims than thofe 
which were liiggeiled by anarchy and bru- 
tal violence. In regard to morality, there 
was this only difference between them, that 
the Jacobins fet all honour and religion at 
Bpen defiance, while the Girondifts, who in 
their hearts poflefled as little of either, had 
acquired from their education the habit of 
concealing their lentiments, and of veiling 
their iniquity under the mafk of probity. 
The former were the Iconoclafts ; the latter, / / a^x 
the Jefuits of the revolution, / ^^^ 

Thefe two parties had divided the power 
of France fmce the depofition of the King, 
and had been engaged in one continual 
ftruggle for the fupreme afcendency. But 
on the fubied of the war with Ghreat Bri- 
tain and Holland they formed a perfed 
jundion, (s) and were animated with fimi- 

(3) " Les deux faflions fe reunirent, pour prendre 
fans reflexion, fans deliberation, fans difcuffion, fe 
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lar principles andfimilar defires. The mo- 
tives to this war, which have been affigned 
in the fourteenth chapter, operated equally 
on every member of the Convention, and 
tbe hope of ruining the ancient rival of 
France fmothered for a while their habitual 
^ 4^ janimofity; nay, fo completely unanimous 
^'h-^, \. IcN were the members r^f the Convention on 

■ \^ ■-..% h '\ - . . 

'^^ei \.^^?v,^ this occasion, that though feven members, 
out of the {cYtn hundred and fifty, had 
voted againft the war with Auftria, yet the 
war with Great Britain and Holland was 
decreed without 07ie dijfenting voice. (4) 
Equally remarfeable is it, that this union of 
the two parties was foon converted into the 
moft violent enmity ; for, no fooner did they 

particle plus violent et le plus t€tneraire.'*—Memoires 
de Dumouriez, tdm. i. p. 143, 

(4) On demande de toutes parts a aller aux volx, 
Le decret eft porte a Fiinafiimiu. --Monhtm 3d^ Feb. 

^793- 

find 
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find themfelves dilappointed in their expec- 
tations of the conqueft of Holland as a pre- 
paratory ftep to the conqueft of England ; 
no fooner had Dumouriez, inftead of car- 
rying all before him, as in the preceding 
campaign, been obliged, by the defeat at S^.^^*c^ 
Neerwinden, to abandon the Aiiftrian Ne- 
therlands, than they began to make each '^^''^''^% 



other the moft bitter reproaches. ^' Who "' ^^ /|J/ 



^^ was it that provoked the war ? the Anar- 
*' chyi$ alone;— j^t they lay the charge 
^' to our door," faid BriiTot in his addrefs 
to his conftituents. (5) And not only was 

(5) '* Qy^ ^^^^ ^ provoque cette guerre ? Les Anar^ 
thiftes feuhl Efcependant ils w^ttj en fonf un crime.*' 
Briffot a fes Commettaris, p. 71 •—Dumouriez like^ 
wife, though he had left the party of the Jacobins, 
fays of Briflbt fnd JLe Brun, " Ils ont, Tun et I'autre, 
provoque la declaration de guerre contre rAngletcrre t% 
la Hollande." Vie de Dumouriez, torn. iii. p. 38^. 
He does not, however, confine the blame to the Gi- 
rondifts alone, for he afciibes an equal fhare of it to 
the Jacobins. " Quant a Briflbt, il profitait de Tpcca* 
T 4 fion. 
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the acculation reciprocal, but the means 
which each party adopted to render the 
other, odious to the nation, in confequence 
\ u.; tyMherdeclaration ofSvarrwere equal. Fot ^ 
-^vC\\\ Briflbt aflerted that the Anarchifts or Jaco- 
bins were inftruments in the hands of fo- 
reign powers, (6) while the fame ridiculous 
charge was laid by the Anarchifts to Brif- 
ibt, (7) But as the Girondifts, through 

Tion, pour infulter, eomme a fon ordinaire, les rois et 
les ^ieuples ; en quoi il etait Men feconde par Barren^ 
et par le parti des Jacobins.'^ — Memoires de Dumovi- 
riez, torn. i. p. 143. 

(6) He calls them (A fes Gommettans, p. 58) ces 
meneurs, qui fciemment ou infciemment etaient les 
injirumens des puijfances etrangeres, 

(7) They gave him the title of AUie de Pitt. See 
what was faid on this fubjefl in Ch. i. Note 6. — In 
fa£l the two parties were fp liberal in the application 
of thefe titles, that even the monfter Robefpierre was 
called a Royaliji ; for a philippic publiflied by Louvet, 
who was of the Gironde party, was entitled, A Maxi- 
milien Robefpierre et a fes Royalijies. 

caufes 
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caufe which it would be foreign to the 
prefent hiftory to inveftigate, (8) were iboa 



x- 



{8} The author of a popular pamphlet, publiflied /y / ^"^ 
in the year 1797, afcribes, with his ufual accuracy, ( /v /"^ 
the fall of Briflbt, and the afcendency of Robefpierre, 
to the part which Briflbt took in the declaration of hof- 
tilities, a part which this author himfelf cannot deny, 
though he endeavours to palliate it by faying, ** the 
^* part that evtn Briflbt, &c." He had probably never 
heard that Robefpierre voted for the war with Eng- 
gland, as well as Briflbt ; that in this refpeft, there- 
fore, they vi^x^ perfeBly equal; and, confequently, that 
the fall of the one, and the afcendency of the other, 
muft be owing to fome other caufe. He had heard, pro- 
bably, the exclamations of the vi<Siorious party alone, 
which overwhelmed the exclamations of the con- 
quered party ; not becaufe they had a greater (hare of 
Juftice on their fide, but merely becaufe they were 
viSorious. A minute inveftigation of the caufes, 
which gave the Jacobins the advantage over the Gi- 
rondifts, lies, as already obferved, without the liaiits 
of the prefent hiftory ; but, perhaps, it will not be 
fuperfluous, curforily to remark, that the two following 
were the principal. Firft, the wavering and incon- 

Cflent 
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overpowered by the opposite party, it was 
the natural cbnfequence that they alone 



V- 






fiften.t conduS of the Girondifts on the trial of the^ 

King; fo^j though the principal members of this 

\ party voted, with only one or two exceptions, for his 

^^;; death, they infifted that, before he was executed, the 

/ fentence fhould be confirmed by the primary affem- 

/ ; blies. But in this attempt they failed, and thus they 

/ gave the advantage out of their own hands, of which 

the Jacobins, who were conftjlent in their infamy, and 

expofed, therefore, no weak fide to their adverfaries^ 

knew how to make a proper ufe ; for, in a ftruggle be- 

'■■■■4 . . • . ' 

\ tween two unprincipled parties, that party which goes 
■r the greateft length will generally fucceed. The other 
\- grand caufe of the afcendency of the Jacobins was^ 
^. their almoft unlimited influence at the beginning of 
the year 1753 over the feftions of the city of Paris, 
•whi<:h at that time were veiled with fo much power, 
V.^^ that the party fupported by them was certain of go- 
verning the whole nation. This influence the Jaco- 
bins acquired partly by their intrigues, which enabled 
them to fill the principal offices in the fedions w^ith. 
their own creatures, and partly by the fyftem of ter- 
forifm, in which the Federates, as they were called, 

rendered 
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iuffered for the common crime (9) ; and 
Briflbt, with his allbciates, ended his life on 

rendered them effential fervice. Prepared in this 
manner, the Jacobins found no difBculty, in the fpring 
of I793> of overthrowing their adverfaries, even on 
the moft futile pretext. But caufe and pretext are ( 
very frequently confounded by fuperficial obfervers, -i; 
efpecially if he who.ufes the pretext is fuccefs- 
ful. It is not extraordinary, therefore, that, during 
the long reign of Robefpierrc and his afTociates, the 
notion that they were innocent in regard to the war 
with England was gradually propagated, and adopted 
by fuperficial writers, who knew not that the war was c^ ^. 
undnimoitfly decreed. On the other hand it muft be 
admitted, that Oppofition writers act with perfect "^ 
confiftency, in endeavouring to remove the blame of "/ 
the war from any party in France ; becaufe if they ^->r 
could fucceed in the attempt, they would find it fo 
much the more eafy to transfer the blame to the Bri- 
ti(h Government. ; ^ 

(9) When the Jacobins brought Briflbt with his af- 
fociates to the bar, one of the principal charges laid t^ 
him was, that he had involved France in a war with Eng^ 
land\ to which Briflbt very properly replied, // was 
the JJfembly of the Nation, not /, who decreed the war. 

See 
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the icafFold, while Robefpierre and his ac- 
compUces afcended the throne. ( 1 o) Which 
of the two parties was mplk deferving of 
the guillotine it is unneceflfary at prefent to 
examine : but thus much at leaft is obvious, 
that the reciprocal accufation of having in- 
volved France in a war with Britain, is a ta- 
cit acknowledgment from both parties, that 
not to the Britifli, but to the French Go- 
vernment alone its origin muft be affigned. 

The propofal of it in the Convention fell 
to the lot of Briflbt ; not becaufe BrilTot 
was more inclined to a war with England 
than Robefpierre, but folely becaufe Briflbt 
happened to be at that time the orator 
of the Diplomatic Committee, and of the 

See the Moniteur, 0<3ober 27th, I793» Supple- 
iTient, 2de. feuille. But this argument could not pre- 
vail againft the jus fortioris. 

(10) Committunt eadem diverfo crimina fato ; 

Ille crucem fceletis pretium tulit, hie diadema, 
'j\/W&i^I^S^-^ ioA* ' Com- 
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Committee of General Defence, which two y/ 
united Committees the National Conven- 
tion on the 30th of January had ordered to 
prefent within two days a report relative to 
Great Britain, (ll) or, as the Committees 
well underftood, to propofe a declaration of 
war. Aad it cannot be denied, that the 
orator of the Committees executed his com- 
miffion with fidelity ; for his whole fpeech 
contained one continued inventive againft 
the Britifli Government, which undoubt- 
edly gratified the ears of the whole Aflem- 
bly. ( 1 2) As foon as he had ended his fpeech, 

(11) Moniteur, 31ft January 1793* 

(12) His fpeech is printed at full length in the 
Moniteur, 2d February, 1793. The following paffage 
may ferve as a fpecimen. ** La nation Anglaife unc 
fois eclairee par notre exemple, fera juftice audi de 
fes cotjfpiraieurs en place. La comedie de Tcternel 
proces de Haftings ne fe renouvellera plus, et le«^ 
echafFauds ferviront encore une fois aux Straffords et 
aux Lauds du regime afluel, comvne zsxx Jimples hri^ 
gands.'* But unfortunateljr^foi" this AUis de Pitt^ who. 

"'/ • '-^'^•^■^^'^^^:■'■■'•4 ^^^ {pake '■ . 
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he completed the execution of his truft by 
propofing, in the name of the Committees^ 
a declaration of war againft Great Britain 
and Holland. Ducos feconded the mo- 
tion : (13) and, as no one in the whole Af- 
fembly fpake againft it^ the cry of vote, 
\ vote, rejfbunded from every quarter, and the 
; war was immediately decreed without one 
diffenting voice. (l4) Further, as the fa- 
vourite maxim of the French rulers, ^^ the 
*' governed muft be excited to rebel againft 
** their governors," never forfakes them, 
was voted, on the prcpofal of Fabre d'Eg- 
lantine, and on the recommendation of 
Barrere,, an addrefs to the Englifh nation, 

fpake fo refpedfuHy of his friends^^ the prophecy, like 
moft other prophecies of the French rulers, was ful- 
filled only in the prophet himfcl^ >-^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ 

,./■■ ' f "' 

(13) The fpeech of Ducos, which was delivered in 

the farse ftrain with that of BriiFot, is printed in the 

Mojilteur of the 3d of February. 

(14) See Note 4. 

which 
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which was ordered to be drawn up. by 
Barrere, Fabre d'Eglantine, Condorcet, and 
Thomas Paine. (l5) 

But as the real caufes of the war, which 
have been affigned in the fourteenth chap- 
ter, were not fuch as had juftice on their 
iide, it was deemed expedient to feek a "^ 
number of pretexts, which might palliate 
the aggreffion with the unthinking popu- 
lace, and furnifli their advocates with fo- 
phiftical arguments in their defence. Nor 
were their endeavours in this refpe6l unfuc- 
cefsful ; for they were fo fortunate as to 
difcover notlefs than eighteen pretexts, (l6) 
all of which, however, were of fiich a na- 
ture, that no rational Council of State, un- 
IdS .Plher^lciQtijres had operated, would have 
been induced by thenfc^ a declaration 4f 
war. The firft article is of general import^ 

(15) Moniteur, 3d February 1793, 

{i6j lb. 

and 
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and .Gontains the charge^ that the Bntifh 
Government, after the loth Augufl 1 792^ 
had given many indications of being ill-af~ 
fedltd toward Francel^ndTlnrthe^even-^ 
teen following articles the particular adions 
are fpecified;, chiefly in chronological order^, 
in which this evil difpofition was fuppofed 
to have difplayed itfelf. (17) Thefe feven- 
tzzxL articles^ therefore, mud be particularlj 
examined* 

The firft of them relatea to the recall of 
the Britilh Ambaflador from Paris on the 
17th of Anguft : but this charge has been 
already repelled in the ninth chapter. In 
the fecond article is afferted, that the Bri- 

(17) It is to be obferved^ that even the fophiftry of 
the National Convention was unable to difcover any 
pretext for accufing the Britifti Gove rament, before 
the roth of Augnft, 1792, whence it appears that the 
advocates of the French have gone ftill greater lengths 
than their clients themfelves. . - 

tilh 

Hosted bv Google 



CH. XVI*] of Great Britain and France. 297 

tifli Government had, ever fince the 10th 
of Augiift, fufpended all communication 
v/ith Mr. Chauvelin. Now this charge is 
abfolutely falfe, as is evinced by the nego- 
ciation defcribed in the thirteenth chapter. 
It vv^as' only official communication with 
Mr. Chauvelin which had been fufpended^ 
of which the fault had not lain with the 
Britilli Government ; for it was the depo- 
fition of the King of France which rendered 
Mr. Chauvelin's former credentials of no 
value, and it was not before the 1 7th of Ja- 
nuary, when the queftion of war or peace 
was already decided, that he had even of- 
fered to produce new credentials. The 
third and fourth articles relate to the re- 
fufal of the Britifh Government, to ac- 
knowledge the French Hepublic in the 
perfon of Mr. Chauvelin, a refusal which 
has been already juftified in the preceding 
chapter. In the fifth, fixth, feventh, and 
eighth articles, complaints are made abo)it 
Vol, IL U the 
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th€ a6ls of parliament, mentioned at the 
end of the eleventh chapter, where it has 
likewife been Ihewn that thofe complaints 
are ungrounded. In the . ninth article the 
Britifli Government is accufed of having 
given a reception to French emigrants, as 
if hofpitality to perfons in diftrefs were a 
crime. And this charge, in another refpeil, 
ill became thofe who had not only from 
the very commencement of the French 
Revolution uniformly encouraged and cor- 
refporided with the difaffeAed party in 
England, (l 8) but on the 28th of No- 
vember had received;, with every mark of 
friendlhip and every token of applaufe, the 
addrefles of thofe ibcieties, who on that day 
fignified their intention of overturning the 
Britlfh Conftitution. Befides, whatever 
might be the private views of the French 

(i8) See the documents on this fubjeft in Riving- 
ton's Annual Regifter for 1793, Part. II. p. 128— 
. 155. The firft has fo early a date as Nov. 4, 1789. 

emigrants, 
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emigrants, who were permitted to refide in 
England, it is a known faft that they were 
not permitted to aA an open part, or to af- 
fembie in a military corps, till after the de- 
claration of war : whereas the French Exe- 
cutive Council had not only already formed 
the Dutch patriots, to the amount of ten 
thouland, into a feparate legion, but had 
placed them on the frontiers of Holland, as 
a preparatory ftep to its invafipn. It re- 
quired, therefore, more than ufiial audacity, 
to accufe the Britifh Government of having 
granted an afylum to the French emigrants. 
Another charge in the ninth article relates 
to the emigrants from theifland of St. Do- 
mingo. Now it is undoubtedly true> that 
even before the clofe of 1791, a great part 
of the French c0lonifts in the ifland of St. 
Domingo, highly diflatisfied with the con- 
dud: of the National Affembly, to which 
they juftly afcribed the inliirreifticni of the 
negroes, fincerely wiflied to iiibmit the co- 
U 2 lony 
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anly to the cfoWti of Britain, and that fe- 

veral of the colonics came to London, with 

the view of inducing Minifters to fend out 

an armament and take poffeffion of the 

country* But equally certain is it, that the 

Britilh Governmerit, true to the principles 

of neutrality, which it had determined to^ 

maintain, rejedled the offer, and that no 

attention was paid to the colonifts till after 

war had been declared. (iQ) Its upright 

condud:, therefore, delerved not the cenfure, 

but the thanks of the National Conven- 

{19) The words of Mr. Bryan Edwards, whofe au- 
thority on this fubjeft is not to be queftioned, and 
who certainly cannot be accufed of an unjuft parti- 
ality in favour of Adminiftration, are as follow : " To • 
" thefe reprefentations no attention at that time wai 
<* given ; but at length, after the National Aflfembly 
" had thought proper to declare war againft Great 
<V Britain, tht En§\fk MinVixy hgan to liften with 
** fbme decree of complacency to the overtures, which 
** were again inade." * Hiftorical Survey of St. Do- 
tningo, p. 140. 

tion. 
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tion. (20) The three following articles re^ 
late to the naval preparations in England, 
the neceffity of which has been fo fully de- 
monftrated in the eleventh chapter, that it 
would be a wafte of time to lay any thing 
further on the lubjeft. They contain alfo 
a complaint, that certain friends in England 
were ill treated by the Government. Now, 
though it cannot be denied, that the mea- 
fures taken by the Britifli Government to 
counteraA the machinations of thofe who 
a6led in concert with the National Conven- 
tion, neceifarily gave offence to that venera- 
able body, yet in converting thofe meafures 
into a iubje<9: of complaint, it really outdid 
its ti/iial outdoings. In the thirteenth arti- . 
cle a complaint was made about the Eng- 
lifli fliips which had been fent to Flufhing 
at the beginning of January : and it was 

(20) This is not the only inftance in which the in- 
tegrity of the Britifti Cabinet has been ftrangely 
abufedi and that not by the French alone. 

17 3 made 

Hosted by Google 



302 Hijlory of the Politicks [cEf. xvi. 

made under the pretence that thofe ftiips 
had been fent '' to difturb the operations 
of France in Belgia/' (21) But it has been 
ihewn In the preceding chapter, (22) that 
the objedl of the fquadron was merely to 
ad: on the defenfive, and, in cafe of an at- 
tack on the part of France, to proted the 
coaft of Zealand. The prefence of this 
fquadron was likewife abfolutely neceflary ; 
for on the loth of January the attack on 
Zealand had been already ordered by the 
Executive Council, but was abandoned in 
confequence of the obftacles which this 
very fquadron prefented to the undertak- 
ing. (23) The charge, therefore, brought 
in the thirteenth article is totally without ^ 

(ai) Pour troubler les operations dc la France daa$ 
la Belgique. 

(22) Note 41. 

(23) See Miranda's letter on this fubjeft quoted i^ 
Ch. XV. Note 46. 

foundation, 
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foundation. (24) The fourteenth article re- 
lates to the difrhiflion of Mr. Chauvelin, ^ 

(24) A celebrated Oppofition writer has objeded to 
the afliftancefent to the Dutch, on another %xo\xwdiy 
namely, that it was fcnt without being previpufly re- 
quefted by the Dutch Government. Npw whether 
Baron Nagel, the Dutch Ambaffador in London, for- 
mally demanded of Lord Grenville the fuccour ftipu- 
lated by the treaty of 1788, is a queftion which I 
cannot determine by official documents, as the com- 
munications which pafled between Lord Grenville 
and Baron Nagel have never been laid before the pub- 
lic : though I have been informed from very good au* 
thority, that the Dutch Ambaffador really did make 
the demand, but requefted that it might be kept a fe- 
cret, left the bare a£l of concerting meafures of de- 
fence fliould bedJftorted by the National Convention 
into a combination ogainft France, and thus expofe 
the Dutch to a ftill greater danger than that with which 
they were already threatened, when the demand was 
made : and that the Dutch Government, whofe pre- 
fervation depended on the co-operation of England, 
really did make the demand is fo highly probable in 
itfelf, that it feems to be unneceffary to attempt ,a 
proof of it. Be this, however, as it may, it is cer- 
y 4 tain 
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fubjeA which has been fully difcuffed in the 
preceding chapter, where it has been proved, 

lain Jhat theStatesJjeneraLhadfjormalLy declared to 
the Britifti Ambaflador at the Hague on the i6th of 
November, 1792, that nothing could more effe finally 
conduce to the happinefs and mutual interejls of the two 
nations J than the continuance of that intimate union which 
had been ejiablijhed between them: and equally certain is 
it,-that fourteen days afterward they formally pro- 
tefted againft the opening of the Scheldt. See Ch. ix. 
After thefe declarations the States General might cer- 
tainly expeS, that, as foon as the United Provinces 
were in real danger of an invafion, the Britifli Govern- 
ment would fulfil its duty to its ally, w^ithout being 
further reminded of it: and no one can deny, that 
when theJquadron in queftion, which was the fiift 
fuccour fent to the Dutch, arrived off the coaft of 
Zealand, that provfnce was threatened with very im- 
minent danger. Further, that the arrival of the Bri- 
tifh (hips was agreeable to the defire (whether formally 
expreffed or not), of the States General, is evident 
from the circumftance, that Dutch (hips of war were 
ordered to join them. See Ch. xv. Note 41. And 
this very jundion was made a fubjed of complaint 
againft the Stadtholder in the National Convention, 

when 
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that though it may find a place in a view of 
the pretexts for the war, it can have no place 

when war was declared againft Great Britain and Hol- 
land. See the Moniteur, 3d February, 1793. Laftlj, 
after the war was openly declared, and the States Ge- 
neral had ceafed to be under the influence of the mo- 
tive alleged above, they declared to the whole world, 
in an official note prefented to Lord Auckland on the 
20th of March, their fincere defire that the Briti/h 
Government would make //?//> caufe its own. The - 
notion, therefore, that we affifted the Dutch without 
being defired to do fo, is ungrounded. 

But fuppofe, for the fake of argument, it were true, 
that the States General had neither direftly nor indi- 
re£lly, neither on the i6th of November nor at any 
othjer time, fignified adcfire of afliftance, yet the pro^ 
teftion of Holland *ras a duty which Great Britain 
owed to itfelf, if not to its ally. When two houfes 
are fo connefted, that the one cannot be deftroyed 
without endangering the fall of the other, arid the 
mafter of the latter, while his neighbour is afleep, 
fees an enemy approaching to deftroy the houfe of the 
former, he would certainly be confidered as a down- 
right idiot if he determined to wail till his neighbour 

awakened 
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in a view of the caufes of it* In the fif- 
teenth article, the Britifh Government is ac- 
cufed of an attachment to the traitor, as he 
ia there called, touis XVI, and of Having 
given orders, immediately after his execu- 
tion, to augment the preparations both by 
fea and by land. Now of the attachment to 
Louis XVI, it has been fhewn in the pre- 
ceding chapter that the Britifh Government 
remained perfeftly neutral, that it did not 
even intercede for him, and that it took no 
other part than that which every honeft 

awakened and demanded affiftance. Nothing, there- 
fore, could be more abfurd than the reproach made to 
the Britilh Government of having fent fuccour to the 
Dutch, even if the premifes on which the reproach is 
founded were true. Be fides, what (hews the incon- 
fiftency of the Oppofition party on the 15th of March, 
1793, in a debate relative to the fuccour by land, 
which was not fent till after the declaration of war, 
I it was objefled to Minifters, that the meafures for the 
\ defence of Holland were not taken fooner. See the 
New Annual Regifter for 1793, Britilh and Foreign 

Hiftory, p. 75. 

man 
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man muft take in the caufe of an innocent 
fuffierer. And' \xx regard to the augmenta- 
tion of the miUtary preparations which was 
ordered in the latter part of January, it was 
the neceflary reiult of the refufal which 
had been made by the Executive Council, 
to accept the conditions of peace propofed 
by the Britifli Government. In the iix- 
teenth article the Britifli Government is 
accufed of having entered into a treaty of 
alliance with the Emperor, • during the I 
month of January which was juft elapled. ^ 
But this charge is abfolutely falfe ; for iince ' 
the loth of Auguft, 1790, two years and a 
half therefore before the declaration of' 
war. Great Britain had made no treaty 
whatfoever with Auftria; and even that 
treaty was nothing more than a Convention 
relative not to France but to the Auftrian 
Netherlands. (2b) In the interval, which | . 

{25) Marten's Receuil des Principaux Traitfe, 

elapfed 
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elapfed between the loth of Auguft, 1790, 
and the 1 ft of February, 1793, not even a 
forged treaty between England and Auftria 
has ever been produced, though the hiftory 
of the laft ten years furniftics many exam- 
ples of the kind : nor is it poffible that 
the genuine treaty, had any fuch exifted, 
Ihould have remained to this very hour a 
profound fecret. But what puts the mat- 
ter out of all doubt is the pofitive declara- 
tion of Lord Grenville in the Houfe of 
Lords; and of Mr. Pitt and Mr. D.undas in 
the Houfe of Commons, on the 12th of 
February, 1793, who, in confequence of the 
charge brought by the National Conven- 
tion, were called upon to explain them- 
felves, and all three folemnly declared that 
no fuch treaty exifted. (26) The feven- . 
teenth and laft article contains a falfehood 
which is equally grofs with the preceding : 

^26) See the Pariiamentary Debates of that day. 

for 
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for it is there faid that the Britifli Govern-* 
ment had draw^n the Stadtholder into a co- 
aUtion againil France, {p.']^ Now^ it is true 
that the Britilh Government a<9:ed in con- 
cert with the Government of Holland : but 
it has been fo fully demonftrated, that all 
its meafures were purely defenfive, that it 
would be an affront to the reader to add 
another iyllable on the fubjed:. 

The Hiftory of the Politicks of Great Bri- 
tain and France^ from the time of the con- 
ference at Pillnitz to the declaration of war 
againft Great Britain, is now brought to a 
conclufion. The principles and the condu(5l 
of the two Governments, during this im- 

(27) This charge has been echoed even in England 
by a well-known Oppofition writer, who has ventured 
to aflert, that ^^ .we involved Holland in all the horrors 
of war." — If by we he means the Britiflb Goverij- )/ 
ment, the aiTertion is confuted by every page of the 

prcfenthiftory. 

portant 
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portaint and decifive period, have beeri de-^ 
Hneated with him>rrcal accuracy; the repre-^ 
fentation has beeri every where founded on 
authentic documents, and every aflertion 
has been fupported by unqueftionable tefti- 
mony. Iri the narration of the manifold 
events, ftridl attention has been paid to the 
order of time; the relation between caufe 
and efFeft has been thus uniformly pre- 
lerved, and hence every aftion has been 
traced up to its real fource. Nothing of 
the leafl: importance, whether favoijrable 
or unfavourable to either party, has been 
omitted : no faft, however difadvantageous 
t0 the Britiih Cabinet it might appear, 
when confiderdd by itfcK has becii fup- 
prefled^ and on the other hand, every thing 
which, uiider the fame circumftances, ap- 
pears advantageous to the French rulers^ has 
been fcrupuloufly obferved. Confequently> 
the meafures adopted by the two parties 

being 
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being completely reprcfented, and placed as 
it were in parallel, they appear in their true 
light* Laftly, the account which has 
been given both of the adions and the de- 
clarations of the French rulers, has not been 
derived from a lecond-hand fource/ but has 
hztn Immediately taken from their own writ- 
ings, and their own official journals, from 
which there lies no appeal. Nothing, 
therefore, now remains than to bring: the ^/ 
heads of the preceding hiftory, of which 
the vouchers have been already given into 
one view, in order to enable the public to 
decide with greater facility on the grand 
queftion : Who wxre the aggreflbrs. ? 

1. In the celebrated conference at Pill- 
nitzinAuguft, I7gi, the Britifh Govern- 
ment took not the moft diftantpart: and 
if any treaty w^as concluded there, which is 
itfelf a matter of great doubt, the Britilh 

Govem- 
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Government not oiily nevet acceded to it, 
but was never apprifed even of its contents. 
Further, when the Britilh Government was 
requefted in 179 1 to join a coalition againft 
France, it gave a pofitive and unequivocal 
refufal. (28) 

2. Toward the elofe of the fame year the 
valuable colony of St. Domingo was pre- 
ferved to France by the timely affiftance 
fent by Lord Effingham, then Governor of 
Jamaica; and the Britilh Cabinet fignified 
through its Ambaffador at Paris to the 
French Government, that it fully approved 
of Lord Effingham's condud. At the fame 
time, true to the ftrideft principles of ho- 
nour and neutrality, it refofed the advan- 
tageous offer made by the French colonifts, 
who were highly diflatisfied with the Na- 
tional Affembly, to furrender the French 

(28) Ch. i. 

part 
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part of St. Domingo to the Crown of Bri- 
tain. And thefe ad:s of generofity were re-^ 
paid by France with the utmoft ingrati- 
tude. (29) 

3. When Louis XVI. formally accepted 
the new conftitution, in September^ 1791> 
and fent circular letters to the different 
Courts of Europe lignifying his affent, the 
Court of Great Britain was one of the firft 
which returned an anfwer • and the anfwer 
was couched in very refpedful terms, where- 
as fome other courts either did not anfwer at 
all> or in a manner difpleafing to the Na- 
tional Aflembly. Yet, on the other hand, 
an event took place about this very time, 
which Ihewed how very little the National 
A^mbly cared about the neutrality of Great 
Britairi. (30) 

(29} Ch. ii. 
(30) Ch* iiL 

VoL.lL X 4. When 
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4. WheR, Parliament ailemfeled m Ja- 
nuary-, 1 702, the Britifli Cabiiaet was to far 
from difplaying any hoffeile views, that it 
w^as propofed, in his Majefty's l^eeeh, tO' 
make an immediate reduftion of the forces 
feotll by fea and by land. Th^ liujAnber of fea- 
men and marines, to be employed that year, 
was accordingly dimibiflled to iixte-en thou- 
fand: it was determined that the Keffian 
fubfidy, which then' expired, jEhould not be 
renewed : the BMtfli knd forces w^er# like- 
wife reduced : and taxes to the amount of 
two hundred tlioufand pounds were abo- 
liihed. Yet iat this very ti^me the National 
Affembly took meafures for a vciry condSder- 
able augmentation of the French marine ;; 
meafures w^hich, had they been taken ini 
England, would have been reprefented m 
France as acts of hoftiHty. But our IVRm^ 
fters did notfufFer tliemfelves to be difturbcdl 
in their lyftcm of neutrality. (3l) 

5. After 
(31) eiuiv. 
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5. After France had declared war againft 
Auftria, on the 26th of April, 1792, the 
Britlfh Government proved, both by its ac-^ 
tions and declarations, that it was deter-- 
mined to remain neutral in the conteft be- 
tween the two powers. The French Minif- 
ter in London, Chauvelin, fent official in- 
formation, on the 28 th of April, to his Court, 
that the Britifli Cabinet was refolved to pre- 
ferve neutrality: and, on the ift of May, 
the King of France wrote a letter of thanks 
to his Britannic Majefly, and acknowledged 
his obligations for the refufal to join thecoa*- 
iition. On the 15th of May, Mr. Qiauve- 
Im delivered a note, in which, after an at- 
tempt at ajuftificationvj)f the National Af^ 
fembly in declaring war againft Auftria, the 
Britifh Government was requefted to forbid 
all Britifh fubjecfts to accept of commiffions 
from any power which was hoftile to France^ 
This requeft was pundualiy complied with, 

X 2 and 
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and a Royal proclamation to that pu|*pofe was 
iffued on the 25th of May. At this friendly 
conduft the French Government again ex- 
prefled its fatisfaftion. (32) ^ - *^w r 

r, 6. The proclamation of the 21 ft of May 
was a mere matter of national police, which 
the machinations then at work to over- 
turn the Britifh Conftltution rendered ab- 
fplutely neceflary : it contained nothing 
which could give the leaft offence to the 
French Government, which was not even 
named in it : it contained no indications 
whatfoever of a hoftile dilpofition to that 
country : nor did any fiich thought occur to 
the French Government, but, on the coni^ 
trary, not only Mr. Chauvelin, in a note 
which he delivered three weeks afterward, 
but Le Brun himfelf, in the name even of 
the new governnient, in the month of Au^ 
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guft, teftified his convidion of the friendly 
difpofition and conduft of the Britifh Ca- 
binet toward France. (33) 

7- When the Britiih Cabinet, on July 8, 
in anfwer to the propofalto ad as mediator 
between France and the other Belligerent 
Powers, replied, that it could not do fo, un- 
lefs the mediation were requefted hy all the 
parties concerned, the refufal was fo far from 
indicating a dilpofition to hoftilities, that it 
proved the very reverfe : and this is confirm- 
ed by Mr. Chauvelin's acknowledgment in 
his letter of July 1 7, and by the acknowledg- 
ment of Le Brun, in his note to Lord Gower. 
Befides, the mediation was requefted in the 
name of the King of France, at a time when 
his authority was expiring : and though he 
was not formally depofed before the 10 th of 
Auguft, yet the events of the 20th of June 

(33) Ch.vi. 

X 3 had 
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had transferred the whole po\ver of France^ 
exedutive as well as leglflative, to the Na- 
tional Affembly: and this affembly was fo 
far from being folicitous for peace, as certain 
perfons have very falfely, and very artfully^ 
aflerted, in order to throw the blame of the 
war on the Britifh Government> that it was 
determined, at all events, to ptofecute the 
W3ir.(34) 

8»~ When an alarm was fpread in France, 
in J\ily, 17Q2, in confequence of the failing 
of five fliips of the line, and a few frigates, 
from Portfmouth, naerely to perform naval 
evolutions in the channel, Mr. Chaiivelixi 
ientft note to his own Government, in which 
he teftified the pacific diipofitions of the 
Britifli Cabinet, and even complained of the 
&lfe notions Which were entertahied on this 
fobjedl. On the 4th of Auguft, Mr. Chaur 

(34) Ch. vii. 

velin's 

Hosted by Google 



cit. xvi.3 of Great 'Britahi and France. 91 

telin s notfe was read in the National Aflem- 
bly : ^^d it was declated that Mr. Ghauv«- 
lin*s teftimony to the pacific difpofitions of 
thi^ Britifli Cabinet wa^ fatisfaftory . (35) 

9. The recall of the -Britilh AHabaflad&r 
from Paris, after the King had been de^ 
thronedi was no breach oi neutrality toward 
France, either in itfdf, or in the manner ia 
which it was coududed, As he had been ac- 
credited to the King, his letters of credence 
were become ufdc& : , and before a new di- 
plomatic eontiexioia €ould be formed, it was 
neceflary flrft to know who was to govern 
France in future. But, at that time, all an- 
thorities w^ere organized only provifionally : p/r-^^t/ rurt^ 
and, during the ftruggle of contending par- ^' * - '' 
ties, it was moft confiftent with the prin- 
ciples of neutrality to await the iflue of it* 
Befides, the letter of recall was couched in 

(35) Ch. viiu 

X 4 fuch 
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fuch pacific and friendly terms, that Le Briii* 
openly teftified his approbation of it, and de^ 
claredj, in the National Aflembly, that the 
British AmbaiTador had left a fatisfa<3;ory tef-^ 
timony of the difpofitions of his court. The 
pacific difpofition of the Britifli Court was 
further evinced by the decifive rejedion of 
the invitation which was made at that very 
time, as it had been already in the preceding 
year, to join the coalition. (36) But that 
the Provifional E:??ecutive Council might riot 
be wanting in etiquette ; it immediately dif- 
p^tchcd Mr. Noel vy^ith an order to Mr. 
Chauvelin to return to Paris. Mr. Chau- 
velin^j however, obtained a revocation of the 
order, in cpnfequence of his making the fol* 
lowing remonftrance ; ^^ that he was per-? 
*^ feiftly vvell with Mr. Fox, apd fome other 
members pf Pppofition, p,nd that it would 
not be prudent in Frc^nce to lofe the fruits of 

(36) Gh. ix, 

his 
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liblabolirs with' thefe gentlemen, and their 
fubfequent fervices, for^ vain form of diplb^ 
matic etiquette." (a7) 

10. In the, month of November, 17Q2, 
after the Dutchy of Savoy, the Auftriaii Ne^ 
therlands, and a part of Germiany, had been 
conquered, the French rulers threw off the 
malk, and declared to the whole world the 
revolutionizing fyftem which they had hi- 
therto 6nly followed in the dark. Not only 
was it decreed, on the IQth of November, 
that all nations which chofe to rebel againft 
their governments Ihould receive affiftancc 
from France, but, on the 28th of November, 
when deputies from certain Britifh focieties 
appeared at the bar of the National Conven- 
tion, and fignified tbeir intention of over- 
turning the Britifh Conftitution, they were 
Received with applaufe from the whole Af- 

" (37) Ch. xili. Note 34. 

fembly. 
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fembly, and were aflured by the Prefident 
feimfelf, that the period was aot fair 4iA^tit, 
when Frenchmen would come to congratu- 
late the National Convention of Great Bri- 
tain. After this declaration, it ought no 
longer to be a queftion : Who were the ag- 
grefibrs ? Further, toward the clofe of the 
year 1702, England was overrun with French 
cmiffaries, who were engaged in the plot for 
the overthrown of the Britilh Conftitution, 
and were fupplied, for that purpofe, with 
immenfe fums from- the French Govern- 
ment. A confiderable fleet alfo was fitted 
out in France three months before Great 
Britain even began to- arm, (38) 

1 1. When the Britifti Parliament aiTem- 
blcd in the month of December, in confe- 
quence of the danger with which the coun- 
try w as threatened from France, all the mea- 



(38} Ch. X. 
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fures which were taken were purely dcfen- 
five : and a war might have ealily been 
avoided, had it been the will of the National 
Gonvention, and of the Executive Coun- 
cil. (39) 

- 12. While meafures were taking in Great 
Britain, in order to ward off the danger 
with which it was already threatened, the 
rulers of France continued to augment that 
danger : and, by a new feries of injuries and 
infults proved their determination to engage 
in a war with Great Britain and Holland. 
By the decree of December 15, war was de- 
clared, not only on all' kings, but on all na- 
tions, which refufed to take up arms againft 
them : and this decree, with that of Novem- 
ber 19, was, in various ways, applied to 
Great Britain in particular. The Minifter 
for Foreign Affairs threatened, in the Na- 

(Z9) Gh. xi. 
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tional Convention, an appeal to the Britilh 
Nation, and the Marine Minifter publicklj 
proclaimed the defign of a landing in Britain 
with fifty thonfand caps of Hberty. A new 
and very confiderable addition was ordered 
to be made to the French lliips already in 
commiffion, with the avowed view of a^fting 
againft Great Britain: and, before the middle 
of January, the order was figned for the 
aftual invafion of Holland. (40) 

1 3. In the diplomatic communications be- 
tween Great Britain and France, the Britifli 
Minifters difplayed no unwillingnefs to ne^ 
gotiate : and, though no negotiation could 
be confideredat that time as ftridly official, 
Mr. Chauvelin s credentials having been re- 
ceived from the depofed King of France, yet 
he was aflured by Lord Grenville, that out- 
ward forms would be no hinderance to his 

(40) Ch. xii. 

Britannic 
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Britannic Majefty, whenever the queftion re- 
lated to explanations which might be fatis- 
factory and beneficial to both parties. Mr. . 
Pitt, likewife, in a conference which he had 
with Mr.\Maret, expreffed his readinefs to 
negotiate with Mr. Maret as a confidential 
perfon of the French Executive Council ; 
but this Council not only refufed to grant in- 
ftruftions to Mr. Maret, but forbad him even 
to converfe with Mr, Pitt on political fiib- 
jecftsv When the negotiation was conduced 
between Lord Grenville and Mr. Chauvelin, 
the notes which were delivered, on the part 
of the French Government, were fb far from 
containing fa,tisfad:ory explanations, that a 
firm refolution was avowed in them of con- 
tinuing thofe very aggreflions of v/hich the 
Britilh Government complained. And when, 
notwithftanding this avowal, the Executive 
Council cjtid^avoured, by all the arts of fo- 
philby, to impofe a belief of its pacific in- 
teat|Qii§, its ^diojnis uniformly contradifted 
,, ... -h »ts 
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its affertions. Nor was it afhamed to utter 
the moft folemn declarations, even with the 
confcioulhefs of their falfehood. Its whole 
I mode of conducing the negotiation, be- 
trayed as much infolence as hypocrify : and 
an appeal to the people of Grreat Britain was 
threatened in the very firft note. On the 
other hand, the conditions of peace, pro- 
pofcd by the Britifh Government, had no 
reference whatfoever to any particular form 
of government in France ; they related only 
to the external power of that country ; they 
were abfolutely neceflary for the falvation of 
Britain, and were fo far from being degrad- 
ing to France, that they required only an 
adherence to that principle which the re- 
publican rulers had repeatedly declared to be 
the bails of their lyftem of politicks. Thefe 
conditions were rejefted : a^d at the lame 
time it was announced, that, if the prepa* 
rations then making in the Brltilh jports 
(which had been ordered merely in felf-de- 

fence. 
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fence, and which could not be poflibly ftopt^ 
after the Executive Council had rejefted the 
conditions, which alone could iniure fafety 
to Great Britain) were ftill continued, a dc- \ 
claration of war would be the conlequence. 
It was no longer in the power, therefore, of 
the British Government to avoid a nmture 
with France* (4 1 ) 

14. A war with Great Britain had been 
relbived on in the French Cabinet, not only 
before the negotiation was ended, but even 
before it commenced : and the objefl: of 
the Executive Council was not to produce a 
reconciliation, but to amufe the J^itifh Go- 
vernment, and to deceive the nation, till the 
pkni, which ^ had been laid for the deftruc- 
tio^ of the Britifli empire, was fiilly ripe for 
execution. The mad ambition of the French 
nilers> their determination to extirpate all 



(41) Gh.xUL 
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Hngly gQyernments,and the confident expec- 
tation of infurredions in every part of Europe, 
aided by the necellity of finding employment 
for their turbident armies> were their motives 
to war in general : and their firm "belief, that 
the inhabitants of Great Britain were fo dif-^ 
affcd:edto their Government, that French af- 
fiftance would induce them to an immediate 
revolt; the inconfiderable number of troops at 
that time in Great B^-itain, in comparifon 
with thofe which could eafily be fpared from- 
France; the forward ftate of the French 
navy; the perfuafion that a landing on the 
Britilh coaft would be attended with no dif- 
ficulty; and the immenfe advantages ex- 
peded from the acquifition of the Britilh 
wealth, commerce and marine, in the pro- 
fecution of their conqueffcs on th^ conti- 
nent; all thefe motives, added to the in- 
nate defire of crufliing an ancient and for- 
midable, but at that time defpifed rival, in- 
duced 
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duced them to ^ war with Great Britain in 
particular. (42) 

15. The events of the laft fourteen days, 
before the declaration of war, cannot poffibly 
be nun^bered among the caufes of it, becauie 
the war was already determined. As to the 
negotiation, attempted by General Dumou- 
riez, it had no other objeft than to amuie 
the Britifli and Dutch governments a little 
longer : and, though both governments gave 
their confent to it, the National Convention 
refuled to await the iffue of it, and declared 
war unanimoully on Great Britain and Hol- 
land. (43) 

l6. The pretexts alleged by the National 
Convention, to juftify the declaration of hoA^ 

(42) Ch. xiv. 
(43j Ch. XV. 
Vol. II. Y tilities. 
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tilities, were either futile or falfe, or were 

events, which had not taken place, tiirafter 

a war with Great Britain and Holland had 

been refblved on. Laftly, though the two 

, great parties in France, the Girondifts and 

the Jacobins, formed a junction on the quef- 

, ' tion of a war with Great Britain: yet, as 

foon as they found that it did not anfwer 

their expeftations, they accufed each other 

of having been the authors' 'of it*. ' And this 

,,;%v. f* . niiituaLaccufation is a tacit acknowledgrnent 

from both parties, that the blame did not at 

tach to tHeBritilh Government; (44) 

After a ftatement of thefe premifes, all of 

^^ ^ r^ -v^iG^ have been proved in the^receding 

Hiftory by unanfwerable documents, every 

fhadqw of doubt rnuft be relxiwed in teg^^ 

to the origin of that war, which was^e^ 

"by the National Convention on the ifE of 

(4^) Ch. xvi. 

F.ebruaiy, 
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Februar}r, J 793. It was a war of aggreflion, 
of injury, and of inlult, on the part of France, 
as well in the motives which gave it birth, 
as in the open declaration of it : and, on the 
part of Britain, it was juft and neceflary, as 
being ftridly a war of felf-defence. r f^ ' . 
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APPENDIX. 

CONTAINING 

AKAIRAIMVB <)P THE ATTEMPTS MADE BY THE 
BRITliSH GOlf ERNMEKT TO RESTORE P»ACE, 



As the preceding Hiftory contains a fuU and 
imanfwerahle Proof that the War, which 
was declared againft Great Britain in Fe-^ 
Iruaryy 1 7©3, derived its Origin from the 
Frendh Gmfemment alone, a plain and im^. 
partial Statement of the Attempts, which 
have heen made to reftoreFeace, will equally 
pr&ve, that the Continuance of the War can 
no more he a/crihed to the Britijh Govern^ 
menty than the Commencement of it. 

A FTER hoftilities had continued three 

years, and the arms of Britain had 

been crowned by fea with as much fiioccfi 

Y3 as 
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as the arms of France had been by land/ the 
Britifli Government formed the refolution in 
February, 1 796, of making, at leaft, an at- 
tempt to reftore that peace, which the mad 
ambition of the French Convention had 
wantonly broken, (l) The period in queftion 

(i) It cannot be faid that the French, on their part, 
had made any attempt to reftore peace : for the note, 
figned by Le Brun on April 2, 1793* and delivered by 
a notary public to Lord Grenville (New Annual Regif- 
ter, 1793, Britifli and Foreign Hiftory, p. 98), was no- 
thing more than a new attempt to amufe and to deceive 
the Britifli Government, In this note Le Brun, who, 
in the negotiation condufted by Mr. Chauvelin, had 
difplayed the moft fliameful duplicity,' who had acknow- 
ledged to Dumouriez his refolution to pay not the leaft 
regard to that negotiation; who had refufed to await the 
iflue of the conference with Lord Auckland; and had, 
moreover, twice refufed to furnifli Mr* Maret with in- 
ftruSionsj.prefumed to notify to Lord Greville an in- 
tention of fending the fame Mr. Maret to London 
as a negotiator.' Now, ^ter the Britifli Minifters had 
been fo frequently and fo fliamefuUy deceived by Le 
Brun, they really muft have been deficient in conimon 
fcnfe, had they liftened to bis propofal of the 2d of 

April ; 
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was well adapted to the purpofe, if any thing 
fliort of irrefiftible force can induce the Di- 
reftory of the Great Nation to make a gene* 
ral peace : for the armies both of General Pi- 
chegru and of General Jourdan had been 
lately obliged to yield to the Imperial troops, 
at that time victorious ; Manheim had been 
retaken, the llippofed impregnable lines be- 
fore Mayntz had been forced, the right bank 
of the Rhine was again free, and Marfhal 
Clairfayt had advanced a confiderablc dif- 
tance on the other fide. The intelligence, 
that the Cape of Good Hope had furrendered 

April : and, after the irrefragable proofs of the hoftlle 
difpofition of the National Convention toward Great 
Britain, they muft have been ftruck with blindnefs, had 
they fuppofed that the Convention fincerely wifhed to 
live in peace and amity with Great Britain. But they 
clearly faw, that the only objeft of Le Brun's note was 
to gain time, as the invafion of Holland had already met 
with a confiderable check, and to fufpend the opera- 
tions of Great Britain, in order that it5* intended def- 
truSion might be completed at a more convenient op- 
portunity. 

Y4 to 
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to the Britifli arms was already known in 
Etitope ; Corfica was ftill in our polTeffion ; 
a British fleet commanded the Mediterra- 
nean ; and Buonaparte did not yet ftand at 
tile head of a vi<9:orious army in Italy. An 
armiftiGe of two months had been concluded 
between Auftria arid France, and thus a road 
had been opened, which, if the French Go- 
vernment had thought proper, might have 
led to a general peace. 

Of thefe apparently favourable circum- 
'ftanbes, the Eritifli Government refolved to 
avail itfelf ; but as it was firft neceflary to 
know whether France, on her part, was 
equally difpofed to peace, and as no dired: 
communication fubiifted between London 
and Paris, Mr. Wickham, Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary to the Swifs Cantons, was pre- 
vioufly commiffioned to demand of Mr. 
Blarthelemi, the French Minifterin Switzer- 
land, an anfwer to the following qufl:ions> 

which 
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wHich he did in a note dated the Sth of 
March. (2) ' 

!• ^^ Is there the difpofitlon in France to 
*^ open a negotiation with his Majefty and 
^^ his allies, for the re-eftablifliment of a ge- 
^^ neral peace upon juil and fuitable terms, 
^^ by fending^ for that purpofe, Minifters to 
^^ a congrefs, at fuch place as may hereafter 
^^ be agreed upon ? 

2. ^^ Would there be the difpolition to 
^^ communicate to the underligtied th© gene- 
^* ral grounds of a pacification, fuch as France 
^^ would be willing to propofe ; in order tha4: 

(2) Mr. Wickliam's note to Mr. Bartheiemi is 
printed, in the French originaJ, in the Monteur, aift 
April, 1 796, where Mr. Barthelemi's anfw^er U like- 
wife printed. The Englifli traiiflationj of ifuhlch a copy 
is here given, is that which Was publiflied by authority, 
together with the deejaratiaa of the 'Bxitifh Court, on 
April I o, 1796. 

'^.his 
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" his Majefty and his allies might thereupon 
^^ examine in concert, whether they are fuch 
^^ as might ferve as the foundation of a ne- 
*^ gotiation for peace \ 

3. " Or would there be a delire to pro- 
*^ pofe ^any other way whatever, for arriving 
^^ at the fame end, that of a general pacific 
^ cation? (3) 

(3) It has been objected to^ this note, that the word 
France was ufed inftead of French Government^ and that 
this language wa» adopted, in order to avoid a formal 
acknowledgment of the French republic. Now, as the 
republican rulers of France had not only been the ag- 
greffors, but had uniformly a£led with the utmoft info- 
lehce toward the Britifli, Government, we were cer- 
tainly not in fo diftreffed a fituation at the beginning of 
the year 1796, as to render it neceflary to acknowledge, 
formally, that hoftile republic, even before we knew 
whether its rulers would condefcend to make peace 
with usi When it is further faid, that the ufe of the 
word France was ii;n infult, we may obferve, that no- 
thing is more common, than to ufe the name of a coun- 
tryi where, in ftri&nefs, the government alone can be 

underftood* 
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At the fame time Mr. WiGkham inform- 
ed Mr. Barthelemi, that he was hitherto 
commiffioned only to propole thefe previous 
queftions, and that he was not authorized to 
difcufs the fubjefts of negotiation; which, 
indeed he could not be, till it was known 
whether France would condefcend to enter 
into a negotiation at all. 

After having waited eighteen days^ Mr. 
Wickham at length received an anfwer to 
the queftions in a note from Mr. B^rthe- 
lemi, dated Bafel, 26th March. 

underftood. Mr. Chauvelin himfelf, whofe authority 
will not be rejefted by thofe who obje£l to the Bote of 
Mr. Wickham, ufed the vf ox A France in the very fame 
fenfe in which it is here ufed. The following paffages, 
taken from the French original of his note to Lord 
GrenyillCj of Dec. ay, 1792, may ferve as exanfiple^ 
Si la France doit regarder TAnglcterre, etc. Le moindr« 
doute fur les difpofitions de la France a Tegard dc I'An^. 
gleterre, etc.— Non feulement la France doit et v€ut ref- 
peSer Tindependance de TAngleterre, etc. — La purete 
des intentions de la France^ etc. 

'' The 
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" The Dire61:ory ardently wifhes to pro- 
*^ cure for the French republic a juft, ho- 
^^ nourable and folid peace,. The flep taken 
^' by Mr. Wickham would have afforded to 
^^ the DireAory a real fatisfa6lion, if the de- 
*^ claration itfelf, which thatMinifter makes, 
** of his not having any order, any power 
*^ to negotiate, did not give room to doubt 
^^of the Sincerity of the pacific intentions of 
^^ his court. (4) In fa<^, if it was true, that 

(4) This paflage very clearly proves, that the Difec- 
tory was refolved to evade a negotiation ; for had they 
been defirous of promoting it, they would not have 
ufed fo wretched a pretext for throwing obftacks in the 
way ^t the very ou tfet . That the pretext was a rtioft 
wretched. oae is obvious. For how was it pofflb^te that 
the BriufliGaverament, which had propofed not merely 
to negotiate for itfelf, bttt to include its allies, ihould 
draw up inftru<^ion& for its Ambaflador, which required 
a previous conpuaai^niGation with thofe allies, whea the 
,' :p^e of congrefs h^ iM)t been xJetermitied, and when 

^ it\was neither known in what manner the Dii-eAory 
tbciight proper to negotiate^ iwar whether it chofe to 

xSinegoiiate at alU 

" Eng- 
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*^ England began to know her real interefts, 
^' ths^t fhe wifticd to open again for hcrfelf 
^^ the ii>urces of abundance and prosperity ; 
*' ifflie fought for peace with good faith ; (5) 
*^ wotil^ fhe propofe a congrefs of which the 
^' necei^ry refiilt muft be to render all ne- 
'' gdtiation enidieis ? (0) Or would Ihe eon- 

(5) This iiifiikmg language again pxcwed that the 
Direiftory was firmly refoived to admit no reconcilia- 
tion with the Britifli Government. For when two 
parties are at variance, and that party which had been 
firft atta<sked, comes to the other arid fays, << Let us in 
futitti« be good friends;" the other party certainly 
would not anfwerj *' Sir, you are a hypocrite,*' unlefs 
he were ftill animated with the fame hoftile fentiments, 
which he had difplayed from the beginning. There 
was lite wife great artifice in the mode of reply; it 
was calculated to eKcite difcontents in England, by 
fuggefiing the notion, that the interefts of the country 
had been wantonly facrificed by its minifters : nor was 
the artifice, when aided by the co-operation of certain 
perfons at home, wholly deftitute of fuccefs. ^ - ^ ' "' 

(6) A congrefs will never render a negotiation cnd- 

lefs, when all parties are fincerely defirous of peace ; ^u-' 
and where this is not the cafe, a negotiation ,even be- 
tween 
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*^ fine herfelf to the afking in a Tague man- 
^* ner, that the French Government fliould 
*^ point out any other way whatever for atr 
^^ taining the fame objed: ? (7) 

'^ Is it that this ftep has had no other objecft, 
*r than to obtain for the Britifli Government 

tween twojingk powers will not advance very rapidly 
toward a happy conclufioh. Befides, when Jeveral 
powers are engaged in war, and it is propofed to make 
a general peace, a congrefs, that is, a meeting of am- 
baffadors from dlliSxh powers engaged, is tte^ the ufual, 
if not the only means of effeSing the purpofe. B^t it 
was not the policy of the French DireSory to make 
pe^e wifth all the allied powers at the fame time : and 
©n the other hand» it was not confiftent with the in- 
tegrity of the prefent Minifters of Great Britain, to 
make a feparate peace, and thus expofe their allies to 
ihe^mcrcy of the French. 

(7) Here the Diredory felt itfelf reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of taking refuge in nonfenfe. The queftions, 
which had been propofed were iimple, clear> and de- 
terminate, as it is poflible for queftions to be. But how 
could the Britifh Government determine the anfwers, 
which is left to the decifion of the Dire£lory ? 

'' the 
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^' the favourable impreflion, which always 
*^ accompanies the firft overtures for peace ? 
*' May it not have been accompanied with 
^* the hope, that they would produce no 
^^efFea?(8) 

*^ However that may be, the Executive 
'^ Dired:ory, whofe policy has no other 
^' guides than opennefs and good faithj{;.(9) 

(8) Thefe highly infulting queftions were very art- 
fully introduced by the French Diredors, in order to 
transfer all blame from themfelves to the Britifb Go- 
vernment. They were confcious of their awn hypo- 
crify, and therefore endeavoured to obviate the charge, 
which might be made to them, by previoufly laying it 
at the door of their opponents. This is the ufual 
finefle of the French rulers ; and it has been hitherto 
attended with great fuccefs. 



■>^< >' '• 



(9} The opennefs and good faith of the prefent Di- 
rcftory are perte<ftly on a parallel with the opennefs 
and good faith, which had been difplayed by the Exe- 
cutive Council, the nature of which has been fully re- 
presented in the thirteenth chapter of the preceding 
hiftory. 

« will 
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*^ wiH fbllcniv^ in it5 %tpIaTiati^)iiS a ccH^dt^^ 
*' which feali te whc^lj coiifbfi^bte to 
'' them. Yielding to Mie ai-ie^ clciic, Iby 
■** which it is fcirpiT^tMtb^rocure pi^iili^ thfe 
^' Ffench repnMic^ and Ifor all naticmsj^it wiM. 
'* hot fcHr to declare i tfelf openly, Charged 
^^ hy the covjiltiMon with th^ 
*^ }tiws^ H cqmM make oP Itjieu t& any pr&pa^ 
^' Jal{thgi wmtli^%e ' imtrmy' to them^ Ae - 
^^ coT^HutmfiM aBiddd not permit it t& confmt 
^^ to ivny Medatim)&f that which^ accordi^^tm 
'^'i%tiexifiing lavbSy i:o?yiil}Mtes ih£ territory (^ 
^' iM r^^^K With f cipeft to thi comfitms 
^^ oeeupied by the French arraiesy and which 
^^ have not h^^n jiinited to France^ they^ m^ 
^' well as other interefls, political and corn-^> 
'^ mcrcial, may become the iubje(El of a ne-^ 
^^ gotiatidn, &c/'^ 

By this declaration all negoti^tioii was at 
^nc^ precluded 2 for it was demanded, as a 
preliminary article^ from which it was re- 

^ , folved 
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fblved in no cafe to deviate, that the French 
ihoiild retain almoft all their conquefts, and 
that the Englifli fhould retain none. [lo) ,, 
The cxprdlion, ^' that which according to 
the cxifting laws conftitutes the territory of 
the fcptiblic," comprehended : 1 . France, 
acccMding to its ancient limits. 2. The 
countries which had been incorporated into 
France, namely; ^a:^ Avignon and the conn- 
try of Venaiflin; &^ Morabeliard and To- 
rentru; cj The whole Dutchy of Savoy; 
dj Nice and Monaco ; ej AH the Auftrian 
Netherlands ; fj The principality of Liege ; 
^J Dutch Flanders, Maeftricht, Venlo,' in 
Ihort all that the Dutch had been obliged to 
cede to France. S. The Spanilh, as well as 
French part, o£ St.- Domingo. 4. Guada- 
loupe. 5. The ifliands of Bourbon and 
Mauritius. . 0. All the conquefts which had 
been made by Great Britain, and were then 

(lo) Yet it has been faid that the Note of the French 
Direa:Diy contained nothing which could prevent a 
conunuance of the negotiation-! 

Voh.il. Z ,in 
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in oiif poifeflion, ^lattidy; m) Gcn:?fi€ia ; >IJ 
!^fetini€0, Tbbago, -witliiothetaflands iiijtlief 
Weft tMies; (:^/ PbilcKcbeiiy andiOhand^D* 
fiag^re in tfee Eaft-Ii:idi€s;^ ^^^ and 

M%<iife]bf^ ait the motith of i the ri^en iSt^ 
La^vrencef ; ^ fThe ifla^ds^ of StlMarcoU/ 
on the coaft of France. N^ th^^^as to be 
granted to France^ Before the Dire^oiy 
vwuld cxDndfelcend ^^n to inter tipon^ tM 
negdtiatioii. Bnt at the beginnitig of the 
}^ea* 17^6, France was not in-a* fituatic^^ 
t\^hieh warranted fb enormotfs a demands 
n(fr%as Great Britain in fe^ % Htn*- 

atkMi is to rendeff the aecbpftanfeeT bf it ne>^ 
ct^^fi ' The Britifli Govemmentitherefbre 
ve^j^^^properly reje^ed it, and of courfe the 
attempt, which it had madi$ to reilore 
peace^ failed of iliccefs. (l l) 

(11) tt is a very.falfe conclufion, which has been 
drawn, that the Britifli Minifters did not wiljji fot 
peae^e. , It follows only, that they did npt wilh for 
peace onfuch terms ; and in that wifli, fiireljr the hearts 
of all true Britons muft join them. 

Bjut 
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But within Jtx momths aftej the/firft^at-. 
tempts hadBfeiledy the Britifli Goyernmei3!t^ 
determined to make a fecond^ to whidfei it/ 
Atasb biduDCcd by the tiec^va \fi<9:ory of 1;he 
Auftriansx atiAmberg in the. Upper PaWti^ 
nafce^TQti^ithei :24tho©€ 1 Ai^ft, I79^.r .This 
^nd Yij£^ry> which pbliged th^ whole ar- 
my iisdBtiSenefal Ja^dan^tor? retreat to the 
Rhine with^great precipitation and difo;rder, 
wats announced in the London Gazette of 
theitohfoCSjBptember ;;(l^)r.a,n4 omtMs v^ny 
iiayijhmd Grenmlk rtook the firfl: ilep tot^ 
ward m liam^ .iidgoliation^ in^i the hope that, 
as the Dire<£tetrj^law iteiproje<ft of fubjugat-^ 
ing the' Emperor unfueceiifiJiU it woi^ld at 
haft comfent to grant the bleffings of peace 
to a'fuiFering world* On the 6th of Sep- 

.(12) They who have not accefs to the London Ca- 
ssette itfelf, need only confult any other paper of the 
following day* That which I have now before me is 
the Siin of Sept, 7, 1796, where a c'opy is given of thfe 
Gazette of Sept. 6. 

Z 2 tember^ 
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teraber, namely, Lord Grenville fent a note 
to Count Jarlfberg, the panifli AmbaLflador 
in LfOndon, (l3) in which, as there was no 
dired communication between the Britilh 
and French Governments, his Lordlhip re- 
quefted him to forward an inclofed npte^ 
addreffed to the French Government, dated 
likewife Sept. 6, and figned by Lord Gren- 
ville himfelf, ( 1 4) to the JDanifti Miniijer in 

(13) Lord Grenville's note to Count Jarllberg, with 
all the o(her notes belonging to the negotiation, Were 
printed under the following title: ** A cdrredl copy of 
the papers relating to the negotiation between Great 
Britain and: France, London, Dec. 2^^ 1796. As the 
notes are all numbered, I fhall quote each by the num- 
ber prefixed to it. Lord Grenville's Note to Count 
Jarlfberg is No. r. 

(14) It is printed No. 2. and is as follows : "His 
*^ Britannic Majefty, animated with the fame dcfire, 
" which he has already manifefted, to terminate by 
** juft, honourable, arid permanent condhioris of p^ace, 
«< a war which has extended itfelf throughout all parts 
*< of the world, is willing to omit nothing on liis part 
" which may coiitriBute to this obgedl. It is with this 
^« view that he has thought it proper to avail himfelf of 

<^ the 
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Paris, to be by him communicated to the 
French Minifter for Foreign Affairs. This 
inclofed note, in which the Dire^loiy was 
requefted by the Britifli Government to 

** the confidential intervention of the Mitiifters pf a 
" neutral power, to demand of the Executive Direc- 
*^ tory pafsports for a perfon of confidence, whom his 
" Majefty would fend to Paris with a commlffitn to 
*^ difcufs with the Government there all the means the 
** moft proper to produce fo defireable an end. And 
'* his Majefty isperfuaded, that he Ihall receive, with- 
<* out delay, through the fame channel, a fatisfa£lory 
<^ aufwer to this demand, which cannot fail to place, in 
*^ a ftill clearer light, the juft and pacific difpofitions 
" which be entertains in common with his allies. 

Weftminfter, Sept. 6, 1796. Ghenyille. 

Ill the edition which I have now before me, this ndte 
is without ahyaddrefs: but that Lord Grenville's ori- 
ginal was addreffed to the French Diredory, is evident 
fi[om the anfwer returned by the Danifli Ambaflador, 
(No. 3*) which begins thus: ** I have the honour to 
** inform your Excellency, that the noXc addrejfid :o the 
** Executive JDireSfory^ in date of the 6th of the prefejit 
** month, was tranfn^itted by Mr. Koeneniann, Charge 
" d' Affaires of his Daniih Majefty, to Mr. Delacroix, 
" Minifter for Foreign Affairs at Paris*'* 

' Z 3 grant 
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fiicteld cxyrti^'W Paris to ^gotiatd a* peace, 
was ddiV^6d by Mr. i^eenemanh, theiDa;- 
MIH^ Glikfge^t^M in-liiat: city^ mfeo /the 
haiids' 6f ^r. ©cl&roix, ^ the J^etKib Minis- 
ter IEot Foi-eigii A^ wtio^piFpai&^feOilay 
it befer^' the Diifedoiy, Md to retari%?aa im- 
mediate anfwer. But as three days elapfed 
without any notice being taken of it, Mr. 
Koeneiiianh again waited ^ on the French 
Miniller, when, inffcead of receiving ^ the (tC" 
quefted paffport, or any kind of wrktenlan- 
Iwer to Lord Grenviile's riot%^ he wasiin- 
fbrmed by the Frencb Miniffer^jin^a very 
dry tone, (l5) that the Executive JDiire^ary 
'had not permitted him to return an janfwjer 
in writing, but that he was direxSied ta ex- 
prefs himfelf verbally to this eiFed;: ^* That 
^^ the Executive Directory of the Erench 
" republic would not for the future receive 

(15) Sec Mr. Koenemann's letter to Count Jarlfberg, 
No. 4. It is dated^ Paris, Sept. 19, 1796* , 
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,4f or m{mv any c9)>fi(teialjQy^;^^ui;es ^l^^^r 
« mifitedithraugb =^nyripterme^a^e ch^-p,^ 
m.£tQm tbftrenera^^s of the rrepu|)% ; ,|>;jt 
r4<3tbaty if ti5ey;si«)uJ<i feij4 perfoflis f^rfii^9d 
if , jwJ^kMl ,f»wcrs and Q%jal papejs, %fe 
^^^ iiii^y.jftpftp<.tije f|pntje% ,(ipWa;i4 t^e 
^hfa^^cai»rm^^y ^o^- pjrpceeding to P^- 

: nEfOmfthis ranker, to %,wQt^iiig^ (f ]ts 
afFixAitijig tone, whkk it is ufual to awd 
when; a reconciliation is really defired, it was 
^bviom that the French Diredoi^ endea- 
TOUKdi torev;ad0/ the propofed negoti^pn. 
Thoiblifai.pf A paffport,wnder the, pretence 

itfektfthe .icqiueft had been made th^o^gh ?n 
intd-ik^iatc channel, Avas mere chicane, 
fmce the note, which contained that re- 
yqaeik, was figned not by theDanilh Ambaf- 
fador, but by the Britifh Secretary of State 
hiipfqlf- The Britifh Grovemnient, there- 
fore, applied immediately to the Diredory : 

Z 4 ^^^ 
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fbrenqe teD^ tfem, : wbetber Lord GrcM^e's 
notev was delivered to the Frdnchr Mitiifter 
for Foreign Afeirs by a King's me^ffehger, 
.or by the Danifti Minifter in Paris ; or, if 
there, was a diiferenee^ the latteifn^^v Ap- 
peared 1 the moil refpe^foL Bbiidbsy -the 
reaibn why Lord Greniialle^ note to the^ 
French Dired^iy^ was; tranfmitted, not^by 
an Knglifli meflenger, who; there was ireafoii 
to apprehend/ might fee fepped at GMais^ 
but by thd means of a neutaral Ambaflador/ 
was £q apparent, that nothing but the vildl 
fopbiftry Could' find any objedioii to : the 
rnodc adopted by tbe Britiik Governments 
Mn f Koenemann himfel£ likemfer was fo 
fenfible of the unfriendly condud of the 
Dired:ory, and fo convinced that they wifc 
ed to evade a negotiation, that he clofed his 
letter to Count Jarlfberg with the folbwing 
words : ^^ Such, Sir, is the refult of a mea- 
^^ fare, which I have taken at your requeft. 

" I wilh 
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« I wiihi -fof tke fkke of iiurrmiiit)^ that W1C 
*^ iway mee^wkli b€tt« fuccefs at foitie fu- 
** ture petiod: hni ^Ifiar that this period h 
*^^iB m ^ grmt dtjhance'^ 

In:1;fe^ mea^n tiinne, the intelligence arrived 
in Engi^dy that tke Archduke Charles had 
gained a new vi6iory over the army of Ge- 
neral Jomrdan in the neighbourhood of 
Wurzburg, that the; French had e^^acuated 
FrancFort and Konigftein, and that the AujP- 
triiaksTBvere already advanced to Friedherg: 
afid ^^this^ intfelligence 'm^ printed in thfe 
limx&^STi Ga;^ett<fc of the 23d of Septeftiben 
On ^eiday ^ffellowirig, therefore, the Bri tiih 
Goveimmentnikde another attempt' at a 
negotiation j in the hope that the repeated 
ill-^fbccefs oi the French arms might at 
lerfgthiriduce the Direftory to liften^ at leaft, 
to^aB accommodation. To avoid, however, 
on the one hand, the inconvenience and hu- 
ratiliation to which a Britiiii Ambafladgr, 

waiting 
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waiting on fcbe^bqrdefs <3f France till' tltc 31^ 
re<5l€^ fhould think fit. td-flimifliiliim^ with 
m paffportj WQuy hiivc^htinohcc&ffariif^m:'* 
.pofed^ and yetito cutoff, ^n^th^othef^Kaifii, 
:cyGry pretext for chkane^ <on^ the groundAi of 
Jinihterinediata Ghartiicl> if was^^icit^^^itiitifed, 
that thie note whic^h Mr. Oreaville^ino^^^M- 
dreffed to the French Minifter for Foreign 
Affairsi again containing a teqtiefJifot^^^ 
port, (l6:) fliotild be fent with a As^gx^tpmc 
to Calais^toi be forwarded theneeBl^uth^ 
municipality of that pl^ce to^ Paris. '^4^^) 
Now, whether the total} retreat of Jourda^'s 
army; ;acr6{s > the Rhine, which had ^ tafci^n 
place before the middle of September^ ren- 
dered, the Diredory at this time mofe flexible, 

(16) See No. 5. In the edition whieh I poflefs. 
Lord Grenville's Note is dated September 27, but in 
the anfwer of the DireSory (No. 7), it is quoted with 
the date September 24 ; and from various circumftances 
this appears to be the true date. * 

(17) See the Sun^6th and 27th September, 1796. 

or 
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idu^iugi rdifoontents, i if .they repmtediy re- 
fufq4 » eMia :)ilo hear the propofitiomi of ^the 
BK*liflb)GPY#mment> they gave an order on 
the 30th of September to the Minifter for 
JFori^i^i^airs^ to fend the required paffport, 
:wlw:Jt^)h^di4rwithia^4^^ li 

^ i t :<3L!ord) I Mateii^ury :^ss i accordingly ap- 
pc^ntfed by the Britifh Government to g© to 
JParis, and condu(9: the negotiation, wiierehe 
arrived on the 22d q{ Odlober. ( 1 ^)j On. the 
^4thijof that month Lord Malmcfbury )de- 
vJi^ered to , Mt^- Deiacrdix^ the French .Mi- 
m&^::j(QXi Fpi^ign Affairs, a memoriala ^2®) 
wticfe Wa?rin|;iended to ferve as the^gej^eral 
bafis g£ negotiation. In this memorial the 

(i8) No. 6 and 7. 

(19) See No. 8. 

(20) Note 14. The intermediate numbers contain 
either copies of the powers, with which the negotiators 
Were refpe6lively4nvefted, or notes of -mere ceremony. 

principle 
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principle of compenfation, or mutual refti- 
tution, was propofed : that is, it was propofed 
that Great Britain fhouLd reftore to France 
certain conquefts, which were afterwards to 
be determined, and that France, in return^ 
fiiould make to the allies of Great Britain cer- 
tain reftitutions, which were likewife to be 
determined in the progrefs of the negotiation ; 
In this principle there yvas certainly nothing 
unreafonable, efpecially fmce Great Britain, 
as was exprefsly. faid in the memorial, had 
no reflitution to demand for her/elf, being 
then in poiTeffion of all her own colonies, as 
well as of moft of the colonies of France^ 
But the Diredory, without admitting the 
principle, and at the fame time without di- 
recaiy rejedirig it, returned an anfwer, (2l) 
which contained the groffeft affronts: for 
it was there fuggefted, that the real objed 

(21} Th& MwW;(No. i^), wate figned by ReveiU 
lere Lepaux, at that time Prefident, and was dated 
5 Brumaire, that is, 26th QAober. 

of 



Hosted by Google 



Appendix. 357 

of the British Government was not to con- 
elude a peace, that Lord Malmefbury tad 
Jecret infl:ru6iions, which were defigned to 
coimterad: his oftenfible inftruAions, that 
the propofal to include the allies of Great 
Britain had been made, in order to protra<3; 
and render fruitlefs the whole negotiation, 
that the Britifh Government had com- 
menced it with no other view than to throw 
the blame of hoftilities on the French 60- 
vernrnent, and thus induce the people of 
Great Britain more readily to furnifh fupplies 
for the continuance of the war. To which 
Lord Maimeflbury replied : (22) ^' With re- 
^^ gard to the ofienlive and injurious infinua- 
*^ tions which are contained in that paper, 
^^ and which are only calculated to throw 
'^ new obftacles in the way of the accom- 
^' modation which the French Government 
^' profefles tQ defire, the King has jdeemed it 



{22) No. 16, 



'' far 
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'* far be^ath kis digfiity t0 perihit ail &nfWdf 
*Mx>^be toade to them/ ori Ms part> ito a:i^ 
*^ mamie^ ^hatlbeven The ptogrcfs arifi 
" the ^diilt; of the negotiation- HfstWV ftiffi- 
** Ctkntl^f prove the principles by iviilfeh ^^^^ 
^^ mil ba^e been dired:ed on each?^de : ar^d 
^^otds tieither by revolting reproaches, defti-^ 
•^rttite of fbiindation^ iior by reci|)^oeaI in-^ 
*^ veftive> that a^ fineere wifli to acixornpliih 
^* the great vwrk of pacification can 1i>6' 
^^ evinced." At the fame time Lord M^lmef- 
bury declared, that his Britannic Maj^pfty 
would not recede from the refolution of in^ 
eluding his allies in the negotiation, and con- 
cluded with a preffing iblicitMibn, that-thfe 
Dir^6tbry would give a determinate anfwer, 
whether it would accept, or not, the pro- 
pofed principle of compenfation* 

After many attempts to evade a determi- 
nate anfwer, the Diredlory, at length, on the 
27th of November, informed Lord Malmef- 

bury. 
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burjji r^b^i they, bad > i;^iS^lyied rfco . admit the 
P4^pk;j^ 4p%ed .him to ipeeify-die 

(2.#ii Iq 1 i9P^qBP??^Q& of this informatioii,. 
% (§fJ|ipivArob?^dor %>t, on the very 
^?Jil>^ ^9^1,^^ r^cgived it, the Seeretaiy 
^f J^^tiqn,|jGh.I^nd<Hi, (24) who letumcd 
to Vmh^m, ^ I5th qf I?ecember, witb the 
%?|i^yxaioi^s ^f the. Britilh Gabinet.(25) 
Thjefe; mftw^ions w^ to the following pur- 



' %oiiipircr NU 26 with the be^innibg of 

(^5) iitTirauftrhot be thought extraordinary, thit 
^^1^^ ^^s^l^felibetween ihe (leparture of . the Bri^ 
^ifl^/Seoretarx of L^ and his return^ 

and that he probably waited, therefore, ten or eleven 
days "fa Lbndoh : for as the Britifh Government nego- 
tiated not merely for itfelf, bat for its allies, it was rife* 
ccflary to await the confent of thofe allies to the pro- 
pofitions which it intended to make. Between Mr. 
Wickham's Note of March 8, and the anfwer which 
was given to it, an equal number of days elapfcd, 
thou^ the DirciSlory Aad to wait for no one. 

port. 
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port. (26) Great Bnfain will reflore all the 
conquefts which it has made from France, un- 
der the three following eonditions : 1 • That 
France reftore to the Emperor the AuiJrian 
Netherlands : 2. That France conclude a 
. peace with the .Germanic empire: 3. That 
Italy be evacuated by the French troops* 
Such were the grand out-lines of the pro- 
polis made by the Britiih Government : but 
Lord Malmefbury accompajiied them with a 
note, dated the 17th of December, (27) in 
which he declared his readinefs, in cafe ob- ^ 
jeftions fliould be made to them, " to enter 
*' into- the difcujjion of any comter-projeSi 
^^ which might he tra^ifmitted to htm on the 
^ part of the Executive DtreSioryy The lame 
declaration he repeated (2&) on Decem- 
ber 19: but the Executive Diredory not 
only rejeded the conditions propofed by the 
Britifli Government, but refufed like wile to 
communicate any propofals whatfoever on 

(26) No. 28. (27) No. 27, (28) No. 3^. 
- ' their 
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their j^xt: and, on the very day on which 
Lord Malinefbury; had a fecond time re*- 
quefted a counter-projed:, lent him an order 
to depart from Paris within eight and forty- 
hours. (2q) 

It is evident, therefore, that the French 
Dire(3:qry broke off the negotiation, notbe- 
caufe it difapproved the terms of peace which 
were offered by the Britifli Cabinet, but be- 
caufe it was refolyed to make peace with 
Great Britain U7tder no conditions whatfoever : 
for, otherwife, it would certainly not have 
refufed, at the repeated requefl: of the Bri- 
tifla Ambaffador, to deliver a counter-pro- 
jecft. , He who is difpofed to peace will, un- 
doubtedly, in cafe he thinks the terms pro- 
posed by his adverfary unacceptable, reply, 
w^hen requefted to propofe his own terms, 
*^ though not on thofe conditions, I will 
^' make peace with you on thefeT He would 
meet at leaft with civility an opponent who, 

(29) No. 33. 
, Vol. IL A a though 
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though injured and attacked, was thefirfl: to 
offer a reconciliation: and ^^ould, ikrely", 
not repay the pacific condud: of the latter 
with infults and ungrounded accufations. 
(30) But for the very reafon, that the F^rench 
Government was confcious of a determina- 

(30) Befide the very grofs affront which was offered 
to the Britiih <jovernment in the note of the. Diredory 
of OSober 26, and which was tlie more remarkable, as 
being offered at the very commencement of the ne- 
gotiation, very fcandalous afperfibns, during Lord 
Malmefbury*s flay in Paris, were cafl in various num- 
bers of the Redafleur, the official paper of the Direc- 
tory, as well on the perfon of the Britifh Amb^iffador as 
on the embaffy itfelf. The Directory thought, indeed, 
to evade all reproach, as in each number of the Redac- 
teur the following notice was given : ** les articles ^ 
ficiels de ce joirrnal font les feuls qui paffent fous les yenx 
du 'DifBQoire Executif ou des autorites coriftituees." 
But if .the abufive remarks were not inferted immedi- 
ately under the head of Articles Officlehy if they were 
not inferted by the exprefs order oi the Drredory, they 
were inferted, at leaift, with its r^«/"^«/, which in the 
prefent cafe is precifely the fame thing. And even if 
we fuppofe that the firjl of thofe infolent remarks, 
which appeared in the Redafleur, was printed without ' 
the previous knowledge of any one of the Dircj&ors, 

yet 
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tion to make peace with Great Britain on lio 
conditions whatfbever, it endeavoured, at 
the very opening of the negotiation, by pre- 
vioufly exciting the falfe fafpicion, that the 
Britifh Government was infincere, (si) to 

yet it could not have remained unknown to them. 
Confcquently, had they been defirous of a reconcilia- 
tion -with the Britiffi Government, they would, without 
all doubt, as foon a$ they had read the firft of the inju- 
rious articles, have forbidden the continuaiiun of them. 

(31) To this calumny, becaufe it was vented by the 
Directory, they, who were attached to the French 
caufe, gave at that time implicit credit. '^Mais qui ne 
connait d'ailleurs la honteufe faiblefle de Tefprit hu- 
main? Qiii ne fait, qu'il n'efl pcint de menfonge fi 
groflier, qui afHrme avec audace, rcpete avec obftina- 
tion, ne trouve a la fin quelque creance? Les imagina- 
tions debiles ne refiftent point a cette impreffion re- 
doublee,; les imaginations ardentes la faififlent d'autant 
plus forlement, qu'elles en font plus vivement emues ; 
leur furprife meme devient le principc de leur illufion, 
4$*/ Vtmpofieur a vaincu furtouty quel argument ! Le fort 
des combats n'cft-il pas encore, pour la multitude igno- 
rante, ce qui fut aux fiecles de la barbaric I'epreuvc 
decifive de la juftice dts caufes, et la voix de Dieu 
meme ? Camille Jourdan a fes Commettans fur la re- 
volution du 18 Fruilidor, p. 4. 

A ^ 2 obviate 
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obviate the well-grounHed iulpicion wKicli it 
juftly appreliended, would refult from its 
own condud : and as an open refufal to ne- 
gotiate at all liad been deemed iniprudent^ 
left the people, who were defirous of peace, 
fliouldbe irritated by the too glaring con- 
dudl of their governors, they thought it ex- 
pedient to take fuch meafures as fliould not 
only render the whole negotiation fruitlefs, 
but at the fame time remove from them- 
felves, inthe opinion of the illitei-ate multi- 
tude, the blame of that ill fuccefs on which 
they had refolved even before the negotia- 



tion began. 



If further proof of the pofition, that the 
Dire6lory was determined under no condi- 
tion to make peace with Great Britain, wxre 
necellary, we might appeal to the wxU 
known expedition to Ireland under General 
Hoche* The preparations for this expedi- 
tion, which Lord Edward Fitzgerald and 
_ i^^ Arthur O'Connor had already fettled with 
^^ General 
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General Hoche, and of which the plan had 
been finally arranged with Mac Nevin, who 
came over to Paris, as deputy of the Irifli 
Union, for that very purpofe, (^Z2) were car- 
ried on with the utmoft aftivity ' during the 
w^hole time of Lord Malmefbury's embafly 
in Piaris. Nor was any doubt entertained 
by the Directory, that the expedition would 
be attended with fuccefs : (33) and, as after 
the conqueft of Ireland the further preferva- 
tion of England appeared highly improbable, 

(32) See the Report of the Secret Committee of the 
Irtftj Houfe of Commons, on Auguft 20, 1798. 

(33) ^^ ^^^ Redafleiir, Dec. 22, 1796, where the 
failing of the fleet from Breft is announced, is given 
the following account ; " La totalite de Tefcadre eft 
compofee de 21 vaiflfeaux de lighe, outre lesfregattes, 
corvettes et tranfports. Elle porte a bord des troupes 
de debarqueinent, et eft ahondamment pourvue en mu- 
nitions et inftrumens de guerre. Le fucces qu'a eu 
I'expedition precedente du citoyen Richery, fur la de- 
ftination de laquclle un inviolable fecret avait trompe 
toutes les conjeflures des Anglais, peut faire augurer, 
j«f celk^ci obtiendra, Jur lei menus aujpices, les memes 
refultaU'' 

Aa 3 it 
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it was thotrght incbtififtent, as well with the 
intereft of France, as with the ambition of 
its governors to grant peace and indepen- 
dence to a country, which, it was fondly 
expe6ied, would be reduced in a fliort time 
to the degraded fitudtion of a French de- 
pendency.' If it be objeded that, though 
the preparations for the Irlfli expedition were 
made during LordMalmefbury'srefidencein 
Paris, the execution oi it was left iiibordi- 
nate to the iflue of the negotiation, fuch an 
objedion will be at once removed by the 
time when the execution of it took place : 
^^ for it was on the /event eeuth of December 
A that Lord Malmefhury firft delivered to the 
^-v French Minifter the particular conditions of 
^ peace, which were offered by his court ; and 
/ it was on th^ fifteenth of Deccrnber, that the 
fleet failed from Breft. (34) So far therefore 

{34) This circumftance, though it does not appear 
to attrad the public notice, which it deferved, is proved 
by the following paflage in the Redafileur, aad De- 
cember, 1796: ^* Lejcadre armee a Brejl amis a la 

voile 
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were (he French Direilors from making the 
Irifla expedition, lubordinate to th^ iffue of 
the negotiation, that the final order for the 
execution of it was given feveral days, before 
they even knew the terms, which the Britilh 
Government woaald give as the price of 
peace. (35) 

In thefangiaine expedation however, that 
Ireland would fall a prey to France, which 
had been the grand inducement to the 
breaking off of the negotiation, theDireftory 
was dilappointed : General Hoche was ob- 
liged to return, without having effected a 



r- 



\ 



voUe le 25 Frimaire. That Frimaire 25 correfponds \ 
to December 15, is known to every one acquainted with 
the new French calendar- 

(35) In defiance of the plain and undeniable fa£ls, 
which have been here recorded, Lord Malmefbury*s 
embafly to Paris has been as (hamefully perverted, as thjB 
negotiations before the declaration of war. But as the 
preceding narrative is fufBcient to confute the various 
mifreprefentations on this fubjeft, it is unn^ceffary to 
examine them in detail. 

A a 4 landing ; 
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landing ; two Ihips of tlie line (36) with 
feven frigates were loft or funk; two other 
frigates, which had brought over twelve 
hundred eonvid:s to the coaft of Wales, were 
taken, and the Spanifti fleet, deftined to co- 
operate with that of France, was defeated at , 
Cape St. Vincent. On the other hand, the 
French arms made a rapid progrefs at this 
very time on the continent ; arid at the end 
of April, 1797, the Emperor was obHged by 
the preliminaries .figned at Leoben, to re- 
nounce his pofleffions in Lonntbardy and in 
the Low Countries. 

As in confequence of this formal ceffion, 
the Auftrian Netherlands, which the Britifh 
Cabinet, for obvious reafons, had been de- 
firous of preferving for the Emperor, ceafed 
to be a fubjeft of contention, it was hoped 
that a new negotiation might be opened 
with better fuccefs, eipecially fmce the ex- 

(36) The Seduifant and the Droits de l^Homme. 

\ pedition 
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pedition to Ireland^ which had fo much in- 
fluence on the former negotiation, had to- 
tally failed. Accordingly on June 1, 17 QJ^ 
Lord Grcnville fent a note to the French 
Minifter.for Foreign Affairs in Paris, with 
the prpppfal of a new negotiation. (37) The 
propofal was like wife accepted; (38) and 
after an exchange of feveral notes - relative 
to paflports to the place of negotiation, and 
other preparatory fteps, (39) the ambafladors 
of the refpeclive powers met at Lifle in 
the beginning of July. /On the 8th of 
this month the Britifh Ambaflador, Lord 
Malmefbury, prefented a note, in which 
the conditions of peace, propofcd by the 
Britifh Cabinet, were delivered in the moil 
precife and unequivocal terms. Thefe con- 
ditions were nothiiig lefs than the following. 

(37) As the papers relative to this negotiation, which 
were publilhed as foon as it was ended, are all num- 
bered, I fliall quote each note, as before, by the num- 
ber prefixed to it. Lord Grenville's note of the I ft of 
June is No. i. 

(38) No. 2. (39) No. 3—11, 

Grmt 
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Great Britain will rejiore all the conqnejis, 
without exception J which have been made from 
Frafice ; and of the conquefls which France has 
made, Great Britain requires a rejlitution of 
none, (4o) Further, with the allies of France, 
(Spain and Holland,) the Britifli Cabinet 
offered to make a peace at the fame time, on 
the condition of retaining the ifland of Tri- 
nidad, the Cape of Good Hope, Trincomale 
in the ifle of Ceylon, and qf exchanging 
Negapatnam for the town and fort of Co- 
chin. (41 ) To thefe propofals it was an- 
fwered the 15th of July, that the Directory 
required, as an indtfpenfahle preliminary , the 
confent of his Britannic Majefty to cede 
all the conquefts which Great Britain had 
made; as well from Spain and Holland as 
from France itfelf. (42) To this demand^ 
which was proposed, not as the price of 
peace, but as a mere preliminary article of 
negotiation the Britifli Goyernment, as 

(40) No. 13, 14.' (41) .Jh. (42) No. 20. 

might 
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might naturally be expected, made various 
objections; (43) and the Directory itfelf 
appeared at leaft: to admit the exorbitance of 
the demand, as it remained for fbme time 
unrefolved, and pretended to confult with 
the Spaniflhi and Dutch Governments, whe- 
ther fome part of it could not be remitted. 
In the mean time feveral weeks elapfed, 
during which the ambaffadors had feveral 
conferences, and exchanged feveral notes,(44) 
though without being able to effeft any 
thing decisive; till at laft, on the 28th of 
Auguft, Lord Malmefbury was informed, 
that the anfwer which had been received 
from Holland was unfatisfaSioryy but that a 
fecond meflage had been fent to the Hague, 
and that the reply of the Batavian Diredoiy 
might be expe<3:ed to arrive in the courfe of 
eight or ten days. (45) This ridiculous farce, 
for a ridiculous farce it certainly was, when 
the French Diredlory pretended to be under 

{43)No.?i~23. (44) No. 26-^33. (45) No. 34. 

the 
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the neceflity of previoufly obtaining ♦ the 
confent of a government, which was ablb- 
fetely at , its difpofel, is to be aferibed to 
thexircumftancc;, that the Direftory itfelf^ 
as well as the two Councils of France^ 
was divided into two parties^ one of which 
was defirous of a peace with England, 
while the other perfifted in the maxim, 
that modern Carthage muft he de/irqyed.{^i6y 
H^nce arofe the irrefolution of the French 
Goyernnient, and the delay,, with wbich the 
negotiation had been hitherto conduced. 
Bnt^sfoon as the ftruggle between the two 
' parties was ended, and the pacific Barthelemi, 
with his aflbciates, had fallen a facrifice to the 
fury of Barras and his hoftile accompUces, 
all irrefolution ceafed : and the eighteenth 
of Fruftidor, or the 4th of September, decided 
the fate of the negotiation with England^ 
The French AmbaiTadors, La Toijrneur and 

(46) On this fubjefi: fee the interefting ^ork of 
Camille Jourdan, entitled ; A fes Commettans fur la 
evolution du iSFrudidor, efpecially p. 87— 90. 

the 
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the well-known Maret, who had hitherto 
negotiated with Lord Malmefbury, werelii- 
ftantly recalled, (47) and tWo other Negotia- 
tors, Treilhard and Bonnier, whofe principles 
were iiiore in unifon with thofe of the vic- 
toribus party^ were appointed in their ftead. 
It was now forraally infifted on, that the 
Britifh Cabinet Ihould confent to cede all its 
conquefts, as a preliminary ftep to any ne- 
gotiation whatfoever : (48) and when Lord 
Maliiiefbury replied, that nothing would 
then be left for a fiibjedt of negotiation, he 
received for ahlwcr, " ///^/ this would not he 
^^ the cafil thcit maiiy articles wotild Jiill re" \ 
^^ main to he propofed, and many points for \ 
*^ important dtfcnffton. (49) A compliance, 

(47) Three perfons had been appointed t6 negotiate 
on the part of France : but the third, Pleville le Pelley, 
had already left Lifle. Indeed we find his name afExed 
to Ae none the French notes, which bear a later date 
than July 15* . 

(48} No. 42, 43- 

(49) No. 42, So early as the loth of July, the for- 
mer 
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, therefore, with the demand of the IHredory, 
■would have laid Great Britain at the mercy 
of an unrelenting foe : it was anfwered, as it 
merited, with a formal* refufal : (5o) and on 
the very day, on w^hich the anfwer was 
returned, the Britifli Ambaffador received 
from the French Plenipotentiaries, agreeably, 
as they exprefsly declared, to their inftruc- 

mer French AtnbaflTadors had demanded the renitutioh 
of as many (hips of war, as had been taken or d^flroyed 
at Toulon (fee No. i6), that is fourteen (hips of the 
line and twenty-four frigates. But, d^mong the points 
for Important difcujfion, this was undoubtedly one of the 
leaft confequence : for, as the French Government 
flood In very clofe connexion with the heads of the Irifli 
Union^ who had at that time in Paris a regularly 
accredited ambaffador, and, as during the courfe of the 
negotiation it had been pofitively and repeatedly de- 
clared, that the French Dire£lory could in no cafe de- 
tach itfelf from the engagements made with its allies, 
we may be affured that one of the points for important 
difcuffion was the feparation of Ireland from Great 
Britain, and the eftablilhmcnt of a republic there, under 
ihe aufpices of the. Great Nation. 

(50) No. 44. 

tions. 
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tiaxis, an order to depart from Ljlle within 
foor and twenty hours- (5l) 

Thus ended the laft negotiation between 
Great Britain and France, which, if any 
doubt had remained, that nothing but the 
total overthrow of the Britilh empire could 
latisfy the ambition of the French rulers, 
muft entirely remove it. But the confident 
expeftations of thefe political enthufiafts 
have been difappointed in a manner, which 

(51) No. 45. It is impoffible to imagine any thing 
more abfurd, than theconduS of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries on this occafion. They accompanied the or- 
der for Lord Malmelbury's departure, which completely 
put an end to the negotiation, with the aflbrance, that 
it was the defire of the French Government to leftore 
peace : they pretended that the order was given with no 
other, view, than that the Britift Ambaflador (hould go 
and perfuade his Court to comply with the demand of 
the Direftory : and, as if they fcrioufly expeded that 
he would return, they remained for fome time in Lifle, 
that they might be able to pretend the negotiation had 
not failed through /^//r fault. If the minifters of any 
other nation than France had ailed in this manner, 
they would have become objeSs of ridicule and dctef- 
tation. 

they 
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they little imagined : (52) for, from the rup-* 
ture of the negotiation at Lifle to the clofe 
of the year 1798, a period during which the ^ 
fingle ifland of Britain, deferted by its for- 
mer friends, had not only to combat alone 
with the enormons power of France and its 
allies, but to ftruggle with a moft formi- 
dable infurre<5lion in Ireland;^ the page of hif- 
tory prefents one continued feries of French 
difafters and of Britifh triumphs. The in- 
dignation of Britons has been roufed : and 
under the guidance of a Miniftry, whofe ta- 
lents and whofe efforts are proportioned to 
the great emergency, they have fliewn - 
themfelves equal to the conflid, to which 
they have been driven; and have difplayed 
an energy, which fhall make the haughty 
xulers of republican France repent of their 
infolence and their prefumption. 

Augufi I y iy(}6, -J:i,^^^ ^,,...r. -^ - -. - .. :.^^^ 

(52) It is well known, that they prefumed to mort- 
gage Great Britain, as a fecurity for the loan, which 
was raifed to defray the expences of the intended con* 
queftof it. ^ |; 

, - -' - POSTSCRIPT 

^" Hosted by Google 



POSTSCRIPT 

TO 

THE APPENDIX. 

13d March, 1800. 
A T length the haughty rulers of France^ 
**— ^ convinced of the impoffibility of exe* 
cuting their favourite project, the fubjuga- 
tion of the Britifli ifles, of which the fond 
expedation had induced them to continue, 
as it had induced thetn to commence the 
prefent w^ar; and expofed on all fides to dif- 
ficulties, which not only prevented them 
from continuing to overturn the kingdoms 
of Europe,* but threatened France itfelf 
viith a further diminution of its newly ac- 
quired aggrandifement, have condefcended 
to propqlib a negotisytioii of peace to the Bri- 
tifli Government. Never, perhaps, were the 

♦ On the avowed defigns of the French rulers, fee 
tlie Hiftqry of the Politicks, &c. Ch. vii. x. xiv. 
Vol. II,^ " Bb Miniflcrs 
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Miniftcrs of any nation placed in fb ctitical 
a fituation, as the Minifters of Gteat Britain 
were placed by this propofaL If they an- 
fwcred in the negative, they expbfedJ them- 
felves, in the firft place, to the charge of in- 
con{i{iency, and of having refufed what they 
themfelves had iblicited, though folicited in 
vain : they inverted the fituations, in which 
the Governments of Great Britain and 
France had been hitherto placed, ^ and load- 
ed on themfelves the blame of contihuing 
the war, which till that time had been 
borne by their ad verfaries : they rail the rifk 
of damping that noble eftthufiafhi, W^ 
Britons had difplayed, while they coitityated 
for their political exiftence/ and of roiiiing, 
that fpirit among the French, which the 
lately-acquired conviction of having hither- 
to wafted their blood a^tid fei^daiErej only to 
gratify the ambition of theit riilersyhSd Ma- 
terially dimimfhed; Wiffi Tiic^ 
inducemeibits to accept Me propofaly and to 

hear 
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hear at Icaft the conditions, which the ene- 
.jcnyi^jnight offer, before a decifive anfwer 
w^3,^glven in the negativp, the Britilh Go- 
iTi^^nment |»uft have been influenced by ftill 
weightieac niQtiyes on the other fide,, if its 
cpipduj^t can^^^b^^^^ in the eye of the 

puj^lic. Let us examine, therefore, what 
thpfe, weightiejr motives were. 

In the firft place, as a negotiation with 
theCpnful of France, in conjunftion with 
the Emperor of Ruffia, was at that time 
oiitiO^ the queflion, we will fupgofe that 
l^iniflers had confented to negotiate with 
Bt^naparte, in conjundjon with Aiiftria, 
^d inquire what lypuld have been the re- 

The gr^d qbje<f]ts of Bijpnaparte were, to 

tet^.theN^ ^%? ^^^ 

4Qnunion oyer Hblland^ , to ^eep ppffeffion 

of M^,. to fpcure hU iaygwi^e colony in 

Bb2 Egypt, 
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Egypt, it that time occupied by a J^reiicli 
arrtiy, to monopolize the commerce of the 
Levant, and at the ilme tinie to regain 
the colonies, which had been conquered by 
Greit Britain. But all thefe objects, though 
of the higheft cotifcquence to us, were mat- 
ters of indifference to the Houfe of Auftria : 
and, indeed, the Continent in general, ett- 
vious of the maritime power, and the com- 
manding commerce of Great Britain, would 
have fio objeftion to meafures which tended 
to the dimiiiutioh of them. The great, if 
not the fole objedl of the cabinet of Vienna 
wa^, to fecure its dornihiori over Italy, by 
retaining the territories of the late Cifal- 
pine Ilepublid, as wdl as thdfe, which 
formerly conftituted the States of Venice. 
And Buonaparte^ however delirous he might 
be to reftore the Cifalplne Republic^ wliich 
wm a worlc df his o^t^ii Greitioh, would . 
probably have deferred this project to a 
more convenient opportunity, in order to 

obtain 
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^btaui the above-mentioned advantages, 
wliich are infinitely more defireable for 
France. At a Congrefs, therefore^ con- 
fifting of tlie plenipotentiaries of France 
on the one h^nd, and of thofe of Great Bri- 
tain and Auftria on the other (fpr, after the 
defection of Ruffia no other ally would have 
been left, which could h^ve been entitled 
%o ^ voice), Buonaparte would have propof- 
ed, with all the fpecioufnefs of juftiee, to 
make a general peace on the principle of 
compenfation ; and, when the objeiSts of 
pompenfatipn came to be fpecified, they 
would have confifted iii the propofal| to 
pede the Cifalpine Republic to our ally the 
Emperor, and to make, perhaps, feme other 
arrangements in Italy, pn condition of our 
ceding all our colonial conquefts, while 
France was tp retain the Netherlands, Mal- 
ta, and Egypt. The confequence of fiich a 
propofal would hav? bf en an immediate dif- 
agreement between Great Britain and Auf- 
tria : the former w^ould have j^ftly objeded 

B b 3 to 
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to it as incompatible with i£s otvh irifeirett, 
whereas the latter, for a contrary reafofi, 
would have thought it fiigKIy kcbfeptahlCi 

In this lituation, would Auftria have con- 
tinued to make a common caufe wthCjireat 
Britain ? Would the ' Cabinet of ¥ieiin^, 
alter^its own objed was attiained, haH^e cbn^ 
lented to carry on the vvar/ in order to Ob- 
tain advantageous conditions alfb for its 
allyy TKis queftibn iriay cert^nfy be an- 
swered in the negative : for, at the tinie 
when the propolkls of p^aceSvercTmade ^o 
th^ JBritifh Miniftry, the Cabinet of Vienna 
had not pledged itfelf^ either dire^iftly or ih- 
dire<51y, to make a common catife with 
<jrreat Britain, and to a<5l only in coiicert 
iVith its ally. And, as Buonaparte, who, 
unlike the late Dired:bry, knows how to 
proportion his means to his ends, woiildnot 
have regarded the difengagement of the 
Auftriaii (Jabiii^t, as purchafed at too dear a 
rate liy a temiioraLry ceffiori of the Gifalpine 
llepublic, the confequeficc would have been 

a feparatc 
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a ieparate peace between France and Auf- 
ri^, ai>d we Ihonld have been left in the 
faiB^P conditipn as in 1 797. 

J^^ it will be iaid, did not our 

IVE^ftiy xefolye to negotiate for Great Bri- 
tain alone ? Why did they not accept, 
without Ipis of time, the propofal of the 
French Government, and, by being the firft 
to make a leparate peace, endeavour to 
obtain advantages which afterwards they 
might feek in vain ? From this ftep they 
were deterred both by honour and by po- 
|icy» l^hen they had engaged the Em- 
peror of Ruffia in their caufe, when that 
caufe had derived from him e£[ential fervice, 
and the plan even of the next campaign 
was nearly fettled, it would have been a 
flagrant breach of honour to have deferted 
our ally, and to have negotiated for our- 
felves alone. On the other hand, if honour 
be fet afide, and the poflibility of being de* 
Bb4 ferted 
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ferted by an ally be thought an excufe for 
infidelity on our part, at a time when there 
was no reafon to fuppofe that our ally would 
forfake us^ a feparate negociation did not 
promife the advantages which fupefficial 
obfervers might exped:. The firft objed of 
Bonaparte w^as to detach the Emperor of 
Ruflia from the coalition, by procuring the 
confent of the Britifh Government to hear 
at leaft his terms of pacification : and, when 
that objcifl was attained, the next fhep was 
to make propofals of a feparate peace to the 
Cabinet of Vienna* Now, whatever doubts 
the Britilh Minifters might have entertained 
on the queftion, whether this Cabinet would 
have made a feparate peace with Fraixcc, 
even though Great Britain had remained 
faithful to its alhance, they could have had 
none in regard to the queftion, whether a 
confent on their part to enter into a fepa- 
rate negociation would induce the Cabinet 
of Vienna immediately to do the fame. In 

this 



Hosted by Google 



the jippendtx. 385 

this cafe the circumftance of our having 
given thefirjl confent to negotiate would hy no 
means have fecnred us from the danger of 
being the lafl to make peace. For it mull not 
be liippofed that the Conful of France, the 
iubtlety of whofe pohticks furpaffes even 
his talents for war, would have delivered 
his conditions to the Britifh Government 
immediately and unequivocally ; and that^, 
though he affedls to defpife the ordinary di- 
plomatic forms, he would not convert them 
to his own advantage. It would have been 
eafy> therefore, to protracS: the negotia- 
tion with Great Britain till the negotiation 
with Auftria had been already fet on foot : 
and thus by keeping the two powers at bay 
at the fame time, he could have granted to 
either of them the priority of pacification, 
as beft fuited his own intereft. Now on 
w^hich fide this intereft lies, it requires no 
deep know^ledge of politicks to difcover. As 
France has been already fufficiently aggran- 
dized 
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tory to demand^ at leaft not jlbr BVa^Qf il> 
felf ; and in order to fecure thefe acquifc 
tioiis, it wonld have been no great feeriSce 
to give up the Cifalpine Reptiblic^ which 
was a:lready occupied by the Au&ians, and 
whichy if reconquered, coiiM neter be inr 
corpbrdted into Fran^ce. On. the other 
Band, in a negotiation with Great Britain^ 
th^ ifttereft of France requires the reftitu-- 
tioti of the colonies^ which have been 
conquered in the Eaft and Weft Indies, as 
well from the Dutch and the Spaniards as 
from the French themfelves; while t^ie cef- 
iion of the Netherlands, which the intereft 
of Great Britain loudly demands, is doubly 
inimical to the intereft of France, which 
would lofe not only a very valuable terri- 
to^. But its present fbvereignty over Hol- 
land* 

Hosted by Google 



the Apfm^ 38jr 

land- It would evidently, therefore, hare 
been tHe policy of Buonaparte to have fiift 
iigrfid the peace with^^Auftria ; and thro 
we ihotrld have been again reduced to the 
fituation in which we flood in 1 797* 

Since, therefore, the acceptance of Buo- 
naparte's propofal at the beginning cf Ja;^ 
nuary, 1 8(K)^ whether we determined to nc- 
gociate alone, or in conjunftion with hx^r 
tria (for a negociation with the Conful of 
Erance in conjundion with Ruffia wa& <>ut 
of the queftion) would not have prodjuci^ 
the beneficial effcifts, which many pcrlbn^ gt 
firft fight might have imagined; and fince 
the bare confent to negociate, however pre- 
judicial the refult, would have deprived^ 
of a|lr hopes of being further aflifted by our 
allies^ the Britifli Minifters would furely 
not have coniiilted the good of their cbun- 
try, or of Europe in general, if, after the 
many ftrenuous and the fuccefsful efforts of 

the 
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the lafl: year to confine the power of France 
•within its proper limits, they had refolved 
to leave the worklftcomplete, to exchange 
^ fubffcance fpa: a fliadow, and to abandon 
probaljle advantages when no compenfatiqpi 
could be expedied for fuch a facrifice. It 
is true, that the events of war are uncer- 
tain ; yet the mere hopes of an honourable 
peace are preferable to the certainty of a 
diigraceful one. It is true, likewife, that we 
may be deferted t)j our allies;^ though we 
remain faithful to them ; but even if this 
fliould unfortunately happen, we fliall be 
reduced qnly to the fituation ta which, we 
fliould have reduced Q/^/w^.5 had wq ac- 
ceded to the propofal of Buonaparte ; and^ 
wh^t would have failed us in the latter in- 
ftance, we fliall enjoy at leaft the. confola- 
tion, that we were neither the inftruments 
of our own diftrefs, nor were guilty of infi-^ 
delity to our friends. 

Further 
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Further, the chara<fler of the perfons 
tvith whom we fhould have had to treat 
defer ved particular attention. The condu<5l 
of Buonaparte, who is now ablblute fove- 
vereign of France, has been hitherto marked 
with the moft glaring duplicit}^ He is a 
real Proteus, and is capable of affuming 
whatever fhape accords with his prefent 
intereft. In Italy he was a faithful fon of 
the Pope ; in Egypt a true difciple of Mo- 
hammed. By the addreffes from his army 
he promoted the revolution of September, 
1797> which put an end to the negotiation 
at Lille ; and that very revolution he now 
affeds- to condemn. Before his departure 
for Egypt he encouraged the Directory to 
carry on the war with the utmoft vigour ; 
and after his return he was not alhamed to 
cenfure the continuation of thofe very ho- 
ftiUties of which he himlelf was the prin- 
cipal agent. He has no equal in France, 
and yet he talks of equality : his power is 

unlimited. 
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unKmited, yet hts fubje<£ls have perfect li- 
bferty. Nor does he confiiie himfelf merely 
to the fecret arts of deception ; for hi^ dha^ 
rafter is blotted with the mofl abominable 
treadiery. Wa^ it not treachery to atriufe 
the Venetians with the Hodrines of free- 
dom, and then to fell them to a foreign 
nmfter? Was it not treachery to- pretetid 
iriendfliipibr the Turks, and then infidi- 
oufly to rob them of one of their moft va- 
luable povinces ? Wais it not treaefieryi un- 
lieard-of treachery, when an armiftice of 
four-and-twenty hours had been concluded 
Before the walls of Acre, to ftdrm the t6wn 
during that very armiftice, while the un- 
fiifpeaing Turks were employed in bury- 
ing their d^ad ? Was it not treachery again 
when he inftru6led General Kleber to make 
a convention with the Porte> and thetl to 
^ cfontrive means of evading the fexeeution of 
it? Ah offer of peace ^ovtiJiKh a man 
jSumot poffibly be confidered as firicere: 

his 
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his ipaxim is % treat: qnly to dccei^::^, ;! and 
feifii ?iiegQt4a,t^ions ar^ more dangerous than 

Jtf tq th^fcponfld^^natic^s yv^e add the mo- 
,t|V€Scal^y^ialled^d, ^ CtialJ <:eaie tp :^n- 

4ff: ^^^t the-jMTOpQ^ , qf Buoi^part^^^^was 

r^e^ftedr vThoft tniotive^, jadeed, w^ch 
. f^elatod, jto t^uecprpb^e cpndRiS: . ^j 93^v -^l- 

iifSi could not he openlj ailigncd b j^ ^;//- 
j%^,^ Jbo^t :thcy wilJt ll^^^ft tlfetpiely^, if 

iw?t4Q,thc iiatioii,a^ large, at:Jeaft to-eyer}r 

"^11 ^yindk^e- the, cqnd^ oTithe;, ^fitifli 
, Gm^vaq^.^^S^^ hdi their^fbre, 

t© ^hi<^ ;-N^ft^ei^3 Jiav? 
I^relfent jSfeuatioii of a&irs . in Franec -a^rds 
^rife^ytfL^I cjl;h^r for Europe in gen^^al, or 
%ipr^ ^#P i* particiil^r, b^^ ^pught 
^|i ija^^cif nt reafon gf v^^^ for , rgi^ding 
, th? negoti^ion, or Ihould eyen t^ fad ap- 
|J!^r ^i^tful/| notwithft^ndi^ th^. ,many 

inftances 
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oii tkejiomifb^dp^^i^M^ hm^ <bitc6^cit:tht 
dtipes ^^pJ^nefepdlf M^^ on the 6th&i^t4vc 
cto iiat^mo i^csribA to \0tefufe Aimiriiltra- 

, '^ i^Iy;?l4heJ^fei!^Jtj^(whfefr: ■^ai'^cJIi^tot^ttS 

would: haN^e pradi^dd^<te"«he:5Ett|j<irot^ 
Rtiffia/iv?vEk n^t^nWOT^ df Mt^ri^oru As 
be Kadl^anlfbrMljri avowedi *hkt tk v was his 
ffiteiitfen rto reftore the^ famiy to 

the^thiMie of Frarice^ it is 6vid€itttthat a 
negotiation/ ;v^ith the new Govemdient of 
that '^omnfcry, woiid imre intentiy^detaGhed 
him ffem-ouiftaiiane^. vWas it the/lmfeieil 
of Minifteis thieny it will be ol:ge^ed> ^to 
continue the war till the Bourbon- famify 

was 
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was ireftoKd to the throne^ and becaufe the 
£mperor of Ruifia had avowed this projed^ 
muft they refolve to do the iame ? Certainly 
not. The war was neither begun nor con- 
tinued for any iiich realbn : and in the late 
note of Lord Grenvillc to the French Mi- 
nifter for Foreign Affairs, it .was again de- 
clared, that however defireable might be the 
reftcwration of royalty in France, the Britiih 
Cabinet did not prefume to dictate forms of 
Government to a foreign nation, But^ 
whatever was the objed of our allies (for it 
would be abfurd to iiippoie, that they have 
been fighting merely for our lakes), yet, 
when the bare purfmt of that objed had a 
neceflaty tendency to fecure the Britiih Em- 
pire from future dangers, cuid to fet bounds 
to a torrent, which has deluged Europe with 
blood, it was a duty, which RCnifters owed 
their country, to co-operate^ as far as lay in 
their power, till this defireable objeft was 
attained. And by io doing they have avoid- 
Vois. 11. Cc ed 
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ErajQ^e |liou)[4 ^fee depriyed ^ eitbei: ,^£^^]^e 
pp^^^r/pr pf the wUl, p 
gerjtj^e t^ngv^iU^ of Eurppe, pr tlja^^^ 
ilioidd b^5^ prpQjfs of lincisrity and m<^4??- 
ration on the part pjf, our encipy:^ hefpre^wc 
l^lm tp^jhis pfjers ; jet, as npith^r fthe^j^ 
ticj^^pf a.pa;ufe, j nor thic wilUom of qou^up^s 
can always infurc fuccefs; it wpuld be.ah^ 
iurd to declare, that a p^ace cm m^m c^s^ 
be jqpncluded, before thpfe objed;s are a^r 
tailed. Still;^ however, we may hope, fironpi 
the energy of our Government, and the coi- 
operation of thofe alHes, w^ho were preferv- 
cd to us by our refufal to treat, that thofe 
objeds will ultimately be attained; and, 
that though both honour and intereft for- 
bad a negotiation at the time when it w^s 

propofed, 
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JJ^hen this period adually 7i i3iMvcd^iiEi^ 
ters themfelves mull be beft able to deter- 
ihmc i^hi^fheft v^e iria^ trtdS:, tK^^he^Hme 
p^cSple^^hicAi iridtice^ flietii, ridt dii^^ 
a^d l3ie^^ M it^as fbrd^^ 
W^Ml Imt fgt>eatklf tote^ 
liktlbn bFit, wHla^ih operate, arid pdirfiaps 
MtH^lbnetter luccefs, tft^n oh former xiccat- 
rioiis. ' TBiit, "whether peace be near pr^ clrj^ 
tdMj^is^ a matter of ftilT lefs importaricc, 
tMrf whether it come Accompanied or toi- 
It&drttpanied with that grand 6bjcd:> Ibir 
\4fiich alotie We have been firuggling above 
iSveh ftztS'^%eyecnnty of the Briti/k Eni-^ 

FINIS. ■ ^^ ■ ' ^''■"'' 
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In 4,to.^ ..]PWce.jl. xs..'- • ', .- ,/ -.^ ^_- . ,., ^^,,. -r,i,,rMj to'? ioj;;H * 

iaiid* tjie i^etl\ej;Iands, SwifTerland;^ the (3riiroH8,^,an4,jtta.ly f vvidV; diijrsajk' 
t^ei|^c^j)ie.^nncipaV^ In pae Ja^'.^^ t9y^l^f:^^^' 

foni,^|y .prtn,ted.on.ru"pei^^ wit|;f?^^nty^|(giir5 PImi^ 

bffe;;tVfijd^ 

4.!'|l^^ '^indie$ by a^fetf 9,irK:^l^^ ,,.^ ■;?;.-; \^ ■:-r^r;(i 

..piftory , of "Li ver j)pc)l } with , an AccouBt ot ,tb^ River ;Merf|y, <^^ . . j^;^ 
dj^c^recj,. by permiffioii, .to the ^Ekrl of Liyerpppl. ,tn o^c,vql^rpy,ai^o. Jijai, 
fine vypye ,^aper, Embelliilied and, iUiil^rated, with ma^^ pl^n^,and y^ew^i 
Prjcf,tpSubjpribers^ 2I. %s, /,,,.;;.,- \ , j^.-.;; , _.. ,,^'; ,;n^, ,(V • :- h-tfou/K Uvo)? 
' ^A;[i5f w ,^d ele^apt Tranrtation^^ of the Arabian l)Jig|iW! .j^Jnter^nm^^*- 
■ " proems, ^pn.VaiMG^ Subjeds ^nd Qccaiion^ ^h^\H^^wi^P^i^W^1^>^i& 
||i,1[^^;vdlume^'erown,3vp./,\ " \_^ ^ ^^ ^ y ^iCi.u^i-^^r.'d'u'i, ' 'blv^^ 

, ■ * J[p^rp,arpi^a Voyage^ p^rform?ci in the Lion, ^xtr^xIi^diaoMio^, ^^JfR*?! 
M^^d^-as,-; tp^ipply n»bo and JDa.^Lagoa 3ay» on the eafteyr^n .^pafl^o|.^fi-j^j^ 
wq^^^pie S^hip was condemne;^, jn the Tears 1^7^^ an^ ,i79;9:!:,,,^Y^t[}^fa4i^e: 
AgCjPpht of and (Juilt'ins of the Inha,biit.^«ts pf D^(lLa^.9^,^ 

aLj||f^^"^pca:r|\iljiry^pf their Lan^ruage. ^ B;^ JP^llpiiT^ Wbh^^.^ 
thev^^^^i J^ighlai^d Kegiment of 'Kleatly pi'fpt^d; ii} ^tqC^^fJli tw<?i 

hig;]ilj\5i"i;i]hed plates, from ' drawing^s .tinlfen pn, Ui^fpo £»,,.■? m 

..i?k.>iew,,Hi(to!y of Ruffia. Tranflatqd frorn.the. Erench. With fev^;"al; 
piat(£Sjy;and,a laigejnap pf Rultia- , , > , ,; v i / ;; n ' :; 

iHiftpry of the Life and Sketch of the Campaigns pf ;Geiiei;aI Ne^^ 
Bonaparte. TKihihited from the French. Together with a kygP ; Map -oC 
Gerniany apd^^^Italyj (howing the Routes, of the Aff??)^'^?, B'''jC^>PP«ieiits, 
and Fields of Banle, &c. accurately delineated by .B4?r4?|^£>^/^^, Captain>qf 
Cannoneos attached to t!ie Army of Bonapatte during the War, in the ca- 
pacity of Chief of his Topographical Office. And further illuftrated with 
Maps of Egypt and Syria, In 4to. Pti(^e if. is^' 

Topographical Defcriptipn o\ Ireland, one large volurpe, 4to. 

Topographical Accounr of England, Wales, and bcbtland, in one large 

. J^iye^^f tlie Bi^tilh^^ Poetsv ■ In- one large vol.^Svu). wltfe Plates* Price 
lo^^^d^m-bpafds^Qi-.pn^^n^ paper, with jptobfiropreffidnsy 138. 6d* 
^-^*^iVj^a^frjtJ|V, Search of La Beipafe, peffprmed by Oixierof tbe-Conftituent 
AJfeilibiy .ot^ ,J)r^qice,^ during tlvey^ais 1791, ^^.3, and^^. By^-M. LaHlr^ 
/of^^v,, pne,£f 4he NiVlJuralifts at!tacbed: to theJExpediiion. Trainllated 
tMm;,hej French.) In poe ^largevpl. 4;tpi illuftrated -wirh 46 plates^ ia- 



clyfd^gra e)iait«£.|^hf .voyage. iPrice 2I. %^* ^u r^ - 
^^^,,iphf %gie l^ork. in, z yipls. 8yo. Awit^ all theplattes, Pri< 
.^IJiHp^ <itLeUi^^ between Great Britai^n aad ?IMaiid. 

iUBie> 4^0* -. . -, .'..■" : -..-.■ " ■^::- :.:<■>... .■: ^■. ,..-.u^-ni- :r^.-: 
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* OJbferv3tion» on the Manners and Cuftom? of the Eg^ypiians, the Over- 
^(iif^g-«^^^^Nileand -its tSkei^i;^^ RemaVks'^^tfi^ Plague, and 
other Subjefts, Written during |i|l(^fid^jnx;e' of TwelVe Yeats in' Cairo 
tt^ fti VittWtijrl mf^i^nMeil ftftjl ^Tdliieci in Yoi-kAiir^, One 
vol. 4.ta. price i<5S .^d,^ , .. f • 

"'^o^^r^ Ael^aft^Ii^^ ana^Pihia| irfaU^ fey' gtder of the King, from 
ujf^'iiy^^iLi^^^t^^ 3^ dieftrib^ the Msiriners, Religion, Arts and 

S^iK^'eisiif <heIti3ian^,^hin^eV:W^'!^ Pe|q and Madaga^^dr j 

"Witlf ObfervafJcrns ioti th^ fcape t^ GPdod' Hope, frfes of Fratice and ^ooi- 
feb^/tfte Mii<}r^i,'€etiotv; Malacc^^^^^ and Molu<Jcas V wlA 

»^eir^\?itftd't}^;l^di^l Hift^^^ CqiitJirie^. Tranflat^ fr^im 

tiw fvtpc}^6i-^id^^ 4td«^illu(frat^d aty--ed8eHlfhcd 

* Hiftory of Lpndon and its Envirpns, by Dr. Hunter, &c. Part i^i^ J, 
4^ $y fiuS'W^flct^'W^^^^ each. Of to Nbr SvfHfcnbei-s 

13s. 6dv life^tly^ pilhted'on^ fttpei^ni^ Wove royal paper, artd hot jiitfetfed^ 
c^ri^ainiftg^a fat^e F0iir-Sl3teet jfylapbf the Country fiorii twet«y4b'fliiity 

-.■•-:ri'J ^lllSj/:* i-iiiiiiaiiw -rtiiJi-iurUs. './-i^.-.^j ■■•■•:>i_ /■.* '.../':.i ;.-;-Vr<i V !-'::■' 



wfer^ F^irldjy.O^k in fjai^ault F<^e(V5 the Monument j T9Wer of lion- 
don 5 SoftT^iTct 'Hbufej •^edil's 'Waffe in' the Oi-een P^rk 5 Weftniinfter 
Bridge, '^ith- tie AJbbey 5 London/' from Dr. Lettfom's,"Camberweli-i 
Royal Hofpital at Greenwich 5 Chelfea Cojlege 5 London from Highgate j 
the^e^t^ Edward Olarke^jEfc}:^ 5 Triern Houle, the Seat of JdhnlSacon, 
Bfi|;^f B'bWddtt-BfTdg^j'Giiildtord; Peft Houfes j London from G Veen, 
wich; .Buckingham Honfe^ Temple Bar^; St. James*^ Palac«5 and , an 
Iridek V|^^ of ^Lbhdon j^ ail ancient Plan of. London '5 a Survey of the 
€txtic -JllFtc^-tiie iG^rca^ Fire in tS66\ and a large Four- Sheet Plan of Ldn- 
donln its^refettt State, fouf feet eight inches by three feet tlireeinche^ 
inclitding^ fcKe- fui-it(undl^^^^ of Ham'pftead, Highgatie, Hackriejr, 

ChxitpiA^ Ufktier^ Deptfoixi,JPeckham^ C^nSbfer- 

weli, Batterfett, Chelfeat> ^d Kenfmgton ; fhewing the Weft-Tndia Dockli, 
Sec, being tweirt^^kiriiVmifes in cir<iumfereDC€. The Work vi^ill be p^m- . 
pleted in Njne P^rts, jnaking two large volumes in royal quarto. A f6w 
copies 011^ large Wove Elepharit Paper, with proof imbreffioris of the Pk^^^ 
and the Maps highly, coloured, at One Guinea each Part. The ^dbfcir^ii-i - 
t|on ftiH ic^ontiiniiesit^eh, and a Hft of Subfcribers, already upwards bJ^-^o^ 
Will:be-|Miflt6d.' "'^' '^;''^'-: .- ■- ^'- "'.'' ■'■ '■",-, ^^^' ^q-^^":'*^ 

f J-f Gtfntlenieri dc&jpus of the above valuabfe Works arf reqU^lf^il it^ 
farburMr. Stockdal'c with early Or4ef$. , , ' ;;' ^ ! 

■^' MAF8 AND PLANS^■-^^-. ' ^.■'A''^l ^^.^'^ 

Dedicated by permiflion to His Majefty, and patronized by tfi^^dfe^ 
the Royal Fatii^i A General Map <rf the Bmpir?d?^'G^^ia'ny;BdHaid, 
the Netlierlandftv SWitzerlaildyi^ruffia, Itat^y^; fi^teliiding fficn;jr'j Cori5ca,^Sif- 
dinia, iand Malta. By Ckptain Ch au CH a iio , 'Set J <rh iMfeiit?^ fix ''idrge 
Iheet* half-boAnd^s an, Atlas^with a <Be^p%phkh\,i^\^bhcAU :ana ]^J 
litkal DeTcription of tfteCoul3triei, a relii'aibh 4f tfe Gaifcff-al Map, 
by Captain CHkxiCHAKtt^^sM a Gazetteet'b^ Refti-lnce'tb tfe^' pithcftJai 
Places. To which are added/^t9y(Hcal*^al^^,^exhTte^n^^iri6wij^^ 
the States ot Eui%e, (hevvin^, witii the g^eateft Wcui^aC\V tWr' P^obyU 
tion, MUttiry andMirineStrfettgih, RcvfciWe'atid I^^diifoi^^, Fbnd of 
Government, with their Seas, Rivers, and Mountains, Climate S6fl,'affft 
Produaion$, Divifioa of each Country, chief Tovrns, Situation, Number 
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Maps und Plans puhlijhedhy John STdc£l>A le . 

of Houfes and Inhabitants, Hidorical Occurrences, &c. Tranflated fttm 
the Gennaii of J. G. Boetticher, of Koenigiberg : wjth a Stipplemen^ 
tary Table, (bowing the changes fince the commencement of the prefent 
var. In one large volnme royal qaarto, illuftrated with twenty-four Plans 
and a reduced three (beet Poft Map of the Countries defcribed. Price 81. Ss. 

A reduced Map of the Empire of Germany, Holland, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, the Grifons, Italy^ Sicily, Corfjca, and Sardinia. By Captain 
Cbaucbardyt^c, On three large (beets. Price los. ^d. 

A new Map of England and Wales, with the Southern Part of Scotland ; 
on which are accurately laid down, the Turnpike-roads and principal 
Towns, Parks, Rivers, and Canals. On 4.9 plates, 5 feet 10 inches by 4 
feet 8 inches, neatly coloured, in (beets, il. is. 5 or on canvas and rollers, 
or in a cafe, il. lis. 6d.— The great advantages of this Map are, that by 
being on fo large afcale, with the Roads, Rivers, and principal Town* 
unencumbered by places of lefs confequence, the eye can eaiily trace any ob- 
jef!, without injuring the fight, or confufing theobferver. 

A large Plan of London j comprehending the Weft India new Docks, 
and furrounding Villages. On four (beets, 4 feet 8 inches by 3 feet 3 inches. 
Price 7», 6d. \ or on canvas and rollers, or in a cafe, 15s. 

A large Map of the Country from Twenty to Thirty Miles round Lon* 
don ; comprehending all the Turnpike and Crofs-roads, Parks, Rivers, 
Canals, &c. , On four (beets, ne*atly coloured, price 7s. 6d. 5 or on rollers, 
or in a cafe, 13s. 6d. 

A new large Plan of Manchefter, from aflual Survey. By C Laurenh 
Price in (heets ll. is. ' 

A new large Map of the Country, from Thirty to Forty Miles round 
Manchefter. Price, neatly coloured, los. 6d* 

, A large Map of the Weft Indies, engraved for the Hiftory of the Briti(h 
Colonies, by Bryan Edwards, Efq^ On two large (beets, 5s ; or in aft 
elegant gilt frame, coloured and v ami (bed, zl. izs. 6d. 

A new Sheet Map of the Ifland of Jamaica, 2S. 6d. 

A Map 6f Che River Thames, from its Source to its Influx. Neatly 
i^oured, 2$. 6d« 

Map of Switzerland, on one large (beet, price 2S^ 6di» 



^ Mir. Stock1>ale begs leave to inform the Public, that having purcbafed 
the remaining Copies of Grofe's Antiquities of England and Wales, ifu 
^ vols, inedium 4t6. and alfo in imperial 8vo. containing 699 plates, they 
may be fupplied by fending their orders accordingly. Thepbtesarenowjfrrft, 
uniformly printed on.jfine, thick wove paper, which renders the impreflion| 
onfalebyhiro, fuperior to the former proofs. Price, in 410. i/i. los. 
Svo. 13I. los. 

Of the imperial 66hivo edition but very few remain unfold. 

A great Deduction to Merchants, Traders, &c. for Ready Money. ^ 

He has alfo purcbafed the few remaining copies of Dr. Anderfon's Briti(h 
Poets (13 largevols. royal 8voi), of the Affignees of Eglin and Pepys, bank- 
erupts 5 and propofes to fell them, for a limited time, at the reduced price of 
^^x Guineas in boards, inftead of eight guineas, which was the original 
bHce— or elegantly calf gilt for eight guineas .—For the high character ix 
this Work fee the Briti(h Critic and Monthly Reviews. 

N. B. A deduflion of 20 per cent, will be made to thofe buying for fale, 
6r prefertts j to whom, on payment being ordered in London, the Books 
ihallbe fent as defired*— The difcount reduces the price to 5I. 5 or calf^ 
«ilt,7l. . • 

^ i;^Htet, Primer, sa1tikur3r'S)U8f«» 
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